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USC Law and Economics Center Leading a Stormy Field Toward Clarity
Though the new USC Center for Law, Economics and Organization (CLEO) has existed for
less than a year, it has been shaped by four decades of change in the field of law and economics.
When law and economics first took root in the legal academy, we faced tumultuous times: It
was the late 1960s and 1970s, and amid outlandish fashions, war protests and macrobiotics,
legal academics found themselves on the brink of a fairly revolutionary way of studying the law
by using the analytical tools of economics. Although the social turmoil of the time faded, the
evolution of this emerging field had only begun.
Consider a change from negligence to strict liability in tort law. Is it a good thing? Instead
of questioning the morality of requiring someone to pay for damaging a plaintiff regardless
of whether the damage was negligent or intentional, law and economics asked whether the
requirement would motivate people to take care against accidents. Would the change from
negligence to strict liability increase or decrease a defendant’s efforts to prevent accidents? If
defendants adjust their behavior to the new rules of tort, would plaintiffs also adjust? And when
the adjustments have taken place, law and economics asked, how much would be spent on
precaution, how many accidents would occur, and how much would the accidents cost?
To figure out if the change from negligence to strict liability was good or bad — or too close
to call — law and economics scholars compared the spending on precaution plus the total costs
of accidents under negligence rules and under strict-liability rules. Their first cut at evaluating the alternative legal rules was to choose the rule that minimized the sum of the costs of
precaution and the costs of accidents.
This method of evaluating law took much of the legal academy by storm. Law professors
and policy analysts, tired of being tossed about on the seas of “this rule seems fair to me” or “this
rule seems more ‘consistent’ with this area of law,” embraced law and economics like wingwalkers grabbing a handhold. Finally, here was a methodology that had rigor and produced
plausible answers. It also produced enormous controversy and ideological conflict among
conservative supporters and liberal detractors. It was, remember, the late 1960s and 1970s.
Rather than revisit the ‘sturm und drang’ that ensued, I’ll focus on two crucial assumptions that typically drove economic analysis. First, corporations and other business entities were
assumed to be ‘unitary actors,’ treated as individuals and presumed to be ‘profit maximizers’
who reacted smoothly and efficiently to changes in the environment. Internal strife, conflict
and self-dealing were not part of the equation. Second, economic analysis held that individual actions were governed by a simple ‘utility function,’ which assumed people cared only
about the final amount of money they ended up with, and not the path that got them there.
For example, someone who had net worth of $1,000 on Jan. 1, $1 million on June 1, and then
$100,000 on Dec. 31 would be expected to feel the same as if his net worth had remained at
$100,000 throughout the year; envy, frustration, empathy and other emotions were of little use
to economists. Clearly, when such economic assumptions were applied to an analysis of law, the
conclusions were a bit suspect.
In the 1980s, economists shined a light inside the ‘black box’ of the corporation and tried
hard to analyze what they found. Bosses were no longer assumed to have perfect information
about what their employees did, nor did they have perfect control over employees’ behavior.
Economists recognized other inconsistencies: Many tasks required teams, but team members
did not always have the same incentives. Some corporate employees had more than one task,
but only one task could be observed by management. Each variation was a deviation from
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the standard assumption that businesses, at every level, pursued perfect profit maximization.
A decade later, ‘behavioral economics’ took hold. Economics recognized people as complex
decision makers, and new models of analysis accounted for individuals who felt emotion,
who feared losses more than they liked gains, who had trouble understanding the difference
between a .001 and a .0001 chance of loss, and who had limited cognitive abilities.
This set of developments in economics has appealed to legal scholars and has encouraged
them to incorporate the economics work of the 1980s and 1990s into the study of corporate
law and some other isolated pockets of law. New understandings of the duty of loyalty, duty
of care and other doctrines of corporate law are developing, and we’re witnessing a tentative start
toward using behavioral economics — or unpacking the individual — in legal analysis.
This is the climate in which CLEO will take up leadership of the effort to integrate the new
insights and methodologies of economics into the study of law. Its directors carry superior
credentials — Jennifer Arlen and Eric Talley, professors of law, have doctoral degrees in
economics in addition to their law degrees, and Bentley MacLeod, professor of economics,
chairs his department’s program in law and economics — and they have already set high standards for the center. Workshops are attended by professors and students from throughout
the university, and the center’s care and attention to intellectual detail is a welcome relief from
the hand waving that has characterized some work in this area.
CLEO is an example of one of the things that the modern USC Law School does best:
We sponsor and support cutting-edge intellectual endeavors, with care and excellence and
without waiting for the rest of the academy to catch up.
In this issue of USC Law, you’ll meet the people behind CLEO. You’ll also note a number
of other exciting endeavors. Our new clinics in immigration and family violence, for instance,
are giving students first-hand opportunities to practice law while serving people whose needs
for legal services often go unmet. You’ll also read about our plans for renovating our Information
Technology Center and Law Library — plans greatly assisted by the generous support of friends
such as Richard Stack and the Hugh and Hazel Darling Foundation, and George A.V.
Dunning. Throughout this magazine you'll find articles about what is going on at USC Law
School. I hope you enjoy reading about the people and activities that continue to make this Law
School an increasingly innovative, rigorous and exciting place to be.

Matthew L. Spitzer, Dean and Carl M. Franklin Professor of Law
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The stories of four immigrants
whose journeys to the land of opportunity
brought them to law school and USC

Four
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by Associate Dean John G. ‘Tom’ Tomlinson

dysseys, One Law School

When Leon Altman received his law degree
from the University of Southern California
Law School in May 2000, the Soviet-born law
graduate concluded a geographical and intellectual odyssey that is as improbable as it is
venerable, as singular as it is traditional. The
young Russian’s graduation ceremony located
him at the intersection of two grand American
traditions, those of the successful immigrant
and the well-trained lawyer.
Thus far, Mr. Altman’s brief life in America
affirms a central fact of the American experience: For some, America is a place of
opportunity where individuals can transform
lives. The historical experience of those immigrants who have passed through the USC Law
School confirms this myth. Over the past
century, the Law School has graduated a skein
of foreign-born students whose success in
legal education and in the practice affirms the
notion that a mixture of intelligence, education and tenacity can overcome language
barriers, cultural differences and even the antiimmigrant attitudes and acts that characterize
American immigration’s dark side.
Leon Altman’s experience and those of
three other law school graduates — Arakelian
M. Astor ’16, Ruth Jacobson Lavine ’43 and
Joyce Luther Kennard ’74 — illustrate both
the similarities and the differences of several
successful immigrant-law student experiences.
Now, in launching its new immigration clinic,
the Law School is also taking an active role
in assisting immigrants in their passage into
American society. This article recognizes and
celebrates the many ways in which the USC
Law School has shaped and been shaped by
the lives of its immigrant students.
From Russia, With Love

Although Leon Altman’s story is in many
ways that of every immigrant, his path to the
study of law was his own. Born in Moscow
in 1971, the only son of two well-educated
Russian Jews — his father a mechanical engineer, his mother a mathematics teacher —

Mr. Altman studied at the Moscow Institute drawn to America and the study of law at
of Radioengineering, Electronics and USC was Arakelian M. Astor ’16. Born in
Automation. But entrenched Russian anti- Kharpert, Turkey, Arakelian (1889-1986) was
Semitism, which restricted the careers of Jews, orphaned at age 6 after his father’s death in a
and the relentless persecution he suffered at massacre of Armenians. Somehow, he
the hands of some Muscovite thugs, pushed survived a fluid childhood living in a series
Mr. Altman and his parents and grandparents of informal foster homes that constituted the
to Los Angeles, where an aunt had previously Armenian community in Kharpert. Although
settled.
he moved from family to family, he distinBy waiting tables in a Hollywood Russian guished himself as an able student and
restaurant, Mr. Altman generated the money graduated from the American missionary
necessary to enroll at West Los Angeles school, Euphrates College.
Community College and study English; soon
Imagining a career in law representing a
he entered a paralegal program. Within a year, socially repressed Armenian community, but
he gained employment in the Los Angeles mindful that few Christian Armenians were
public defender’s office. In 1994, Mr. Altman accepted into Muslim Turkish law schools,
found work as a paralegal with a Russian Mr. Astor bribed his way onto a German
lawyer whose practice included immigration freighter headed for the United States. He
law. The same year, he opened his own busi- joined a brother in Virginia but moved to Los
ness, the Russian Documentation Center, Angeles around 1912. Here he ran a fruit
preparing documents and serving as a clear- stand and, following in the footsteps of couninghouse for materials related to Russian trymen J. George Ohannesian ’09 and Aram
immigration and commerce.
Ohannesian ’10, enrolled at the USC Law
By 1996, Mr. Altman’s company had School. He studied in the company of another
opened an office in Moscow. Here he Armenian, Matthew Farriahian ’16, who also
completed the paperwork that enabled his graduated to a life of prominence in the
fiancée to leave Russia. In 1997, married and California Armenian community.
again living in Los Angeles, Mr. Altman
Mr. Astor’s Armenian language skills
matriculated at the USC Law School. landed him part-time work as a courtroom
Supported by his wife, loans and scholarships interpreter. Admitted to the bar in 1915, a
from Jewish Family Services, the Class
year before graduation, he practiced
of 1954 scholarship fund and the
in Los Angeles, Fresno and San
Richard and Ruth Lavine
Francisco before returning
For some,
Foundation, Mr. Altman
permanently to Los Angeles
America is a
enjoyed three years of
in 1927. Gratified by his life
place of opportunity
academic success. His accomas a litigator, Mr. Astor
where individuals
plishments included serving as
encouraged his son Harry to
can transform
editor of the Interdisciplinary
study law. Harry graduated
lives.
Law Review and graduating
from the USC Law School in
Order of the Coif. Eight months
1948; for three years, father and
after graduation, he was admitted to the
son practiced together in Los Angeles.
California Bar; he is now an associate at Mr. Astor retired in 1965.
Latham & Watkins in Los Angeles.
Armenians and Armenian institutions
were Mr. Astor’s chief clients. His pro bono
Old Cultures, New Lives
work for the Armenian General Benevolent
Representative of the earliest political émigrés Association, the Armenian Citizens League of
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Leon Altman ’00

Arakelian Astor ’16

Ruth Jacobson Lavine ’43

California and many Armenian churches
made Mr. Astor one of the most respected
men in the American Armenian legal world.
Like many immigrants, he balanced several
cultural lives, serving fellow Armenian immigrants and supporting the Armenian
institutions that served them while at the
same time embracing integration into
American society. And, for much of his life, he
tirelessly advocated for an Armenian state
independent of Turkey.
Mr. Astor and his Armenian classmates
were not the only immigrants who populated
the Law School during its first decades.
School records suggest students from Turkish
Armenia, Russia, Japan and the Philippine
Islands also attended. Some were admitted to
the California Bar and practiced in California;
others took on resident-alien status and never
practiced. Still others, particularly Japanese
and Filipino graduates, returned to their
native countries. One ambitious student,
Motohiko Miyasaki, earned two degrees, an
LL.B. in 1913 and an LL.M. in 1914. He
returned to Japan to pursue a career in the
Japanese diplomatic corps. What brought
these Japanese students here is unknown,
although the Japanese government regularly
sponsored young Japanese scholars’ studies at
American universities. Filipino students,
perhaps, were eager to learn the American
legal system as a means of securing positions
of wealth, status and influence in a Philippines
then occupied by the United States. This may
have been the case with Mariano M. Ilano
’15, who practiced briefly in California before
returning to the Philippines.
Sisters in Law

Joyce Luther Kennard ’74
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Throughout the century, politics and persecution remained the chief provocations to
emigration. Ruth Jacobson Lavine ’43 and her
sister Leonore Jacobson Kunz ’44, German
Jews born in Hamburg in the early 1920s, left
Germany for Holland with their highly
educated parents on April 1, 1933, two

months after Hitler’s appointment as chancellor. The sisters studied in England and
Switzerland, mastering English and French,
until the family immigrated to Los Angeles in
1938.
Ruth Jacobson’s excellent academic record
in England gained her admittance to Oxford,
a fact noted by USC when it offered her
admission the same year; she matriculated at
the Law School in 1940 and was admitted to
the bar in 1944, after becoming a United
States citizen. The same year, she married
fellow law student Richard Lavine ’42. For the
next 15 years, Ruth Lavine practiced part time
while raising a family. She returned to fulltime practice in 1959 when she joined
Nossaman, Thompson, Waters & Moss.
Robert Thompson, later Justice Thompson,
was a 1942 graduate of the Law School.
Laughlin Waters, now Judge Waters, graduated in 1948, Conrad Moss in 1949.
Ruth Lavine practiced with Harry Fain ’46
and her husband until Gov. Edmund G.
Brown, Jr. appointed the latter to the bench in
1980; she retired as a solo practitioner in
1990. Still, her engagement in the legal
culture of Los Angeles continues; although
she no longer practices, she remains active in
the Women Lawyers Association of Los
Angeles, where she is past president and a
recipient of the Ernestine Stahlhut Award. She
also is past president of the Los Angeles
County Bar Foundation. And, she is a philanthropist. Through the Richard and Ruth
Lavine Family Foundation, she provides
scholarship assistance to USC law students.
During the 1999-2000 academic year, the
Lavine Family Foundation provided a scholarship for Leon Altman.
Like so many successful immigrants, Mrs.
Jacobson Lavine preserves a piece of her
emigrant past: She is a regular at the Jewish
Club of 1933, an organization comprised of
people who left Germany that year.
Leonore Jacobson emulated her older
sister’s successes at USC and in its Law
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School. She, too, qualified for admission to
the Law School after her junior year and
proved to be an excellent student. Graduating
in 1944, Leonore Jacobson passed the bar and
moved to the appellate department of the
Superior Court as a research assistant for three
years. A tragic automobile accident terminated her all-too-brief life in 1953.
The Jacobson sisters were neither the only
nor the first Jewish imigres who migrated to
the Law School to escape the persecution of
the early 20th century. At least 15 others
made new lives for themselves as USC law
students before and during the pogroms in
Russia and the advent of Hitler in Germany,
among them Chaim Shapiro ’12, Nathan
Nagel ’26 and Max Finkelman ’29. But Harry
Salinger’s is perhaps the most extreme story.
Elegantly educated in three German universities, fluent in three languages, he was an
appellate court judge in Berlin before Hitler
dismissed him in 1935. In 1938, after a year
spent learning English at Hollywood High
School, he enrolled at the USC Law School at
the age of 44; he graduated in 1941.
Wilhelmine’s Choice

Untenable social and political conditions
provoked the Jacobson family, Arakelian Astor
and Leon Altman to emigrate, but economic
duress and a paucity of educational opportunity inspired many others. Wilhelmine Luther
traveled around the world to secure a solid
education for her daughter, Joyce Luther
Kennard ’74. Although Joyce Luther was the
one who studied law, her success was very
much secured by her mother’s example and
sacrifice.
Born in the Japanese-occupied Indonesian
state of Java in 1941, Joyce spent the first years
of her life in a protective war compound for
women and children. Her father, a DutchIndonesian, died in a prisoner-of-war camp.
After the war, her mother, of Dutch,
Indonesian and Chinese descent, gained clerical work with a Dutch oil company in New

IMMIGRATION

Guinea. Here, Joyce experienced racial exclu- an appointment in the state attorney general’s
sion — the origin, perhaps, of her keen sense office. After four years, she joined the
of justice. Although they held Dutch pass- California Court of Appeal as a research
ports, mother and daughter were also attorney. In 1986, she was appointed to the
Indonesians and lived in a racially segregated Los Angeles Municipal Court; the next year,
area. At a missionary school, Joyce was
to the Superior Court. In 1988, she was on
exposed to her third language,
the California Court of Appeal; in
English, through popular tunes
1989, she was appointed assoTheir lives were
broadcast by Radio Australia.
ciate justice of the California
At 14, Joyce sailed with her
defined by the
Supreme Court, a position
mother to Holland and the
she holds today.
immigrant experience,
promise of a better education.
Justice Kennard is known
but refined by the
Wilhelmine’s successful efforts
for her extraordinary work
experience of the
at securing her daughter a place
habits, particularly the seemUSC Law School.
in a university-track lyceum were
ingly tireless attention she gives
dashed when the young woman’s leg
to her writing. Her opinions are
was amputated to remove a life-threatening
honed in concise language, revealing much
tumor. An extended recuperation required about a life of cultural assimilation through
Joyce to abandon the university track so ceaseless effort.
coveted by her mother; undaunted, the
Though separated by decades, continents
teenager attended business school, where she and personal situations, these four individuals
acquired secretarial skills and Dutch-English who traded their homelands for the prospect
interpreting skills.
of better lives in the United States are bound
When the opportunity to immigrate to the by three experiences: emigration, immigration
United States arose in 1961, Wilhelmine and the study of law at USC. For Mr. Altman,
insisted her daughter go to the Los Angeles Mr. Astor, Mrs. Jacobson Lavine and Justice
residence of an uncle. In Los Angeles, the Kennard, the USC Law School offered opporyoung Ms. Luther quickly found work as a tunities to pursue lives of idealism and
secretary. In 1968, Wilhelmine died, leaving practicality. For some, a legal education was
her life savings – $5,000 – to her daughter, a means of ensuring income; for others, it was
who describes the inheritance as “the key” to a way of gaining the knowledge and authority
her education. The sum enabled Ms. Luther, needed to rectify political, racial or economic
by this time an American citizen, to graduate injustices of past lives. For all, the adventure
from Pasadena City College in 1969 and Phi of law school acculturated them to the intriBeta Kappa from USC in 1971. Encouraged cacies of American legal institutions and
by her attorney employer, she enrolled in the American values. Their lives were defined by
Law School and USC’s school of public the immigrant experience, but refined by the
administration, graduating from both in experience of the USC Law School. Theirs’
1974. Ironically, Ms.Luther imagined she are representative lives of those immigrants
would earn a livelihood from her work in who preceded them, who studied with them
public administration; it seemed more prac- and who will follow them. And they suggest
tical than law, and her thesis won a the diversity of persons and experiences that
best-thesis-of-the year award from USC. Only constitute the history of the USC Law School
after passing the bar did she allow herself to and, indeed, the history of the United States.
think about a life in the law.
Her meteoric rise to the bench began with
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The Real World

Two new clinics allow USC students
to take real cases —
and address real community needs
by Melinda Myers Vaughn

Students in Clinical Teaching Fellow Stacey Turner’s Family Violence Clinic manage all aspects of their clients’ cases in addition to
researching problems in the laws that govern family and domestic violence. Pictured left to right are students Allison Meshekow and
Sylvie Shirazi, Ms. Turner, and students Rachel Miller and Nausheen Hassan.
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“

Here, our research is immediate — we interview

clients, we go online, we pull from so many sources.

”

We’re dealing with facts, not theory.

In the cramped Family Violence Clinic office
near the Los Angeles County-USC Medical
Center, Clinical Teaching Fellow Stacey
Turner is asking four law students how an
ambiguous statute that inadvertently allows
domestic violence suspects to violate criminal protective orders might be improved.
“The penal code states that a criminal
protective order issued in conjunction with a
criminal case against an abuser has precedence
over any other ‘outstanding’ court order
against the defendant,” Ms. Turner explains.
“That’s supposed to mean that criminal
protective orders trump conflicting provisions
in civil protective orders. But courts have
interpreted ‘outstanding’ as referring to orders
that predate the criminal order. So, after the
criminal order is issued, defendants can run to
a family law court to get a different, more
lenient, civil protective order. When a police
officer is called to enforce a protective order,
which does he or she enforce?”
As they suggest ideas for revising the law,
Ms. Turner’s students also debate potential
complications. Stating that a civil order “shall
not” compromise a criminal order, for
instance, might require too much judicial
interpretation from police officers. Asking
family law judges to not issue orders when a
criminal case is pending could leave the victim
unprotected if the criminal case is dropped.
And what if the victim wants to have contact
with the defendant?
The whole conversation occurs during a
brief lull between client meetings and research
on behalf of domestic violence victims who’ve
come to the clinic for help in getting away
from an abuser.
Thanks to two new clinical programs in
family violence and immigration, USC

students are not just critically analyzing the
law and examining ways that it might be
improved; they are providing vital services to
people whose lives, safety and well-being are
deeply affected by the words that make up the
law.
“We are in class all day, and we take all
these tests, and I often wonder how all this
applies to real practice,” says Alyson Lomas,
a second-year student who hopes to use her
experience in USC’s new Immigration Clinic
— along with her knowledge of Russian and
Spanish — to pursue a career in immigration
law. “Getting involved with this clinic was a
good way to get my hands dirty with the
actual practice of law.”
Clinical education is a tradition at USC.
The Law School’s other clinics — Employer
Legal Advice Clinic, Children’s Issues Clinic
and the Post-Conviction Justice Project —
have long provided students with hands-on
experience while offering vital services to the
community, and, since it first established the
Post-Conviction Justice Project in 1981, USC
has served as a national model for clinical legal
education.
Now, under the supervision of Ms. Turner
and Professor Niels Frenzen, who manages the
immigration clinic, the Law School is
addressing growing community needs,
offering students new opportunities for
hands-on legal experience, and providing
immigrants and victims of domestic violence
— many of whom don’t have the luxury of an
attorney — a better shot in court.
‘I Know What This Means to People’

For the four students participating in the
Immigration Clinic, immigration is not an
abstract issue. Pablo Palomino ’02 and

Bernardo Merino ’01, both natives of Mexico,
are immigrants themselves; Hazel Kim’s
parents immigrated to the United States from
South Korea, and Alyson Lomas’ great-grandparents immigrated to the United States from
what is now Ukraine.
“My grandmother is going through her
own application for citizenship right now,”
says Ms. Kim, a second-year student. “I know
what this means to people.”
Mr. Merino has made immigration law a
focal point of his academic and professional
pursuits. Having worked extensively with
organizations that assist immigrants, particularly Mexican immigrants, Mr. Merino is
also acutely aware of the impact of immigration laws.
“There is an underclass of people in this
country who find it extremely difficult, if not
impossible, to legalize their status and to have
a true stake in our society,” Mr. Merino says.
“The punishment for being here without
papers is ridiculous. The minute immigrants
leave their country, they are being harassed
or scammed. My professional goal is to
change immigration law, through advocacy
and litigation, to ensure that the people who
contribute to our society receive the rights and
protections they deserve.”
The exposure to immigration law and how
it affects lives has been eye-opening for all of
the clinic students. Ms. Lomas helped interview one man who is being detained by the
Immigration and Naturalization Service at
Terminal Island pending deportation
proceedings. The man was born in Panama
and, at the age of 6, moved to the United
States with his family. That was nearly 40
years ago. He’s lived his life in the United
States — he even served in the U.S. Army
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Professor Niels Frenzen, a nationally renowned immigration law expert, is heading up USC’s new Immigration Clinic.
Pictured left to right are Professor Frenzen and students Hazel Kim, Pablo Palomino and Bernardo Merino.

during the Vietnam War. Having recently
served a jail sentence for substance abuse, he’s
now trying to fight deportation with the claim
that he is an American citizen because his
father was Puerto Rican.
“I think many of the people who make
these laws are responding to the wrong
people,” says Ms. Lomas, who is working to
determine whether the man’s citizenship
claim is valid. “Their decisions affect people
in very serious ways, and they clearly are not
understanding what the implications of these
laws are. Or they don’t care. Obviously, this
guy committed a crime. But it gets hard when
you realize he’s been here since he was 6.”
Ms. Kim is working with a nuclear scientist who came to the United States from a
Middle Eastern country to attend a scientific
conference. He is filing for asylum on the
grounds that his political disagreements with
his government’s work to construct nuclear
weapons could lead to persecution, even
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death, if he returns to his homeland. To help
her client convince the INS that the threat is
real, Ms. Kim is researching the country, its
history of persecution of political dissidents,
and the case of one of her client’s former
coworkers, a scientist who recently disappeared and was later found dead.
“It’s really scary to know that I have this
man’s life in my hands,” she says. “I can’t
imagine what will happen if he gets sent back
after all this.”
USC is the first Los Angeles-area law
school to establish a clinical program focusing
on immigration. Under the direction of
Professor Frenzen, previously head of the
Immigrants’ Rights Project at Public Counsel,
the public interest branch of the L.A. County
and Beverly Hills bar associations, the clinic
addresses a growing need for pro bono immigration law services in a city where
immigration is a key economic, social and
political issue.

“I see no shortage of cases out there,” says
Professor Frenzen, who began his career more
than 15 years ago as a supervising attorney at
the Haitian Refugee Center in Miami, where
he represented asylum-seekers and pursued
class-action cases on behalf of Haitian
refugees. “L.A. is obviously an incredible
melting pot. There are people from every
country in the world here, and every type of
immigration issue that exists in this country
exists in Los Angeles.”
The clinic will handle cases ranging from
asylum claims — cases where individuals fear
persecution if returned to their home country
— to claims for relief from deportation filed
by people being held by the INS at regional
detention facilities, as well as claims under the
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA).
VAWA enables male and female immigrants to
file their own claims for permanent immigration status if they are being abused by a spouse
or parent who is a U.S. citizen or permanent
resident. Normally, the citizen or resident
spouse or parent would control the application. In VAWA cases, the immigration clinic is
collaborating with the Family Violence Clinic.
Eventually Professor Frenzen hopes to
provide legal assistance to immigrants in the
neighborhoods surrounding USC and engage
students in legislative advocacy.
Giving students the opportunity to pursue
an immigration case from beginning to end is
a primary goal, Professor Frenzen says, but
that might be tricky. Typically, he says, cases
for detained immigrants take three to four
months; for non-detained immigrants, cases
can stretch over two to three years. Already,
though, Professor Frenzen has found that
immigration judges are anxious to find a way
to give USC students a chance to handle cases
— and to give immigrants who would otherwise be left to pursue their cases alone a
chance at legal assistance.
“The clinical programs are so valuable for
getting the hands-on experiences in research
and applying the law,” says Ms. Kim, who
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intends to practice family law after graduation. “For classes, we research cases that are
already decided. Here, our research is immediate — we interview clients, we go online, we
pull from so many sources. We’re dealing with
facts, not theory.”
Halting Patterns of Abuse

At first thought, it might seem that people
seeking help through USC’s Family Violence
Clinic would need fairly routine legal services — help filling out forms for restraining
orders or assistance in settling child custody.
But the four students who are participating in
the clinic’s inaugural semester – Nausheen
Hassan ’02, Allison Meshekow ’02, Rachel
Miller ’01 and Sylvie Shirazi ’02 – are quickly
learning that domestic violence cases are often
far more complicated than they seem.
Although recent changes in domestic
violence law have given victims new options
for getting away from abusers, those changes
have done little to make the law easier for
victims to understand; the paperwork a victim
must file, for instance, comes with about 100
pages of instruction. Many victims can’t make
sense of the legal maze, some are afraid to
pursue legal action if it means they have to
confront their abusers in court, and others
might just need a lawyer who can better
explain “why she fought back this time,”
Professor Turner says.
To help, the Family Violence Clinic is
working closely with the Violence
Intervention Program (VIP) at the Los
Angeles County-USC Medical Center to
provide a slate of services to victims of
domestic violence. VIP offers a range of
medical, social and counseling services to
victims, and medical staff are trained to evaluate each patient, determine the causes of
violence and work with law enforcement officials to assist clients in getting out of a violent
situation. Now, VIP refers domestic violence
victims to the Family Violence Clinic —
located just upstairs from VIP — for legal

NEW CLINICS

Sidley & Austin Fellowships Offer Summer Help for New Clinics
The Los Angeles office of Chicago-based Sidley & Austin celebrated its 20th anniversary last fall
by establishing a public interest fellowship program that will fund fellowships in USC’s new Family
Violence Clinic and Immigration Clinic.
Through its new fellowship program, Sidley & Austin will dedicate $40,000 per year to public
interest law projects at USC and UCLA. USC’s half of the funds will support the clinical fellowships
as well as the school’s Public Interest Law Foundation grants.
“We … thought it would be an appropriate way of acknowledging the enormous support we
have gotten from the Los Angeles community and these two law schools in particular,” said Theodore
Miller, Sidley & Austin’s Los Angeles managing partner.
The fellowships will enable at least two USC students to work full-time at the family violence
and immigration clinics during the summer, assisting professors in maintaining the clinics’ caseloads
and helping lay groundwork for the coming academic year.

assistance. Students work in the clinic’s office
two afternoons a week, meeting with clients,
filling out forms for same-day temporary
restraining orders, conducting research, gathering documentation of abuse and preparing
to represent clients in court. Within its first
eight weeks, the clinic had accepted 16 clients,
three of whom were receiving direct representation services.
To maximize the clinic’s services, Ms.
Turner also has initiated a partnership with
USC’s School of Social Work. Beginning this
fall, one or two interns from the school’s graduate program will join the clinic to, among
other things, help assess and interview clients,
conduct assessments of community needs,
work on legislative issues, assist in program
development and provide clients and law
students with tools to address the emotional
issues raised by domestic violence cases.
“In these cases you do sometimes deal with
‘parallel processing,’ instances where you
internalize the case to the extent that you are
emotionally going through what your client is
going through,” Ms. Turner says. “That’s the
kind of thing you don’t learn how to deal with
in law school.”
And some cases are emotionally strenuous.
Rachel Miller is working with two young
women whose parents died as the result of a
murder-suicide; that act of domestic violence

left the girls devastated, frightened and
orphaned. Ms. Miller is now helping them
arrange for legal guardianship.
“My case has taken a very different turn
from what we’d expected at the beginning of
the semester,” says Ms. Miller. “It’s kind of
new territory for us. I’ve been doing a lot of
research and some detective work to try and
determine whether anything has already been
filed. And I’m trying to explain it all to two
young girls.”
Despite the potentially traumatic nature of
the cases they encounter, students are pleased
to be providing what they see as an important
service to the community. “I actually came to
law school to do work with battered women,”
says Ms. Miller. “I’m enjoying feeling like I’m
helping people put some order into their
lives.”
“This issue affects the lives of so many
women of different ethnic groups, socioeconomic groups, ages, etc.,” notes Ms.
Turner. “I think that many students have
known a woman who has been a victim of
violence or sexual assault. The notion that you
can help to put a halt to this pattern is a
powerful one.”
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Top to bottom: Stephen Marquardt, LeAnna Gutierrez and Bernardo Merino
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Presidential Fellows
Three law students join a campuswide team to study the lessons of leadership
By Melinda Myers Vaughn

USC’s Presidential Fellows program is all
about building bridges — bridges between
academic disciplines, bridges between people,
bridges between the ivory tower and the
community.
For third-year law students LeAnna
Gutierrez, Bernardo Merino and Stephen
Marquardt, the program is also about
building bridges from the people they are to
the people they hope to be.
“It’s about personal growth,” says Mr.
Merino. “You’re realizing what your weaknesses are and confronting those weaknesses,
challenging yourself to put yourself in situations that will help you overcome those
weaknesses. It’s about realizing that once you
set a goal, it is totally attainable.”
The Presidential Fellows program is also
about building a cadre of leaders who emerge
from their graduate studies at USC with the

confidence, skills and vision necessary to not
only succeed in personal and professional
endeavors, but to excel as citizens, community
members and leaders.
“One of the program’s greatest strengths,”
says Bob Turrill, faculty director and professor
of management organization at the Marshall
School of Business, “is its emphasis on ‘transformational leadership.’ When they leave,
people are bigger than they were when they
came. We build bridges across boundaries —
physical ones and emotional ones.”
Learning, Empowering, Leading

Established in 1993 by Warren Bennis,
University
Professor
of
Business
Administration and founder of the Leadership
Institute at USC, the Presidential Fellows
program is a leadership training program that
involves about 20 graduate students each year.

Students from throughout the university are
nominated by deans and undergo an intense
application process before being accepted into
the program. The yearlong program is coordinated by Professor Turrill and Cleveland
Stevens, program director.
Throughout the year, students participate
in weekend retreats and meetings designed
to build leadership skills and encourage interdisciplinary interaction. The program focuses,
though, on community service. Teams of
students develop and implement two major
service projects during the year. The time
commitment is enormous for students, most
of whom are in their final year of graduate
study and are already active in numerous
extracurricular programs.
“I don’t think I realized how extensive this
commitment would be,” says Mr. Marquardt,
who is also president of the Student Bar
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“ Leadership

Association. “I’m supposed to be taking it easy
during my third year of law school, right? But
to accomplish the goals we’ve set, we really
have to be willing to dedicate a significant
amount of time.”
For one of his service projects, Mr.
Marquardt is working with a team of five
students to develop a one-on-one language
program for working-class members of the
Los Angeles Korean community. After identifying a need for English-language
educational programs in Korean neighborhoods, Mr. Marquardt’s team began
developing curriculum, matching up tutors to
learners and building a support system for an
ESL program they hope will long outlive their
time as presidential fellows.
“If we involve members of the community
in the development of the
program, it will continue after
we’re gone,” Mr. Marquardt
says.
Mr. Merino and Ms.
Gutierrez are working together
with several other fellows to
create a coalition of community
organizations,
government
offices, schools and neighborhood groups in areas near USC
to address the “digital divide”
that often puts poor people at a
technological and economic
disadvantage. They, too, hope their project
will be self-sustaining, so they’ve worked
closely with community organizations to set
up its infrastructure.
“Our goal is to get community members
to come together to decide what is needed to
help bridge the divide, such as more
computers, computer training, more access to
the Internet, more access to computers themselves, etc.,” says Ms. Gutierrez. “Then we’ll
help the community achieve the solutions we
develop. For example, a lot of community
centers have computers, but they are not set

is best learned in

concert with other

people and in
concert with service.

”
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up and no one really knows how to use them
effectively. So we’ll work to get those centers
up and running with updated technology and
training seminars for kids and parents alike.”
The group identified a community need
for computers and computer support after
completing an initial service project at the
outset of the year. During the first few weeks
of the school year, fellows were challenged to
come up with a service project that seemed
difficult to accomplish in two weeks. Then
the teams had to accomplish the goal.
“We chose to get 50 computers to donate
to neighborhood schools,” says Mr. Merino.
“Given the time frame, it seemed impossible.
But we approached different companies,
different departments at USC, even our classmates. By the end of the two weeks, we had
90 computers to give to local schools.”
Presidential fellows set lofty goals for their
projects, but many agree that the most challenging part of the program is overcoming
personal doubts about their capabilities, their
skills and their ability to make a difference in
the community.
“The personal stuff is a lot harder for me,”
says Mr. Marquardt. “It’s easy for me to take
on a professional challenge. But now I’m
valuing my work more, building more selfrespect and self-assuredness. I’m more
confident in my decisions because of this
program. That type of confidence is necessary
for any leader.
“At the same time, I’m also more willing to
depend on others, to delegate work, to give
myself more credit and to give other people
more credit,” he adds.
“One realization I’ve had is that I can
empower other people by being completely
honest with them,” says Mr. Merino. “There
are so many people who really care about
things and are willing to go out of their way to
help you. You just have to let them understand whatever it is you’re passionate about.”
The interdisciplinary nature of the fellows
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program has been particularly stimulating,
students agree. “It’s challenging to be working
with a large group,” says Ms. Gutierrez. “But
it has been interesting and rewarding to meet
and work with other people from other
programs.”
“It’s actually a relief from being
surrounded by law students,” says Mr. Merino
with a laugh. “It’s giving my legal education
a completely different spin.”
Other fellows are studying linguistics,
dentistry, business, social work, public administration, medicine and public art, among
other subjects. The breadth of the group’s
interests, skills and knowledge, says Professor
Turrill, has only enhanced the program’s effectiveness in teaching participants that leaders
must not only work with people of differing
backgrounds, but also be willing to learn from
them.
“Leadership is best learned in concert with
other people and in concert with service,” he
says. “This year’s group is the most coherent
one we’ve had. We’ve always had stars, but as
a total group, this is the most cohesive,
‘achievingest’ group we’ve seen.”
With three law students participating this
year — the largest group from any one school
— Professor Turrill says the program benefits greatly from the unique experiences and
knowledge law students offer.
“Most law students that participate have
a public interest law focus that is very helpful
to our projects,” he says. “Bernardo, for
instance, is very committed to working with
under-represented people. His experiences
have helped us look more closely at diversity
issues.”
Committed to Careers of Service

All three of this year’s participants from the
Law School have extensive experience in
community service and political activism. Mr.
Merino, a native of Mexico, has worked with
numerous
organizations
throughout

California to promote immigrants’ rights and
the growth of democracy in Mexico. He
supervised observance of the 1994 federal
elections in Mexico with a nongovernmental
organization, worked as a researcher for the
president of the Mexican Senate from 1995 to
1996, and since 1997, has worked with agencies that provide legal and educational services
to immigrants. His professional goal, he says,
is to change immigration law so that it recognizes and protects the rights of immigrants.
Ms. Gutierrez started volunteering for
Take Back the Night when she was 13; since
then, she’s worked in various battered
women’s shelters, volunteered with Planned
Parenthood and taught English and computer
skills to migrant workers in Texas. She was a
bilingual elementary school teacher for three
years before coming to USC; she came to
USC in part because of its nationally recognized Post-Conviction Justice Project, a
clinical program that enables students to
represent incarcerated people in post-conviction court proceedings. She remains
particularly interested in issues of rape and
domestic violence.
Mr. Marquardt spent two years before
coming to USC working in Guatemala and
Mexico. He was an elementary school teacher
in Torreón, Mexico, and later worked as the
program coordinator for Centro de Estudios
de Español Pop Wuj, a community organization that addresses the education,
infrastructure and health needs of impoverished communities in Guatemala. Since
returning to the United States, he’s worked
with the Inner City Law Center, researching
housing law, and with El Rescate Legal
Services, providing legal services to immigrants. He’s now working for Rep. Xavier
Becerra (D-Calif.), a congressman and Los
Angeles mayoral candidate.
“When I first came to USC, I wasn’t sure
I wanted to be here,” Mr. Marquardt says.
“What I was doing in Guatemala was so

PRESIDENTIAL F ELLOWS

important. I was working 65 hours a week for
$45, but I loved it because the work positively
impacted lives. Being able to use the knowledge I’ve gained at USC Law and applying it
to community work through programs like
the Public Interest Law Foundation and the
fellows program has allowed me to remain
focused on why I came to law school. ”
Being a presidential fellow, it seems, is
providing all of these students with a way to
continue serving the community, even as they
focus much of their energies and time on
academic pursuits. All of them say they will
incorporate community service into their
professional careers after graduation.
“I feel that those of us who go to USC are
so privileged to be here, that we have a moral
obligation to give to the surrounding community,” says Ms. Gutierrez. “I have always felt
that we should do more to build up the area
around USC, and I want to do what I can to
achieve that.”
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Writers at Work
Sex and power. Civil rights in Cold War
America. Slavery’s legal legacy. One thing
is certain: These professors are not afraid
of controversy.
Three recent books by USC law faculty
members tackle controversial subjects
with the precision and sagacity that is
characteristic of USC legal scholarship. In
Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the
Image of American Democracy, Sex &
Power and Double Character: Slavery
and Mastery in the Antebellum Southern
Courtroom, Professors Mary Dudziak,
Susan Estrich and Ariela Gross offer new
evidence that USC law professors are
broadening perspectives, shaping the field
and challenging the status quo.

Left to right: Professors Susan Estrich, Mary Dudziak and Ariela Gross
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“Segregation made us look bad and cast doubt on American
democracy among leaders in African, Latin American and Asian
nations. American presidents and diplomats feared that other
nations would be slow to embrace democracy if they saw
Americans denying basic rights to their own citizens.”

The Cold War’s Role in Civil Rights

When professor Mary Dudziak began her
research into school desegregation in the
1950s, her plan was simply to write an
academic paper on the topic. But, somewhere
along the way, she found an even bigger story
— a story many scholars believe could change
the way Americans view the Cold War and the
civil rights movement.
Her newly released book, Cold War Civil
Rights: Race and the Image of American
Democracy (Princeton University Press, 2000)
examines how the fight against communism
forced American leaders — embarrassed on
the world stage by oppression at home — to
support desegregation. Her work begins with
post-World War II race discrimination and
extends through the passage of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of
1965.
“When I started my research, the question
I kept coming back to was ‘How is Brown v.
Board of Education a McCarthy-era case?’”
Professor Dudziak said. “Even though Brown
was decided in 1954 during the McCarthy
era, most people think of the Cold War and
civil rights as unrelated. But they are linked
quite strongly.
“Segregation made us look bad and cast
doubt on American democracy among leaders

in African, Latin American and Asian
nations,” she added. “American presidents
and diplomats feared that other nations would
be slow to embrace democracy if they saw
Americans denying basic rights to their own
citizens.”
After a segregated U.S. military defeated
a racist regime during World War II, bigotry
in America quickly became a concern among
our allies, said Professor Dudziak. “It also
became a chief source for Soviet propaganda,
which was difficult to refute. It was an important issue in every presidential administration
from Truman to Johnson.”
The connection between civil rights and
the Cold War was especially evident during
President Kennedy’s administration. “Initially
he backburnered civil rights because he didn’t
want it to interfere with his foreign policy and
economic initiatives,” Professor Dudziak said.
“But he eventually had no choice because it
did interfere.”
One case, in particular, caused an international flap. An ambassador from Chad was
driving on Highway 40 from New York to
Washington, D.C., to meet with President
Kennedy. Along the way, the ambassador
stopped for coffee at a diner in Maryland. He
was promptly thrown out: The establishment
was “whites only.”

The State Department Office of Special
Protocol set up a division solely to deal with
discrimination against black diplomats. They
soon realized, however, that abolishing
discrimination for all blacks was the only
answer.
This was one of the reasons that Secretary
of State Dean Rusk lobbied for the passage
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Professor
Dudziak said. “Foreign affairs is not the only
reason for civil rights reform during the 1950s
and ’60s, but it’s one of the reasons that
Congress got so interested in social change,”
she added.
Professor Dudziak spent months crisscrossing the country, visiting libraries and
poring over recently released archival information to explore the link between civil rights
and the Cold War. Scholars, who have lauded
the book as the first to document an important historical connection, describe it as
“meticulously researched and beautifully
written.” The author hopes to reach readers
beyond academia.
“We are faced with new international
scrutiny of American culture and politics in
our own day,” Professor Dudziak said.
“Perhaps we can learn from this earlier episode
when international criticism helped motivate
important reforms at home.”
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“It may be true that mothers work fewer hours than men while
their children are young, but they also drink less, abuse drugs less,
commit fewer crimes, live longer, have fewer heart attacks, get
into fewer fights at work.”

Sex and Power in the Workplace

If a quarter of all MBAs in 1975 were earned
by women, then how come men still hold the
top job at 99 percent of Fortune 500 firms?
That’s the conundrum at the heart of Susan
Estrich’s new book Sex & Power (Riverhead
Books, 2000), in which the USC law and
political science professor marshals chilling
evidence that 40 years after the feminist
revolution, a wide chasm still separates
women and men in the workforce.
Despite anti-discrimination legislation, 88
percent of police officers and 90 percent of
firefighters are still men, Professor Estrich
says. In professions where women have made
significant inroads — law, academia, medicine, politics, entertainment and high-tech —
salary inequities stubbornly persist. At the rate
we’re going, a New York Times Magazine
article projects, women will achieve workplace
parity in 270 years and equality in Congress
in 500.
Professor Estrich’s goal isn’t to shock but to
galvanize. She reminds readers that American
women have access to vast power – they
comprise 51 percent of the electorate and
make 83 percent of all consumer purchases
– if they would but seize it. Imagine if half of
American corporate and government leaders
were women, she hypothesizes. Would
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schools be better? Would video games be less
violent? Would contraceptives be covered by
insurance? Would men find it easier to take
paternity leave?
Professor Estrich’s qualifications to take on
this thorny topic are impeccable. As the first
woman to manage a presidential campaign
(for Gov. Michael Dukakis in 1988), she has
personally scaled the parapets of power. She
laces her book with anecdotes about highprofile friends such as Hillary Clinton and
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. She
tells of testy phone calls with Vice President Al
Gore and jocular exchanges with President
Bill Clinton.
Sex & Power indicts the very infrastructure
of the American workplace, calibrated so that
the critical years for success overlap precisely
with a woman’s reproductive years. This
doesn’t really work in corporations’ best
interest. “It may be true that mothers work
fewer hours than men while their children are
young,” Professor Estrich writes, “but they
also drink less, abuse drugs less, commit fewer
crimes, live longer, have fewer heart attacks,
get into fewer fights at work.”
The strategy of women trying to best men
at their own game is a bankrupt one, Professor
Estrich believes. Instead, she advocates that
women unite to change the workplace, urging

them to use their enormous economic and
political clout to demand that companies
cooperate.
Slavery’s Double Character

Ariela Gross sometimes wept while reviewing
age-yellowed documents that detailed the
slavery-related battles waged by white antebellum defendants and plaintiffs in the Deep
South.
“Sometimes I would sit there alone in
some little room in an Alabama or Mississippi
courthouse, in tears regarding this horrible
story of how a slave was beaten,” said
Professor Gross. “There are so many of these
little stories, so long forgotten and so heartrending. I found it always to be both very
emotional and humbling to read these stories
of people who survived things that I couldn’t
imagine living through.”
Double Character: Slavery and Mastery in
the Antebellum Southern Courtroom
(Princeton University Press, 2000), which
slowly segued from a paper Gross wrote for
a 1990 seminar into a Ph.D. dissertation, is an
historical account of thousands of legal
disputes that arose out of the buying, selling
and hiring out of human beings as chattel.
In the process of researching and writing
the book, Professor Gross learned as much
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“Every single case put a white man’s honor on trial. If the case
revolved around a slave’s behavior, it immediately reflected on the
master’s ability to manage the slave. The relations among whites to
some extent were ordered by the kind of master they were thought
to be.”

about the European-American buyers and
sellers as she did about the Africans who were
regarded as slaves for life.
“I spent weeks and months looking at
records that hadn’t been touched in 150
years,” she said. “I was struck that the courtrooms were the fora not only for battles over a
slave’s character, but for battles over the character of his master. It was like being presented
with a window that you don’t get to open
often.”
For instance, legal disputes that hinged on
whether a slave owner sold someone who was
a known risk for running away called into
question the honesty of the seller. Or the
honor of a landowner was challenged in
lawsuits where plaintiffs sought damages from
defendants who had killed or maimed a slave
owned by the plaintiff. Maintaining honor
was crucial to Southern ideology, for it
allowed a class-stratified society, according to
Professor Gross.
“Every single case put a white man’s honor
on trial,” Professor Gross said. “If the case
revolved around a slave’s behavior, it immediately reflected on the master’s ability to
manage the slave. The relations among whites
to some extent were ordered by the kind of
master they were thought to be.”
In addition, courtroom contests gave slaves

a humanity they weren’t supposed to have, she
said. For example, plaintiffs seeking civil
damages for a slave injured by a defendant
were often forced to contradict the stereotype
of blacks as lazy, childlike and stupid when
they described their human property as industrious, intelligent and trustworthy. And
blacks, although barred from testifying in
court, asserted their humanness when white
witnesses repeated slaves’ second-hand testimony to back up owners’ claims of ill
treatment at the hands of a white defendant.
“The book is about this double character
of white racial ideology,” Professor Gross
explains. “On one level, whites believed that
slavery was the best condition for black people
to be in, but on another level in everyday life,
they quite unconsciously dealt with them on
a very individual basis as people — not necessarily more respectful or kindly — just more
human.”
Professor Gross also discovered the extent
to which a Southern lawyer’s practice was
based on civil lawsuits arising out of slavery.
“This was the day-to-day business of the
fanciest lawyer in town down to the apprentice,” she said.
In Double Character, she concludes that
slavery was central to Southern society,
affecting whites as well as blacks. In

researching and writing the book, Professor
Gross married her love of history with
teaching law.
“Historians and legal scholars need to
recognize the richness and importance of the
law in everyday life,” she said. “This study is
an example of how the law is lived by ordinary
people. It shows that laws aren’t just handed
down by the Supreme Court and the legislature, but are testaments to what people make
them.”

— by Gilien Silsby, Diane Krieger and
Sharon Stewart; reprinted with permission
from the USC Chronicle and Trojan Family
Magazine.
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A new research center assembles a diverse
team of scholars to study law and economics
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nterdisciplinary study is nothing new to
the USC Law School. For years, the
school has confronted the study of law not as
an independent academic discipline but
rather as the embodiment of the ideas, expectations and policies that are developed within
and informed by a range of other disciplines.
USC’s law faculty itself is a testament to
the school’s commitment to interdisciplinary
research. Its professors are experts in fields
such as psychology, communication, history,
philosophy and medicine, but USC’s law
faculty are particularly recognized as national
leaders in law and economics — an increasingly popular field of study that uses
economic analysis to examine relationships
between law and individual behavior.
USC has taken advantage of this wealth of
expertise by establishing the Center for Law,
Economics and Organization (CLEO), a
research center that will work to improve our
understanding of how economics, law and
organizations interact. Established last June,
CLEO is both an interdisciplinary and a
multi-departmental center; it draws upon the
resources of the Law School, the Marshall
School of Business and the College of Letters,
Arts and Science’s department of economics
to sponsor front-line research, provide scholarships and fellowships, and organize
conferences, symposia and workshops that
offer new insights and fresh perspectives on
the intersections of law and economics.
Although the center is housed at the Law
School, its affiliates include faculty and
students from throughout the university, and
its directors — Jennifer Arlen, professor of
law, W. Bentley MacLeod, professor of
economics and law, and Eric Talley, professor
of law — represent a diverse team of some of
the university’s brightest scholars. At present,
CLEO is funded in part by a three-year grant
from the university and a grant from the John
M. Olin Foundation.
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Recent Grad Sets Bar for Support with Gift to CLEO
Emily Yukich ’99 says her $5,000 gift to fund student scholarships through the Center for Law, Economics and Organization (CLEO)
was more automatic response than premeditated action.
“My husband and I went to the Law School centennial dinner last year, and we saw the large plaque that lists donors
[of $5,000 or more] by class,” she says. “There was no entry for the Class of 1999. I said, ‘We need to do this.’ I’d always
known I wanted to support the Law School, partly because I had received a partial scholarship for my three years there.
For everything USC gave me — not just the scholarship but this whole world of opportunity — it doesn’t take a lot of
thought to see that you should give back.”
For Ms. Yukich, that world of opportunity includes her position as an associate attorney with Folger, Levin & Kahn,
where she practices both transactional law and litigation. A native of Oberlin, Ohio, Ms. Yukich was a Montessori teacher
and, later, the executive director of a preschool in Boston before coming to USC in 1996. When she joined Folger, Levin
& Kahn in March 2000, her salary surpassed her expectations. “My firm raised its salaries for associates last year,” she says. “I wouldn’t have
had that windfall — much less my job — if it weren’t for USC.”
Her support for CLEO stems from her excitement about the center’s programs and plans for the future. She hopes her scholarship
support will encourage more women to enter the field of law and economics. “I have an affinity for new ventures,” she says. “And it’s
important to encourage women to enter those fields that they traditionally aren’t involved in — not just for women, but for the field.”
She was also inspired by a quotation engraved on another plaque in the Law School’s lobby: “Generosity is like our morning and evening
shadows — long, and reaching places where we do not stand.” The notion that a gift can benefit students for years to come, she says, is
a powerful one.
“That list of names gives a message to other graduates and to current and prospective students,” she says. “It says that people consider
the Law School a worthwhile cause. It shows that the school is a vibrant place, that people who come out of this school are successful, and
they feel it’s important to continue to support it. I wanted to get the ball rolling for my class. I hope my name is just the first of many.”

An Evolving Field

Effective legal regulation of business requires
that policymakers correctly diagnose the problems in need of resolution, and that they
correctly anticipate how business will respond
to new laws. Law and economics scholars
believe economic analysis of business organizations can help regulators gain this
understanding.
Over the past half-century, the economic
study of business organizations has undergone
at least two significant transformations.
Initially, such analysis centered on the premise
that businesses were motivated by the desire to
maximize profits — and nothing more. Little
attention was paid to the internal workings of
an organization or the people who managed
it. Consequently, most early law and
economics scholarship focused on when and
how the law could regulate product markets

and consumers through mechanisms such as
antitrust and tort law.
During the mid-1980s, economists began
to recognize that companies cannot necessarily be assumed to be profit maximizing
entities that invariably do whatever is in their
own best interests. Rather, a company’s
behavior is determined by a multitude of individuals — including shareholders, directors,
managers and employees — who each pursue
and are motivated by distinct interests. Thus,
to understand how a company would behave,
economists theorized, it is necessary to understand the incentives facing the individuals
who control it.
This insight held important implications
for the law: It implied that legal rules could
serve an important purpose not only in regulating arm’s-length market relationships,
but also in regulating relationships within

organizations themselves through employment law, fiduciary law and corporate
governance rules.
Still, this analysis of behavior within the
firm retained a standard assumption of
economic theory that presumes all individuals
make rational choices. Recently, scholars
within both economics and cognitive
psychology have challenged this assumption
based on a rich body of psychological research
— and individual experiences — that suggests
people often do not behave in a strictly
rational way, and in fact tend to deviate from
the assumptions of rational-choice theory in
systematic and often predictable ways.
These insights have given rise to a third
wave of scholarship, behavioral economics,
which hopes to incorporate a more nuanced
model of human behavior into pre-existing
economic methodologies. When combined
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with economic analysis of organizational
behavior, behavioral economics promises to
create a more sophisticated, realistic and parsimonious account of organizational behavior.
The consequences for law are of equal importance, since the prudent design of legal rules
turns critically on making accurate predictions
about how individuals and organizations
respond to their environment.
An Intellectual Advantage

CLEO’s goal — and challenge — is to integrate the Law School’s traditional role as a
locus of interdisciplinary scholarship with
these emerging and increasingly eclectic
accounts of organizational behavior being

developed in the academic circles of law, business, psychology and economics.
Because USC has such strong programs in
all of these areas, CLEO already has an intellectual advantage. In addition, the Law
School’s long-standing commitment to interdisciplinary scholarship and its own faculty
expertise in business law and economics — six
of the school’s faculty members hold graduate
degrees in economics and many others
frequently conduct research within the field
— provide a solid basis upon which to build
this important new center.
Indeed, CLEO already has met tremendous success. Last summer, the center
sponsored a multi-departmental faculty work-

shop involving professors from the Law
School, the Marshall School, the Leventhal
School of Accounting and the departments of
economics, psychology and international relations. Throughout the school year, CLEO
sponsors weekly faculty workshops at the Law
School that draw faculty and graduate
students from across the university. The center
has already organized two major conferences,
one on corporate law and another on behavioral economics, and its working paper series
has given scholars in a range of disciplines the
opportunity to gather insight, criticisms and
advice from their colleagues.
As it provides new avenues for collaborative research among faculty, CLEO is also

Olin Grants Enable Students, Recent Grads to Study with USC Experts
Since 1992, the John M. Olin Foundation has supported law and economics programs, scholarships and fellowships at USC. Under the
direction of the Center for Law, Economics and Organization, Olin fellowships and scholarships will continue to be awarded to students and
recent graduates whose academic interests focus on the relationship between law and economics.
Kathryn M. Zeiler, a third-year law student who is concurrently pursuing a doctorate in economics at California
Institute of Technology, has received two Olin summer fellowships. Ms. Zeiler — a certified public accountant — is
studying how the law affects contracting between health care organizations and physicians. When she completes
her Ph.D. in 2003, she hopes to teach economics, law or health care policy.
“USC is a great place for economics because a large portion of the law faculty have joint degrees,” she says,
noting that CLEO offers exciting research opportunities for students who are interested in law and economics. “USC
also has been really good about designing a unique program for me. I’ve been able to take several courses on
law and economics, a class on health law and tax courses that have helped me tailor my studies.”
Laura A. Noroski, Navid Soleymani and Stacie D. Yee are the 2000-01 Olin Scholars. Ms. Noroski, a first-year
Kathryn Zeiler, Laura Noroski student, holds an undergraduate degree in economics from UCLA. She will work for a federal bankruptcy judge this
summer. Mr. Soleymani, a third-year student, holds an undergraduate degree in business-economics from UCLA.
He will clerk for Judge David R. Thompson of the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals after graduation. Ms. Yee, a second-year student,
holds a bachelor’s degree in government from Claremont McKenna College and has externed for Justice Earl Johnson, Jr. of the California
Court of Appeal.
CLEO also provides fellowship support for graduate students interested in studying with USC faculty mentors in preparation for teaching
careers. Two Olin fellows-in-residence studied at USC during summer 2000. Eric R. Claeys ’94, the Bigelow Teaching Fellow and a law
lecturer at the University of Chicago Law School, clerked for Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist of the U.S. Supreme Court after graduating
from USC and was later an associate with Kirkland & Ellis in Washington, D.C. Chris Harrison is a recent graduate of New York University
School of Law who studies psychology, economics and corporate issues. After a clerkship with the Delaware Chancery Court next year,
he plans to begin a career teaching law.
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offering unique learning opportunities to
USC students. With funding from the John
M. Olin Foundation and other supporters,
the center provides scholarships to students
whose backgrounds and interests lie in
economics and law. CLEO’s faculty members
are supervising student research projects and
inviting students to participate in their
research. And, interdisciplinary courses —
Professor MacLeod’s Law and Economics
course, for example — offer law students and
graduate economics students the opportunity
to explore their disciplines together. In addition, the center has enriched the university’s
overall academic environment by bringing
professors and scholars from around the
country to study and lecture at USC.
The center’s success in its first year has
generated immense optimism about its
prospects for the future — and that optimism
is shared by the school’s alumni and friends.
Matilda Barnett, a longtime supporter of the
Law School, recently established the Gabriel
and Matilda Barnett Faculty Research
Endowment in Law and Business to provide
research stipends to law and business professors. Additional support from recent graduate
Emily Yukich will help fund another student
scholarship.
With the support and commitment of
generous friends and top faculty and students,
CLEO will undoubtedly position USC as a
preeminent force in the study of law,
economics and organization.

CLEO

CLEO Conference to Examine Behavioral Economics
USC’s Center for Law, Economics and Organization (CLEO) will mount its second
major conference this spring. The Conference on Behavioral Economics,
Organizations and Law, to be co-sponsored by the California Institute of Technology,
will bring a group of scholars from around the country to discuss how emerging
theories of behavioral economics will affect the study of law and organizations.
The conference will be held Saturday, June 2 through Sunday, June 3, 2001, at
the University of Southern California, and is being coordinated by USC professors
Jennifer Arlen, Eric Talley and W. Bentley MacLeod, and Caltech professor Colin F.
Camerer. Scheduled speakers include Cass R. Sunstein, University of Chicago Law
School; Donald C. Langevoort, Georgetown Law Center; George Loewenstein,
Carnegie Mellon University; Benjamin E. Hermalin, University of California, Berkeley,
Haas School of Business; Sendhil Mullainathan, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology; Simon Gächter, University of Zurich Institute for Empirical Research
in Economics; Professor Camerer, Caltech; and Professor MacLeod, USC.
Behavioral economics is a relatively new area of scholarship that examines how
decision-making processes respond to a combination of economic incentives and noneconomic, cognitive phenomena such as systematic overconfidence and errors in
assessing probabilities. The approach represents a departure from the way economists have studied organizations in the past, concentrating exclusively on how purely
economic incentives affect behavior among calculated, rational individuals.
The Conference on Behavioral Economics, Organizations and Law will examine
a central problem facing proponents of behavioral economics: the relative paucity of
current scholarship directly addressing the implications of the field for organizational
behavior. Though experimental and behavioral economists have studied human
behavior as it relates to individual decision making and markets, the behavior of individuals acting within organizational hierarchies has remained largely unexplored. This
omission, most scholars agree, cannot be remedied simply by analogizing to what is
already known in individual-oriented studies because, as experimental economists have
already shown, cognitive patterns of behavior depend heavily on context.
CLEO’s June conference aims to bridge the methodological divide between existing
theories of the organization and emerging theories from behavioral economics. Sessions
will focus on papers examining human behavior in the hierarchical contexts that characterize the structure of most organizations — particularly firms. Through this
conference, CLEO aims to not only stimulate additional work in the area, but also
redirect such work specifically toward primary scholarship that focuses on business
organizations.
USC/UCLA Corporate Law Roundtable Conference

Last October, CLEO also helped organize the first USC/UCLA Corporate Law
Roundtable, co-sponsored by the UCLA School of Law. Speakers included Ehud
Kamar, USC; Lucian A. Bebchuk, Harvard University Law School; Hillary Sale,
University of Iowa College of Law; Timothy Malloy, UCLA; Stephen Choi, UCBerkeley Boalt Hall School of Law; and Frank Partnoy, University of San Diego Law
School. The conference is slated to be held again this fall. For more information on
CLEO conferences, contact Professor Jennifer Arlen at (213) 740-5343.
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CLEO Law Faculty
Jennifer H. Arlen

Ivadelle and Theodore Johnson Professor of Law
and Business; director, USC Center for Law,
Economics and Organization
Degrees: B.A. economics, Harvard University;
J.D., Ph.D. economics, New York University
Research Interests: Corporate civil and criminal
liability, behavioral law and economics, securities
fraud, tort liability
Recent Publications: “Regulating Corporate
Criminal Sentencing: Federal Guidelines and the
Sentencing of Public Firms” (with Cindy
Alexander and Mark Cohen), Journal of Law and
Economics (1999); “The Future of Behavioral
Economics and the Law,” Vanderbilt Law Review
(1998).
Courses Taught: Business Organizations,
Securities Fraud, Corporate and White Collar
Crime, Business Law, Economics (at California
Institute of Technology)

of the California Attorney General’s Report” (with
Linda S. Beres), Loyola of Los Angeles Law
Review (1998); “Do Three Strikes Laws Make
Sense?: Habitual Offender Statutes and Criminal
Incapacitation” (with Linda S. Beres), Georgetown
Law Journal (1998).
Courses Taught: Criminal Law, Federal Income
Taxation

Linda R. Cohen

Ehud Kamar

Assistant Professor of law
Degrees: LL.M, LL.B. Hebrew University of Jerusalem; J.S.D., LL.M Columbia University
Research Interests: Corporate law, organizations,
mergers and acquisitions; now studying corporate
law as a product of imperfect competition among
regulators, using industrial organization theory to
analyze how the imperfect nature of competition
shapes corporate law.
Recent Publications: “Price Discrimination in the
Market for Corporate Law” (with Marcel Kahan),
Cornell Law Review (2001); “Shareholder
Litigation Under Indeterminate Corporate Law,”
University of Chicago Law Review (1999).
Courses Taught: Business Organizations, Mergers and Acquisitions

Thomas D. Griffith
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of Private Prosecution in 13th-Century England,”
Law and History Review (2001); “Non-Promotion
and Judicial Independence,” Southern California
Law Review (1999).
Courses Taught: Procedure, Intellectual Property
W. Bentley MacLeod

Professor of economics, University of California,
Irvine; beginning joint UCI-USC appointment fall
2001
Degrees: A.B. mathematics, University of California, Berkeley; Ph.D. social sciences, Caltech
Research Interests: Political economy, government
regulation, government policy for research and
development, positive political theory and law
Recent Publications: “Soft Money, Hard Choices:
Research Universities and University Hospitals,”
Challenges to Universities, The Brookings
Institution (1997); “Judicial Deference to Agency
Action: A Rational Choice Theory and an Empirical
Test,” with Matthew L. Spitzer, Southern California
Law Review (1996).

John B. Milliken Professor of Taxation
Degrees: A.B. Brown University; M.A.T. Harvard
University Graduate School of Education; J.D.
Harvard Law School.
Research Interests: Tax policy, criminal justice
Recent Publications: “Did ‘Three Strikes’ Cause
the Recent Drop in California Crime? An Analysis

and economic analysis of suits and settlements
Recent Publications: “Settlement and the Decline

Daniel M. Klerman

Professor of law
Degrees: B.A. history, mathematics and philosophy, Yale University; J.D. University of Chicago
Law School; Ph.D. history, University of Chicago
Research Interests: Economic analysis of legal
history, intellectual property, English legal history

Professor of economics and law; director, USC
Center for Law, Economics and Organization;
director, department of economics’ law and
economics program
Degrees: B.A., Queen’s University; M.Sc., Ph.D.,
University of British Columbia
Research Interests: Incentives and contract
formation, the interface between cognition, decision making and contract formation
Recent Publications: “Worker Cooperation and
the Ratchet Effect” (with H. Lorne Carmichael),
Journal of Labor Economics (2000); “Job
Characteristics, Wages and the Employment
Contract,” Federal Bank of St. Louis Review
(May/June 1999).
Courses Taught: Law and Economics, Microeconomics, Contract Theory
Edward J. McCaffery

Maurice Jones, Jr. Professor of Law, joint appointment with California Institute of Technology
Degrees: B.A. classics and philosophy, Yale
University; J.D., Harvard; M.A. economics, USC
Research Interests: Tax policy and reform, property, law and economics, feminist theory,
psychology and law, legal theory and philosophy
Recent Publications: Getting Tax Right, University
of Chicago Press (2000); Taxing Women,
University of Chicago Press (1997).
Courses Taught: Corporate Taxation, Federal
Income Taxation, Partnership Taxation, Property,
Tax Policy Seminar, Introduction to the Law (at
Caltech)
Dan Simon

Associate Professor of law
Degrees: LL.B. Tel Aviv University; M.B.A. INSEAD,

F E AT UR E S

Fontainbleau, France; S.J.D. Harvard University.
Research Interests: Law and psychology, the

psychology of reasoning and decision making,
experimental psychology and its application to the
law, experimentation of juror behavior
Recent Publications: “Bidirectional Reasoning in
Decision Making by Constraint Satisfaction” (with
Keith J. Holyoak), The Journal of Experimental
Psychology (1999); “A Psychological Model of
Judicial Reasoning,” Rutgers Law Journal (1998).
Courses Taught: Law and Psychology, Criminal
Law, Social Psychology of Criminal Law Seminar
Matthew L. Spitzer

Dean and Carl M. Franklin Professor of Law
Degrees: B.A. University of California, Los

Angeles; J.D. USC; Ph.D. Social Science, Caltech
Research Interests: Law and economics, broadcast regulation
Recent Publications: “A First Glance at the
Constitutionality of the V-Chip Rating,” Television
Violence and Public Policy, University of Michigan
Press (1998); Administrative Law and Regulatory
Policy: Problems, Text, and Cases (with others),
Aspen Publishers (1998).
Courses Taught: Administrative Law, Broadcast
Regulation, Economic Analysis of Law

Recent Publications: “Land Use and Biodiversity,”
Ecology Law Quarterly (2000); “Biological Assets
in Law and Economics,” in Protection of
Biodiversity: Converging Strategies, Duke
University Press (1998).
Courses Taught: Business Organizations,
International Environmental Law, Property, Rights
of Groups, and Law, Language and Ethics
Eric L. Talley

Professor of law; director, USC Center for Law,
Economics and Organization
Degrees: B.A. economics and mathematics,
University of California, San Diego; J.D., Ph.D.
economics, Stanford University
Research Interests: Corporations, contracts,
law and game theory
Recent Publications: “A Theory of Legal Presumptions” with Antonio Bernardo & Ivo Welch, Journal
of Law, Economics and Organization (2000);
“Turning Servile Opportunities to Gold: A Strategic
Analysis of the Corporate Opportunities Doctrine,”
Yale Law Journal (1998).
Courses Taught: Business Organizations, Contracts, Quantitative Methods in the Law, Law and
Strategic Behavior, Behavioral Law and
Economics, Legal Regulation of Securities
Markets (at Caltech)

Christopher D. Stone

Mark I. Weinstein

J. Thomas McCarthy Trustee Professor of Law
Degrees: A.B. philosophy, Harvard University;
J.D. Yale University
Research Interests: Environmental law, white
collar and corporate crime, legal philosophy, biodiversity, ocean policy, trade law

Professor of finance and business economics;
professor of business and law
Degrees: B.S. Statistics, M.B.A., Ph.D. business
economics and finance, University of Chicago;
M.S.I.A. economics, Carnegie-Mellon University
Research Interests: Securities markets issues,
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corporate finance, asset pricing in major finance
journals, the interactions of corporate law and
corporate finance, the economics of the entertainment industry
Recent Publications: “The Appraisal Remedy and
Merger Premiums,” American Law and
Economics Review (1999); “Profit-Sharing
Contracts in Hollywood: Evolution and Analysis,”
Journal of Legal Studies (1998).
Courses Taught: Corporate and Financial
Strategies, Economics and Finance of the
Entertainment Industry, Corporate Finance (at the
Law School)
>

CLEO’s Visiting Faculty

Gillian K. Hadfield

Spring 2001 visiting professor; Olin Fellow in Law
and Economics; professor of law, University of
Toronto
Degrees: B.A. economics, Queen’s University;
J.D., Ph.D. economics, Stanford University
Research Interests: Contract theory and law,
theories of conflict and dispute resolution, the
economics of legal institutions and organizations
Recent Publications: “The Price of Law: How the
Market for Lawyers Distorts the Justice System,”
Michigan Law Review (2000); The Second
Wave of Law and Economics (with Megan
Richardson), Federation Press (1999).
Courses Taught: Evaluating the Legal System (at
USC)
Peter H. Huang

Fall 2001 visiting professor; Olin Fellow in Law
and Economics; professor of law, University of
Pennsylvania
Degrees: J.D., Stanford University; Ph.D. applied
mathematics, Harvard University
Research Interests: Corporate law and finance,
market equilibrium, online data mining
Recent Publications: “Teaching Corporate Law
From an Option Perspective,” Georgia Law
Review (2000); “Anger, Remorse and Bargaining
Over Property Rights,” Oregon Law Review
(2000).
Courses Taught: Securities Regulation (at USC)
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CLEO WORKSHOPS

CLEO Workshops
>

Summer 2000

Kathryn M. Zeiler
Law student, USC/doctoral candidate,

>

(co-sponsored by the USC Marshall School of Business)

“Two Dimensions of Property Rights”

CLEO/Applied Macroeconomics

W. Bentley MacLeod

California Institute of Technology

Iris Bohnet

Professor of law and economics, USC

“Courts and Contracts: An Equilibrium Model

Professor of public policy, Harvard University

“Cognition and the Theory of Learning by Doing”

of the Effects of Legal Doctrine on Behavior

“More Order With Less Law: On Contract

in the Health Care Arena”

Enforcement, Trust and Crowding”

*Craig Volden
Professor of political economy,

John Matsusaka and Anthony Marino

Andrew Guzmán

Professors, USC Marshall School of Business

Professor of law, University of California, Berkeley

“Delegating Power to Bureaucracies:

“Decision Processes and Agency Problems:

“Choice of Law: New Foundations”

Evidence From the States”

An Economic Analysis of Budgeting Procedures”

Claremont Graduate University

Vikramaditya S. Khanna

Paul Oyer

Linda Cohen

Professor of law, Boston University

Professor of economics, Stanford University

Professor of economics,

“Does Double Jeopardy Help Defendants?”

University of California, Irvine
“The Government Litigant Advantage:
Implications for the Law”

Mark Weinstein
“Limited Liability in California: 1928-1931”

Edward McCaffery
Professor of law, USC
“Perspective and Framing in the Evaluation
of Tax Politics”

Christopher Harrison
“Global Corporate Governance Standards? An
Empirical Study of International Guidelines”

Summer Olin fellow
“Regulatory Federalism: A Collective–Action Survey
of the Commerce Clause”

“Integration of Evidence by Constraint Satisfaction”
with Stephen Read, professor of psychology, UCLA

National fellow, Hoover Institution

Professor of law, Stanford University
“Two Economic Theories of Enforcing Promises”

*Mark Roe
Visiting professor of law, Harvard University
“Doubts About the Quality of Corporate

Omri Yadlin

Conventional Wisdom With Evidence from the
Israeli Experience”

2001

Mariagiovanna Baccara
Visiting professor of finance and business
economics, USC
“From Thought to Practice: A Bargaining Model

Professor of economics, Loyola Marymount
University
“Conditional vs. Unconditional Altruism:

Oliver E. Williamson
Professor of business, economics and law,
University of California, Berkeley

Holger Mueller
Professor of economics, University of Mannheim
“Influence Costs and Hierarchy”

“Individual and Collective Rights of Bondholders”

“Is Stock Manipulation Bad? Questioning the

and the Coming of Sound”

James D. Konow

Professor of law, New York University

Professor of law, Tel Aviv University

“The Effect of a Technology Shock on Contract
Form: Revenue-Sharing in Moving Exhibition

of the Formation of a Firm”

Marcel Kahan

Fall 2000

spring

Andy Hanssen

“Why Law, Economics and Organization?”

Dan Simon
Associate professor of law, USC

USC LAW

Professor of law, Fordham University

Theory and Evidence”

Eric Claeys

“Why Do Firms Use Incentives That Have No
Incentive Effects?”

“Are Lead Counsel Auctions a Winning Strategy?”

Law Argument”

Summer Olin fellow

>

Jill Fisch

Richard Craswell

Professor of business and law, USC
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Professor of law, Northwestern University

*Extended-stay visitors
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Charting the Course

Reflection Offers Opportunities for Growth, Change
by Associate Dean Scott Altman

Several events of the past year have offered the USC Law School community a chance to reflect
upon our successes and make plans for our future. As a result, we’re discussing many new
ideas for faculty and student programs. I’m pleased to report that some of those ideas are already
taking shape; many more are being studied.
The events providing the occasion for reflection included our now-completed dean search,
our reaccreditation by the American Bar Association and the Association of American Law
Schools, and a program review by the university, which is now required of all schools and
departments on campus. As you know by now, our search for a new dean ended in the great
success of selecting Matthew Spitzer to succeed Scott Bice. The process offered a useful chance
to examine the school’s strengths and its challenges. Our work to prepare self-studies for the
ABA, the AALS and the university simply provided a formal means of conducting the reflection that a dean search naturally invites.
All three studies brought faculty from other law schools to USC to offer perspectives on our
program. Uniformly, they praised our educational environment and commended the school’s
efficient operation. Many visitors, and many of our own faculty, also offered ideas for change.
Suggestions included reaching out to faculty throughout the university to enhance interdisciplinary programs and emphasizing certain regional issues, such as the entertainment industry
and its intellectual property concerns and Southern California’s ties to international business
and the Pacific Rim.
The Law School has responded to these suggestions in several ways. First, we are considering
increasing the number of interdisciplinary centers housed at the Law School. These centers facilitate cooperation in scholarship and teaching between law faculty and professors in other
parts of the university. For a number of years, the school has successfully collaborated with
USC’s Keck School of Medicine in managing the Pacific Center on Health Policy and Ethics
and with the USC Annenberg School for Communication in managing the Center for
Communication Law and Policy.
Building upon these successes, we are now launching two new centers: the Center for Law,
Economics and Organization, in cooperation with the USC Marshall School of Business and
USC’s economics department, and the Center for the Study of Law and Politics, in cooperation with the California Institute of Technology. Each has already enriched the interdisciplinary
life of our school. We hope to continue the tradition by establishing additional programs, such
as a Center for Law, History and Culture in partnership with USC’s departments of history,
English and political science, and a Center for Intellectual Property in partnership with the
Annenberg School.
Second, we are now studying how we might enhance the school’s international connections.
A frequent suggestion has been the creation of an LL.M. program for lawyers who are trained
in other countries, perhaps with particular emphasis on lawyers from the Pacific Rim. Such a
program would bring a new kind of diversity to the school and allow us to expand our
curriculum in useful ways. There are many difficulties in starting such a program — all of which
are now being studied. Whether or not we ultimately take this course, we are determined to
find some new avenue to emphasize international connections.
We are confident that our discussions and ideas will help us provide programs, services
and opportunities of the highest quality to our students, faculty and community; I hope to
be able to report in future columns about these and other initiatives generated by the past
few months of self-examination.
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Darling Foundation Honors Graduate’s Legacy With Major Gift

Richard Stack, trustee of the Hugh and
Hazel Darling Foundation, pictured with
a portrait of Mr. and Mrs. Darling.
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Hugh Darling ’27 didn’t witness the revolution of the Information Age, but his legacy has
helped thousands of law students use the latest technology to advance their studies.
For more than a decade, the Hugh and Hazel Darling Foundation has supported legal
education throughout California, providing funding for libraries and scholarships at numerous
schools and legal centers. Now the foundation is helping USC’s law library prepare for the technological advances of the new century.
With its recent $1 million gift to the USC Law School, the foundation is facilitating a
slate of technological enhancements at the school’s library. Funds will be used to install new
carrels, study tables and data network capabilities throughout the library and to redesign and
upgrade the library’s computer and online research labs and video room. The gift also will
help fund a major physical renovation of the library, including improvements to the library’s
public service areas and student study areas, construction of new group-study rooms and installation of additional high-volume shelving. Construction will begin next year and will be spread
over two summers to avoid disruptions during the academic year.
Past gifts from the foundation to the Law School include more than $1 million to support
student scholarships.
A 1927 graduate of the USC Law School, Hugh Darling practiced law in Los Angeles for
58 years and was a nationally recognized expert on airline regulation. He was active in numerous
community and professional organizations, serving as president of the Los Angeles County Bar
Association and on the Beverly Hills City Council before becoming that city’s mayor in 1960.
He was dedicated to the law and widely respected for his integrity.
“He held high personal and professional standards, and I learned a great deal from him,”
says Richard L. Stack, who joined Mr. Darling’s law firm, Darling, Hall & Rae, after graduating
from Loyola Law School in 1973. Mr. Stack is a partner with the firm, focusing on business law,
real estate, trusts, estates and nonprofit organizations. He is also the sole trustee of the Hugh
and Hazel Darling Foundation.
“Hugh was proud to be a lawyer,” Mr. Stack recalls. “He thought the law was a noble and
important profession. He was a good mentor. He realized the importance of education, both
in the formal sense and as a continuing, lifelong pursuit of knowledge. As a young associate
in Hugh’s firm, I got the best education I could have ever hoped for.”
Mr. Darling had an active, inquiring mind and delighted in sharing with others, says Mr.
Stack. A reader on a wide range of subjects, Mr. Darling often gave copies of books he found
important to friends and associates. His daily routine included reading from the Bible. “The
left pages of his Bible were in Spanish, and the right pages were in English,” Mr. Stack recalls,
noting that Mr. Darling learned Spanish while working on a Mexican fishing boat as a young
man. “He felt it was very important to be proficient in more than one language.”
Hazel Smith Darling, a shareholder in her family’s oil company, Berry Petroleum Co., was
active in numerous civic organizations and particularly supported groups seeking humane
treatment of animals. The couple was married for 49 years. When Mr. Darling passed away
in 1986, Mrs. Darling established a trust in his memory. The trust became the Hugh and Hazel
Darling Foundation upon her death in 1987.
“Because of Mr. Darling’s belief in the value of education and his commitment to the legal
profession, it was Mrs. Darling’s wish that the foundation support education in California with
emphasis on legal education,” says Mr. Stack.
Supporting law libraries is one way the foundation fulfills that wish.
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“A library is not just a repository for books,” says Mr. Stack. “It is rightfully the centerpiece of a school. Libraries provide a window on American culture, values and traditions. They
provide us with a record of where we have been as a people and give us some measure of direction in meeting the future. Libraries are symbols of the importance we place on learning, and
they provide a gathering place for serious thought and study. USC is a fine school with a rich
history. I’m excited to see plans for its library renovation become a reality.”
Keeping up with technology is a persistent challenge for libraries, particularly law libraries,
notes Albert O. Brecht, associate dean, chief information officer and John Stauffer Professor of
Law. Because many legal texts are available only in book form, law libraries must contend
with a constant need for new shelving space as well as recurring shifts in technology.
“We must continually reevaluate how we’re meeting student and faculty needs,” Dean
Brecht says. “But thanks to the generosity of the Darling Foundation and other supporters,
we now have the opportunity to take significant steps to ensure that the library meets the
school’s needs well into the 21st century. The Darling Foundation’s support of our library —
and law libraries throughout California — is invaluable.”
“The Darling Foundation’s tradition of support for legal education in California is unparalleled,” says Matthew L. Spitzer, dean and Carl M. Franklin Professor of Law. “And Mr.
Stack has been a tremendous asset to the USC Law School, both as a friend and as a member
of the Law School Board of Councilors. We are tremendously appreciative of the foundation’s support of our efforts to ensure that our library stays at the forefront of technology and
maintains a welcoming, comfortable setting in which students and faculty may pursue their
studies.”

Frank Rothman ’51 Honored by Board He Once Chaired

Frank Rothman

The USC Law School Board of Councilors passed the following resolution last fall in honor of
Frank Rothman, who passed away last year at the age of 73:
“The Board of Councilors acknowledges with sorrow the passing of its past chairman and
beloved colleague, Frank Rothman ’51. One of the nation’s most distinguished trial attorneys, Frank’s varied accomplishments brought great honor to the legal profession and to the
USC Law School. Deeply respected and liked by colleagues and friends, he held the admiration of fellow attorneys, a rare rapport with judges and the esteem of business executives from
across the nation, demonstrating extraordinary skill and exemplary standards in every professional challenge he accepted.
“Over the years Frank received numerous well-deserved accolades from the legal and professional communities in which he worked and contributed. These included distinctions from the
National Law Journal as ‘one of the nation’s most influential lawyers’ and the California Law
Business title of one of the two most ‘coveted litigators in California.’
“The board honors Frank most for his dedication to the advancement of and contributions to his Law School. He brought a warm personal involvement, an uncommonly keen
intelligence and a pace-setting sense of philanthropy to the board, where he presided over a
period of significant progress in the Law School’s reputation and status.
“The USC Law School and its reputation as a leading institution for legal education have
been served enormously by the loyal devotion of Frank Rothman. While his energy, sense of
respectful competition and professional adroitness will be missed greatly, his legacy will remain
an inspiration to all of us, and our lives have been enriched by his presence.”
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George A.V. Dunning Foundation Supports New Tech Initiatives

George A.V. Dunning
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The latest in a series of gifts from the George A.V. Dunning Foundation to the USC Law
School will further advance the school’s technology initiatives.
The school received $106,623 from the foundation in December to help fund distance
learning, technology in the classroom and renovations and technology upgrades in the law
library. A portion of the gift is also designated to support the Scott and Barbara Bice Scholarship
Endowment.
George A.V. Dunning, president of the George A.V. Dunning Foundation, is a longtime
supporter of the Law School and a generous community leader. An avid historian, he founded
the San Dimas Historical Society and has served as president of the Historical Society of
Southern California, where he recently established an annual lecture program on the history of
Los Angeles. He serves on the boards of a number of community organizations, including
the Los Angeles Opera Company, and is a member of the Los Angeles Conservancy’s advisory board. He also is a member of the Loyola Marymount University Board of Regents, a
member of LMU’s College of Communication and Fine Arts Council, and chair of the college’s
scholarship committee.
The George A.V. Dunning Foundation has played a major role in helping USC’s law library
keep up with rapid changes in technology. Through donations totaling more than $1million,
the foundation has ensured that USC law students have access to the best technology available.
Among the many projects funded by the foundation are the school’s first computer-automated
acquisition and catalog system, Advocat, which the foundation helped create in 1988.
Mr. Dunning’s recent gift is enabling professors to make classroom presentations using a
range of media, such as top-of-the-line projectors and video and computer equipment. The gift
is also funding the Law School’s first distance-learning course.
“I know how technology is, and I know how precious time is for students who are trying
to conduct research,” says Mr. Dunning, who, as a former law librarian for a Los Angeles law
firm, is well-acquainted with the challenge of keeping up with the field’s quickly changing technology. “When the Law School approached me, I wanted to help. And the discussion has
just continued.”
Mr. Dunning’s relationship with USC began more than 50 years ago, when he participated in summer youth camps on Catalina Island led by USC employees Arnold Eddy and Gus
Henderson. Through his attendance at camp reunions, usually held each year at a USC football game, Mr. Dunning developed a steadfast friendship with the university. He is a member
of the USC Alumni Association and the USC Associates and a life member of the Law School’s
Appellate Circle.
“Mr. Dunning’s support over the years has been crucial to our ability to provide students
with the highest level of service,” says Albert O. Brecht, associate dean, chief information officer
and John Stauffer Professor of Law. “From the law library to the classrooms, the George A.V.
Dunning Foundation has helped the Law School integrate cutting-edge technology in ways
that enhance our faculty’s ability to teach and our students’ ability to learn. We are extremely
grateful for Mr. Dunning’s commitment to USC and to the Law School.”
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Library Update

Law Library Launching Renovations, Innovations to Enhance Services
by Brian Raphael
Assistant Director, USC Law Library

In our continuing effort to ensure that our clients’ needs are met in an efficient and timely
manner, the staff of the Information Technology Center and Law Library has announced several
initiatives that will enhance our technological capabilities and increase our ability to serve
students, faculty and the broader community.
The largest of these initiatives is the planned renovation of the library, which will result in
both aesthetic and functional improvements. A new network system will enable students to
access our wide range of online resources from every carrel and study table in the library.
We’re also redesigning the student computer lab, enlarging our computer classroom and video
room, and adding new study carrels and tables, additional tables in the main reading area, new
chairs and carpeting throughout the library, and new group study rooms that will accommodate larger groups of students. Renovations will take place during the summers of 2002 and
2003. These improvements will not only make the library a more pleasant place to study, but
also enhance our ability to meet the technological demands of this new century.
To further assist our clientele, we’ve developed a new online service providing direct access
to multiple library catalogs, including all three USC catalogs — law, main campus and health
sciences — and catalogs at other major law schools and universities. Thanks to an innovative
search protocol called Z39.50, many of these catalogs can be searched simultaneously. The
service is accessible online; our Web site, http://innopac.usc.edu, offers a variety of searching
options, including an option to search all three USC catalogs at once and an option to choose
which Z39.50 catalogs one wishes to search simultaneously.
The Law Library is also continuing to extend technological capabilities to classrooms
throughout the school. Five classrooms have been retrofitted with instructional technology, and
a sixth classroom will be retrofitted this summer, complete with an instructor’s computer, a
ceiling-mounted data projector, speakers, a VCR, a compact-disc player, a cassette deck and
a permanent transparency projector. These technological enhancements enable faculty members
to make Powerpoint presentations, use the Internet in class and show instructional and interactive videos — without the hassle of reserving, setting up or removing equipment. Eventually,
the school will install such instructional technology in all classrooms as well as the James H.
Ackerman Courtroom.
Technological improvements have also facilitated the school’s first distance-learning class,
currently being taught by USC Law Professor Ariela Gross and UCLA Law Professor Clyde
Spillenger. Using video-conferencing technology, students and professors on both campuses
communicate with each other as if they were in one classroom. The success of this first effort
raises the possibility of using distance learning to expand the Law School’s course offerings and
enrich our students’ learning experiences by exposing them to the ideas and insights of their
colleagues around the country.
We at the Information Technology Center and Law Library are excited about the world
of possibilities that is opening up to us thanks to rapid changes in technology and the generous
support of alumni and friends, including the Hugh and Hazel Darling Foundation, the George
A.V. Dunning Foundation and James Ackerman, whose recent gift helped fund the installation
of new classroom projectors. We hope that all of you will take time to visit us — either online
or on campus — to see how we’re changing to provide our students, faculty and friends with
the best possible resources.
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Gift of Art Gives New Life to Law School Walls

Fred Nicholas manages both his real estate
developing firm, Hapsmith Co., and the Sam
Francis estate from a Venice studio stocked with
Sam Francis’ paintings and lithographs.

As a first-year law student at the University of Chicago Law School, Frederick M. Nicholas ’52
found that he enjoyed the law — but was “enamored” by art. With his recent gift of 20
artworks, most by the renowned abstract expressionist Sam Francis, Mr. Nicholas is sharing his
excitement about art with students, faculty and staff at the USC Law School.
“I went down to the school and there was nothing on the walls,” says Mr. Nicholas,
sounding slightly shocked. “I said, ‘You’ve got to have some art.’ The pieces I gave are really
special. We carefully picked them for USC. I wanted students to have something interesting on
the walls around them, to have the opportunity to see some good pieces of art and to appreciate
the work of a great artist. I feel like it brightens the atmosphere and brings some excitement
to the building.”
The gift, valued at $325,000, includes 17 lithographs by the late Mr. Francis, whose bold,
colorful abstract works hang in museums and galleries throughout the world. Mr. Nicholas also
donated lithographs by Andy Warhol, Ellsworth Kelly and Niki de Saint Phalle. The work is
being exhibited throughout the Law School.
Mr. Nicholas, a ’47 journalism graduate and ’52 law graduate of USC, began appreciating
art as a World War II soldier in Europe. “I made it my business to see as much art as was
available, which wasn’t a lot during the war,” he says. When he began law school in Chicago,
he visited the Chicago Art Institute every week; when he transferred to USC Law School in
1950, he was already growing a small collection of work.
Even as he pursued a successful business career — he practiced law for nearly 30 years,
founded Public Counsel, and now runs a real estate developing firm, the Hapsmith Co. — the
arts have remained a focus. He led the development of the new Museum of Contemporary Art
building and its annex, the Temporary Contemporary; he has served on MOCA’s board of
directors since 1981 and was chairman for five years. More recently, he has worked with other
community leaders to help plan and build the new Walt Disney Concert Hall in downtown
Los Angeles. As executor of the Sam Francis estate, Mr. Nicholas is working with museums,
galleries and private collectors throughout the world to disperse the hundreds of paintings
and lithographs that remained at Mr. Francis’s death in 1994.
“My work now is a wonderful climax to a long involvement with art and artists,” Mr.
Nicholas says. “It’s very rewarding for me because I’ve learned the depth of the art intellectually, how [Sam Francis] did his work, what he thought about when he was working. I wanted
to share that with USC. I’ve always felt an appreciation to USC Law School because it helped
me a lot in my life. It taught me discipline. This was a way to give back.”

Barnett Gift Enhances Law School Ties to USC Marshall School of Business
Faculty of the USC Law School and the USC Marshall School of Business have new support
for interdisciplinary research, thanks to an endowed faculty research fund created with a
$500,000 gift from Matilda Barnett, a generous friend of the Law School.
The Gabriel and Matilda Barnett Faculty Research Endowment in Law and Business will
fund research and writing, the development of new courses, and other faculty projects focusing
on law and business. The endowment honors Mrs. Barnett’s late husband, Gabriel Barnett, who
studied law at USC and was a successful entrepreneur and businessman.
“Thanks to Mrs. Barnett’s generosity and foresight, the Law School has the opportunity
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to expand its growing partnership with the Marshall School and provide much-needed support
for faculty research and creativity,” says Matthew Spitzer, dean of the Law School. “Law and
business are increasingly intertwined, and this important fund — in conjunction with other
efforts such as our new Center for Law, Economics and Organization — will enable USC to
maintain its national leadership in a quickly growing field.”
“Collaborative research and teaching efforts among Law School and Marshall School faculty
members have strengthened the curricula of both programs,” says Randolph W. Westerfield,
dean of the Marshall School. “Mrs. Barnett’s generosity will enhance our ability to continue
to pursue critical research in law and business. This affirmation of the value of our work is
extremely gratifying.”
Under the terms of the gift, USC faculty members who teach and conduct research in law
and business will be eligible to submit proposals for a $25,000 grant. One grant will be awarded
each year. The deans of the two schools will select the award’s recipient.
Mrs. Barnett has supported numerous programs at the Law School in memory of her
husband, who attended USC as an undergraduate and studied at the Law School from 1922 to
1924 before receiving his LL.B. from Southwestern University School of Law. Though his time
at USC was a defining force in his life, Mr. Barnett’s career successes stemmed from his entrepreneurial spirit. For instance, he invented illuminated theater clocks and sold them throughout
the world. Two Barnett clocks hang in the Law School’s Barnett Student Lounge.

Grad Sees Gift as Obligation — and Wise Investment

Rob Skinner and his wife, Meghan, both earned
bachelor’s degrees at USC, but they met years
later while working for the law firm of White &
Case. They live in Santa Barbara with their
daughters, Amanda, 9 months, and Natalie, 2.

Though he’s not putting his law degree to work in the traditional sense these days, Robert L.
Skinner ’90 says his legal training has proven helpful in his role as a founding member and CEO
of Agility Capital LLC, a venture debt fund that invests primarily in Internet infrastructure and
telecommunications start-up companies.
“My partners say I keep us out of trouble,” he says. “You have a different way of looking
at things when you have a law background.”
His appreciation of his degree is one reason he’s become a supporter of the Law School. Mr.
Skinner’s recent $100,000 gift — his second such gift — establishes a USC Presidential
Associates membership for his 2-year-old daughter, Natalie, and offers vital support to the
school, including $25,000 for the Scott and Barbara Bice Scholarship Endowment.
In addition to his work with Agility, Mr. Skinner is also executive vice president and general
counsel for The Towbes Group, a Santa Barbara real estate development and property management company, and he is general counsel and a member of the board of directors of Montecito
Bank and Trust. Agility, he says, is his favorite business endeavor. “It’s a very dynamic business. Our business model is great. We offer venture capital-like returns to our investors but
the investment risk profile is substantially lower.”
While a traditional venture capital fund makes equity investments, Agility offers bridge loans
that are secured by the start-up’s intellectual property. The start-up uses the loan to bridge to
the company’s next equity round, an acquisition or an initial public offering, which is when the
loan is paid back. “The warrants we receive in these companies drive the return to our
investors,” Mr. Skinner says.
He sees his investment in USC Law School as no-risk — and high-return. “I received a
partial scholarship as a student, and I feel obligated to give back,” he says. “My education is why
I’ve been able to achieve what I have so far. Giving back is just the right thing to do.”
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Bar Admission Ceremony Bridges Years Between Generations of Alumni

Students take the oath; below, Dean Matt Spitzer
with Judge Margaret Hay and Judge Dickran
Tevrizian.
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Nearly 100 recent USC graduates launched careers as lawyers in the state of California during
the annual bar admission ceremony held at USC in December.
The final triumphant step toward a career in the law for many USC law grads, the ceremony
allows those who have passed the state bar exam to be formally admitted to the bar among
fellow graduates, family and friends. Almost two-thirds of all graduates who passed the bar this
year participated in the ceremony. As is tradition, two USC law graduates conducted the
proceedings: Judge Margaret M. Hay of the Los Angeles Superior Court admitted graduates to
the State Bar of California; U.S. District Court Judge Dickran M. Tevrizian, Jr. admitted graduates to the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. District Court for the Central
District of California.
“I’m glad that USC throws this for us,” said Eric Wang ’00. “We were a small class, and when
everyone knows each other and has been through these three years together, it’s especially
nice to be able to celebrate together, too. This is a big deal for us.”
The event brought multiple generations of USC law alumni together. As he welcomed
the crowd of nearly 350 graduates, friends and family members, Dean Matthew L. Spitzer
— a 1977 grad — noted the symbolism of the moment. “It is the fabled USC law network
in action,” he said with a nod to Judge Hay, a 1980 grad, and Judge Tevrizian, a 1965 grad.
“The prior generation is helping a new generation begin a life in the law.”
Noting that the past three years had been “extremely grueling” for many of those present,
including family members, Judge Hay welcomed the new admittees with words of advice,
cautioning them to avoid letting work frustrations seep into their personal lives. She also
reminded them that while “some might say your first duty is to Legion Lex” — a reference to
the USC Law School’s annual fund that met a round of laughter — “I submit that your first
duty is to your client, to uphold the law, to encourage respect for the law, and to provide
good and wise counsel.”
She also pleaded for civility in the courtroom — and the office. “Charity and love begin
at home,” she said. “Be pleasant, polite and nice to your own staff. They are not your flunkies.”
Appointed by Gov. Pete Wilson to the Superior Court in 1993, Judge Hay now presides over
both criminal and civil trials. She also serves as justice pro tem in Division Seven of the 2nd
District Court of Appeals.
Judge Tevrizian also offered advice to the new lawyers, noting that each of them would likely
reach a point in their careers when they would be challenged to compromise their integrity.
“I urge you not to cast aside the code of ethics to which you are sworn,” he said. “You will never
be sorry.
“You are entering a profession that needs your guidance,” he added. “Correct the mistakes
my peers have made.”
Appointed by President Ronald Reagan to the U.S. District Court in 1985, Judge Tevrizian
has been honored by the California Trial Lawyers Association and the Los Angeles County
Bar Association for his work on the bench.
The 2000 bar admission ceremony and reception were sponsored by the Law School’s
Legion Lex Annual Fund.
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Crispus A. Wright ’38 Named Honorary University Trustee

Crispus Attucks Wright, a graduate and longtime supporter of the Law School, will now
serve the university as an honorary trustee.

Crispus Attucks Wright, a retired Los Angeles civil attorney whose father was born into slavery,
has been named an honorary trustee of the University of Southern California.
Mr. Wright has been affiliated with USC for 68 years, since he matriculated as a freshman
in 1932. Mr. Wright earned a B.A. in political science (1936) from USC and an LL.B. (1938)
from the USC Law School.
“Mr. Wright’s accomplishments are a lesson in courage and tenacity for all of us,” says Steven
B. Sample, USC’s president. “We are honored that he has committed himself over the years
to USC’s Law School and to advancing civil rights for all Americans. He has been a model
for USC law students for years, and has materially advanced the cause of deserving students
of every race at USC.”
Named after Crispus Attucks, a free black man who in 1770 was the first casualty of the
American Revolution, Mr. Wright was imbued with a sense of his African-American heritage
by his parents. Mr. Wright’s father — born into slavery in Louisiana and a graduate of Leland
University, an early black college — was a teacher and high school principal who stressed to his
children the importance of an education.
By 1928, young Crispus Wright’s interest in law and civil rights had become apparent. While
attending Manual Arts High School just south of USC, Mr. Wright would often visit the Los
Angeles County Courthouse to observe lawyers arguing cases. There he witnessed the work
of Willis O. Tyler, then the city’s most prominent black litigator. Family friend Bert McDonald,
a 1923 graduate of the USC Law School, further encouraged Mr. Wright to study law, which
he did at USC.
“My ties to USC run strong and deep, so this honor from my alma mater is especially
rewarding,” Mr. Wright says. “My professors and classmates pushed me to work at my optimum
level. Becoming an honorary trustee symbolizes the passing of the torch to the next generation,
but I shall continue to be actively involved with USC and the Law School.”
In 1940, Mr. Wright established a civil law practice in South-Central Los Angeles. Then, in
1943, he co-founded the John M. Langston Bar Association of Los Angeles. The Langston Bar
Association remains the principal black legal association in the Los Angeles area. He is a member
of the National Bar Association, the American Bar Association and the Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity.
Apart from his legal practice, Mr. Wright also owned and operated a number of businesses
in the Los Angeles area and was chairman of the board of Southern California’s oldest continuously published black newspaper, the Los Angeles Sentinel. He closed his office in Beverly Hills
in 1987, after nearly 50 years in the legal profession.
In 1997, Mr. Wright gave $2 million to the USC Law School to establish a scholarship
endowment fund for academically qualified and financially deserving African-American
students, as well as those of other ethnicities, who are interested in practicing law in under-represented communities.
“Cris Wright has become an indomitable force in the Los Angeles legal community,” says
Matthew L. Spitzer, dean of the USC Law School. “His appointment to serve the university
as an honorary trustee commemorates not only the integrity and vision with which he has
conducted his professional life, but also the leadership and generosity that have underscored his
service to the community and the university.”
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Judge Wilkinson Sees Federalism as Defining Legal Issue of 21st Century
Even before the November 2000 election forced the Supreme Court to interpret Florida election law, federalism was a hot topic.
In delivering the 2000 Justice Lester W. Roth Lecture at the USC Law School last October,
Judge J. Harvie Wilkinson III of the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals offered a timely
overview of the perennial struggle between federal and states’ rights. His conclusion? “The
answers in this area are neither absolute nor simple. … [But] the balance of national and state
authority will become one of the new century’s defining domestic struggles.”
In his presentation,“Federalism for the Future,” Judge Wilkinson focused particularly on
the Supreme Court’s stance on federalism, noting that federalism is “not always a winning argument” and that the leanings of any particular justice are not always easy to predict.
Although the Supreme Court’s more conservative justices are traditionally linked with federalism, Judge Wilkinson said reality is more complex. “Simply put,” he said, “the court’s
commitment to federalism is an uncertain one. Whether federalism prevails depend upon
Judge J. Harvie Wilkinson III
the context in which it arises. … The setting is the thing.”
Judge Wilkinson sees few reliable tests for determining when the court will limit or extend
federal power over the states. In United States v. Lopez, for instance, the court concluded that
Congress can regulate activities that substantially affect interstate commerce. “But one justice’s
‘substantial effect,’” he noted, “is another’s ‘trivial impact.’”
Similarly, the 1992 10th Amendment case New York v.
2000 Roth Lecturer’s Career Marked by Leadership
United States contains what Judge Wilkinson called “contentious
The Honorable J. Harvie Wilkinson III of the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals delivphraseology: ‘Congress may not simply commandeer the legislaered the 2000 Justice Lester W. Roth Lecture on Oct. 5, 2000. Appointed to the
tive processes of the states by directly compelling them to enact
Circuit Court by President Ronald Reagan in 1984, Judge Wilkinson has served in
and enforce a regulatory program.’ ” The word “commandeer,”
a number of academic and government positions, including a clerkship under Supreme
he noted, is not clearly defined.
Court Justice Lewis F. Powell, Jr. He was also deputy assistant attorney general for
He singled out Section Five of the 14th Amendment as
the civil rights division of the Department of Justice and a professor of law at the
particularly “fertile ground for national-state conflict.” Because
University of Virginia, where he earned his juris doctorate in 1972.
of the broad powers the amendment gives Congress in passing
Justice Roth (1895-1992) was a 1916 graduate of the USC Law School and a
laws that enforce constitutional guarantees such as due process,
former presiding justice of the Second Appellate District of the California Court of
religious liberty and equal protection, the amendment can easily
Appeal. The Roth lecture series was endowed in his honor by the Louis and Florence
“be taken so far as to dictate how state and local governments
Cohen Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles.
transact every kind of business.”
Ultimately, Judge Wilkinson said, these tests “rely on
semantic distinctions that each side in the federalism debate can shape to its own ends. The
heavily semantic nature of the debate will make judicial outcomes unpredictable and encourage
further litigation. The result of a case, and indeed of federalism jurisprudence generally, lies
in the interpretation of words that cannot have a meaning on which all reasonable people agree.”
To protect itself from charges of subjective bias, Judge Wilkinson suggested that the court
ask whether the uniform application of a rule is important in a particular area: “Is the issue interstate in its dimensions? Is the power traditionally a federal one? To what degree is Congress
intruding on a function that has historically been performed by the states?”
Although its application is complex, Judge Wilkinson argued that federalism has an important place in the court and in the national discourse.
“More than in the past,” he said, “federalism has fused the values of populism and tolerance.
It asks national elites, including those in black robes, to respect the will of the people, even as it
asks the people of one state to respect (and learn from) the different choices of another.”
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Grads Lend Experience, Wisdom to Board of Councilors

Robert Thompson, Richard
Rosenblatt and Laurie
Hasencamp

Three USC law graduates have been appointed by Steven B. Sample, USC’s president, to serve
on the USC Law School Board of Councilors. The board provides advice to the dean and other
administrators on a variety of issues affecting the school.
In joining the board of councilors, the Honorable Robert S. Thompson ’42 brings a lifetime
of wisdom and experience to the Law School — for the second time. In 1979, he left a
successful 35-year career in private practice and public service to join the school’s faculty. As
a professor, Justice Thompson was a strong voice for addressing issues of professionalism in the
practice of law through legal education, and he has remained active in Law School activities
since retiring from his post as Legion Lex Professor of Law in 1990. Justice Thompson’s 24 years
on the bench included 12 years of service as an associate justice of the California Court of
Appeal. An avid fly fisherman and traveler, Justice Thompson is currently enjoying retirement with his wife, Betty, in La Jolla, Calif.
Richard M. Rosenblatt ’94 brings a different sort of wisdom to the board of councilors: that
of the Internet guru. A widely recognized e-commerce pioneer, Mr. Rosenblatt co-founded
iMall in 1994 and positioned the company as a leader in providing integrated e-commerce services to small businesses. When it merged in June 1999 with Excite@Home, iMall was valued
at $565 million. After developing and selling several other successful e-commerce companies, Mr. Rosenblatt founded Prime Ventures, an investment company that focuses on reviving
and repositioning fallen Internet businesses. Prime Ventures’ first project: Drkoop.com, an
Internet-based consumer health care network founded by former U.S. Surgeon General C.
Everett Koop. Mr. Rosenblatt is currently CEO of Drkoop.com and chairman and CEO of
Prime Ventures.
Laurie F. Hasencamp ’85 is director of legal research at the Legal Research Network (LRN),
which provides lawyers with expert legal research and analysis services and offers Web-based
legal training for corporate-compliance training programs. Ms. Hasencamp joined LRN when
it was formed in 1994. She previously practiced bankruptcy and finance law, first with Latham
& Watkins and later with Irell & Manella. She was a judicial clerk with Judge Warren Ferguson
’49 of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals and, while at USC, was the editor of the Southern
California Law Review, a student teacher for the first-year legal research and writing program
and a Shattuck Award recipient.

Law School Honored for Promoting Women in Legal Community
The USC Law School received the Myra Bradwell Award last fall from the Women Lawyers
Association of Los Angeles (WLALA) in recognition of the school’s history of promoting and
supporting women in the legal profession.
The annual award honors a law firm or organization that has been exemplary in advancing
women lawyers and issues that are important to women.
“In 1900, there were only 1,000 women attorneys in the entire nation,” wrote Eileen
Decker, WLALA president, in a letter announcing the award. She noted that WLALA was
founded by some of USC’s first women graduates. “Despite the low number of women practicing attorneys, USC Law School became one of the few law schools in the country to actively
recruit and admit women. WLALA is proud to honor USC Law School for its dedication
during the last century to promoting women in the legal profession.”
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New Faces in Career Services, Student Services and External Affairs

Eden Kusmiersky, Edward
Trickey and Melinda Vaughn
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Three staff members have joined the Law School: Eden L. Kusmiersky, director of career
services, Edward Trickey, director of student services, and Melinda M. Vaughn, senior editor.
As director of career services, Ms. Kusmiersky manages the career services office and is the
primary contact for law students seeking jobs and employers seeking new recruits. She provides
career counseling to students and graduates, oversees all interview programs and events, and
develops and maintains relationships with employers nationwide.
Her solid background in the law and education helped smooth her transition to USC
from her former post as program director for the Constitutional Rights Foundation (CRF).
“I really enjoyed the work I did at CRF,” says Ms. Kusmiersky. “But I missed being able to work
directly with students. I love the contact I have with students here.”
A Los Angeles-area native, Ms. Kusmiersky studied English at Wellesley College and Brown
University before earning her juris doctorate at Northwestern University School of Law. Her
interest in education stretches back to her undergraduate days at Brown, where she coordinated
an adult literacy program. At Northwestern, she interned with the Lawyers’ School Reform
Advisory Project in Chicago. During her three years with the Constitutional Rights Foundation
in Los Angeles, Ms. Kusmiersky managed law-related education programs, including the
California Mock Trial program and the LeBoeuf Scholars program.
Mr. Trickey’s new position brings him back to USC, where he worked from 1990 to 1996,
first in the financial aid office and later with the office of the vice president for student affairs.
He also pursued graduate studies in international and comparative education at USC and
conducted research as a visiting scholar in China.
He holds bachelor’s degrees in history and political science from the University of California,
Santa Barbara, and a master’s in international affairs from Columbia University. Since 1998, he
has been working toward a juris doctorate through Loyola Law School’s evening program.
His work history is varied. He has taught middle school, was an economist at the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York, and was a law clerk at a Century City law firm, among other
positions.
As director of student services, Mr. Trickey works with a number of departments within the
Law School and coordinates a variety of admissions, financial aid and registration services.
He also works closely with prospective applicants to the Law School, manages the application processing system, coordinates student services and admissions Web sites, and plans
commencement and new student orientation events.
Ms. Vaughn joins the Law School staff as senior editor. She edits and manages production of USC Law, assists in preparing grant applications and fund-raising proposals, and helps
coordinate media relations and public information programs. She previously worked in USC’s
development communications office, where she wrote major grants and fund-raising proposals
for schools and departments throughout the university and developed publications, advertisements and online communications to support the university’s “Building on Excellence”
campaign.
Prior to coming to California in 1999, Ms. Vaughn was publications editor at the University
of Dayton in Dayton, Ohio, where she edited magazines for the university’s schools of education and law. She has worked as a newspaper reporter in Utah, Ohio and California and as
an account manager for a public relations firm in Beverly Hills, Calif. A native of Salt Lake City,
Ms. Vaughn holds bachelor’s degrees in English and mass communication from the University
of Utah.
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Continuing Legal Education

Tax Institute Tackles Volatile World of E-Business

Top, Jack Kessler of Clarity Partners, Professor Ed McCaffery,
Philip Irwin of O’Melveny and Myers, and Dean Matt Spitzer
gather at the Institute on Federal Taxation. Mr. Kessler and Mr.
Irwin served on the institute’s planning committee. Below,
Diana Wollman of Sullivan & Cromwell spoke at the tax institute; attorney David Lane spoke at the Probate and Trust
Conference.

Y2K started out free of the technical glitches that were predicted to wreak worldwide havoc, but
2000 was indeed a bad year for techies. More than 200 dot-com companies shut down, and
12,000 dot-com workers lost jobs. Bad year for techies, not so bad for bankruptcy lawyers.
In special sessions of the 53rd annual Institute on Federal Taxation, sponsored in January by
the USC Law School continuing legal education program, speakers tackled taxation in a dotcom world, discussing issues such as how tax laws might affect a start-up e-business, how
e-businesses can retain talent in a competitive job market, how mergers and acquisitions play
out in the e-commerce industry, and what a dot-com looks like in bankruptcy. Elliot G. Freier
of Irell & Manella spoke on bankruptcy issues. “The only more timely topic,” he quipped, “might
have been ‘worthless stock rules.’ ” He noted that dot-com bankruptcies are unusual because ecompanies rely heavily on equity investments and rarely hold long-term debt.
The special sessions on dot.com taxation were just a portion of the tax institute’s program,
which enjoyed record attendance in its new location at the Wilshire Grand Hotel in downtown Los Angeles. More than a dozen speakers at the three-day conference presented sessions on
corporate and business tax planning, real estate and partnership tax planning, individual tax planning and estate planning. Keynote speakers were Kenneth J. Kies, co-managing partner of
Washington National Tax Services of PricewaterhouseCoopers; Larry R. Langdon, commissioner
of the Internal Revenue Service’s large and mid-sized business division; and Michael J. Graetz,
the Justus S. Hotchkiss Professor of Law at Yale Law School. Edward J. McCaffery, the Maurice
Jones, Jr. Professor of Law at USC, was executive director and chair of this year’s conference.

Probate and Trust Conference Examines New Laws, Scams
Senior citizens are increasingly the targets of scams that promise too-good-to-be-true estate
planning schemes. To combat the problem, the California State Bar Estate Planning, Trust and
Probate Law Section has developed a video and speakers bureau that aims to educate seniors
and help them arm themselves against fraud.
Paul J. Barulich, managing partner of the Law Offices of Paul J. Barulich and a member
of the state bar estate-planning section’s executive committee, presented the video, “Taking
Charge: Risks and Rewards of Estate Planning,” at the 26th annual Probate and Trust
Conference, sponsored in November by USC’s continuing legal education program.
Speakers at the day-long conference included Encino attorney David Lane; Russell G. Allen
of O’Melveny & Myers; Terrence M. Franklin of Ross, Sacks & Glazier; John A. Sturgeon of
White & Case; Lynard C. Hinojosa of Hinojosa, Khougaz & Wallet; conference chairman
Kenneth S. Wolf, of Hoffman Sabban & Watenmaker; Shirley L. Kovar of Branton & Wilson;
Los Angeles attorney Robert A. Briskin; L. Andrew Gifford, senior vice president of the U.S.
Trust Co.; and Matthew S. Rae of Darling, Hall & Rae. Subjects included new laws affecting
confidentiality for trustees and their lawyers and how to determine what triggers the no-contest
clause in California.
“This program really focuses, and always has, on the practical rather than the theoretical,”
said Mr. Wolf, a founding member of USC’s Probate and Trust Conference. “We’ve always tried
to present the how-to of the day-to-day practice of law, rather than the esoteric side. I think
it’s very effective.”

8

Upcoming CLE conference:
22nd Annual Computer and Internet Law Institute, May 10-11, 2001
To register, call (213) 740-2582 or visit the CLE Web site at
[ www.usc.edu/law/cle ]
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Faculty News
Jennifer H. Arlen

Jennifer Arlen, Ivadelle and Theodore
Johnson Professor of Law and Business, was
named director of USC’s Center for Law,
Economics and Organization (along with Eric
L. Talley and W. Bentley MacLeod). She
recently published “Tort Damages: A Survey”
in the Encyclopedia of Law and Economics. In
May, she presented “Endowment Effects
within Organizations,” a study co-written by
Dean Matthew L. Spitzer and Professor Talley,
at the American Law and Economics
Association’s annual meeting. She also
presented the paper at a faculty colloquium at
the University of Virginia in October.
Professor Arlen participated in a corporate
roundtable at Yale Law School, and she
helped organize the first USC/UCLA
Corporate Law Roundtable Conference, an
all-day conference focusing on corporate law.

the Western Center on Law and Poverty
during the center’s 16th annual garden party
in September. Presented by Justice Candace
Cooper ’73 of the California Court of Appeal,
the award honored Professor Bice’s 20-year
deanship, his support of the Public Interest
Law Foundation and his work to establish the
Law School’s loan repayment assistance
program, one of the first programs in the
country to provide financial assistance to
graduates who pursue public service careers.
In addition, Professor Bice has been
appointed chair of a committee that will study
the feasibility of establishing a law school at
the University of California, Riverside.
Albert O. Brecht

Albert Brecht, associate dean, chief information officer, and John Stauffer Professor of
Law, was appointed to the American
Association of Law Schools’ committee on
libraries and technology.
Alexander M. Capron

Jody D. Armour

Jody Armour presented “Black as the Face of
God: Harmonizing Our Hearts and Minds in
Race Relations” at Pacific Unitarian Church
in Rancho Palos Verdes, Calif., in July. He was
a panelist at the John W. Wade Conference on
the Third Restatement of Torts at Vanderbilt
University Law School, and he spoke to
USC’s Criminal Law Society on progressive
politics and thinking like a lawyer. He also
spoke at History, Hip Hop and Social Justice:
Rethinking the Relationship Between Popular
Culture and Progressive Politics, an L.A.
conference on social justice for indigenous
Americans. He was the commentator for
“Beyond Black and White: Cultural
Approaches to Race and Slavery,” a workshop
presented by Professor Ariela Gross.
Scott H. Bice

Scott Bice, Robert C. Packard Professor of
Law, received the Public Service Award from
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Alexander Capron, Henry W. Bruce Professor
of Law and University Professor of Law and
Medicine, led the U.S. delegation to the Third
Global Summit of National Bioethics
Commissions in London in September.
Thirty-nine nations and 14 international
bodies were represented at the conference. In
addition, Professor Capron spoke at the
opening plenary session and chaired a main
session at the Fifth World Congress of
Bioethics. He also discussed biotechnology
and law in the new millennium during a
lecture at the American Bar Association’s
annual meeting in London in July. In
November, Professor Capron delivered the
Allen Memorial Lecture, “Talking About
Death: Healthcare Professionals’ Ethical
Obligations and Advance Directives,” at
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. At USC, he
spoke on ethical principles for research with
human subjects at a series of workshops for
USC faculty, staff and graduate students who

conduct research. He also delivered the
opening lecture in a course on business ethics
in the biotechnology and pharmaceutical
industries at the Keck Graduate Institute, a
new member of the Claremont Colleges, in
September. His article, “How Can Hospital
Futility Policies Contribute to Establishing
Standards of Practice?” — co-written by
Lawrence J. Schneiderman, M.D. —
appeared in a recent issue of Cambridge
Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics.
Erwin Chemerinsky

Erwin Chemerinsky, Sydney M. Irmas
Professor of Public Interest Law, Legal Ethics
and Political Science, was ranked among the
top 10 of the 100 most influential lawyers in
California by California Law Business magazine, which praised Professor Chemerinsky
for his writings, public roles and constitutional expertise. Professor Chemerinsky’s
report analyzing the Los Angeles Police
Department board of inquiry report on the
Rampart Scandal was released in September
and received media coverage nationwide.
Professor Chemerinsky also was asked to
argue in Florida Circuit Court on behalf of
Palm Beach voters seeking a new presidential
election to address ballot irregularities. His
comments on the election were widely quoted
by the national media, and he spoke about the
election’s legal issues at the Sacramento
Federal Bar Association’s annual dinner in
November. He published “The Court Should
Have Remained Silent: How the Court Erred
in Deciding Dickerson v. United States” in
the University of Pennsylvania Law Review,
Vol. 149 (2000); “The Hypocrisy of Alden v.
Maine” in the Loyola Law Review, Vol. 33
(2000); and “Losing Faith: America Without
Judicial Review?” in the Michigan Law
Review, Vol. 98 (2000). Professor
Chemerinsky delivered several lectures on
recent developments in constitutional law to
judges and lawyers throughout the country.
He delivered the Henry Lecture on
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Constitutional Theory at the University of
Oklahoma College of Law, the Witkin
Lecture on the Supreme Court at the
California State Bar in San Diego, and a
lecture on federalization of criminal and civil
law matters at the Federal Bar Association
convention in Cleveland. He participated in a
day-long conference on the Supreme Court at
Pepperdine Law School, spoke on the
Supreme Court and federalism at a conference
at Oklahoma City University Law School,
and delivered a paper on the symbolic value of
the jury at a Brooklyn Law School conference.
In October, he spoke to federal public
defenders about the recent Supreme Court
ruling in Apprendi v. New Jersey. He also spoke
about professional responsibility at the
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges in
Boston and discussed constitutional law at the
Practicing Law Institute and at a gathering of
New York appellate judges. In November, he
lectured on constitutional law to Florida
appellate judges and on free press—fair trial
issues to a Florida meeting of the
Organization of Court Public Information
Officers. He spoke on sovereign immunity to
the New York attorney general’s office and at
a national workshop for bankruptcy judges in
Atlanta, and he participated in a symposium
on the federal appointments process at
William and Mary Law School. In addition,
he spoke on recent Supreme Court decisions
at Federal Judicial Center workshops for
federal judges in Washington, D.C., and
several Circuit Courts.
David B. Cruz

David Cruz published “‘The Sexual Freedom
Cases’? Contraception, Abortion, Abstinence
and the Constitution” in the Harvard Civil
Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review, Vol. 35
(2000). He presented “Civil Marriage as a
Symbolic Institution” at the joint conference
of the Asian Pacific American Law Faculty
and the Western Regional Law Teachers of
Color, Justice and the Rainbow in Hawaii,

and “Religious Speech, Government Speech
and Marriage as Speech” at the National
Lesbian and Gay Law Association’s annual
conference, Lavender Law 2000, in
Washington, D.C.
Mary L. Dudziak

Mary Dudziak’s book, Cold War Civil Rights:
Race and the Image of American Democracy,
was published by Princeton University Press.
Her article “Josephine Baker, Racial Protest
and the Cold War,” which originally appeared
in the Journal of American History, was
included in Global Critical Race Feminism: An
International Reader (New York University
Press, 2000). She published another article,
“Giving Capital Offense: How America’s
Addiction to the Ultimate Punishment is
Undercutting its Criticism of Injustice in
Other Countries,” in the October/November
issue of Civilization Magazine. In September,
Professor Dudziak presented “Birmingham,
Addis Ababa and the Image of America:
International Influence on Civil Rights
Reform During the Kennedy Years” at the
annual meeting of the American Political
Science Association in Washington, D.C. She
was a panelist at the annual meeting of the
American Studies Association, where she
discussed how James Blue’s film “The
March,” a propaganda piece about the 1963
civil rights March on Washington, helped
shape international opinion on race in
America. She also chaired a panel on
“Constructing Postwar Rights in World War
II America” at the annual meeting of the
American Society for Legal History in
Princeton, N.J., in October. At USC,
Professor Dudziak moderated a panel discussion on “Politics, the Supreme Court and the
Presidential Election” sponsored by the Law
School’s chapters of the National Lawyers
Guild and the Federalist Society. She was
recently appointed chair of the nominating
committee for the American Society for Legal
History.

FROM THE FACULTY

Susan Estrich

Susan Estrich, Robert Kingsley Professor of
Law and Political Science, published Sex &
Power (Penguin Putnam). The book was
excerpted in Newsweek and Ms. magazine and
received positive reviews in the New York
Times’ “Sunday Book Review.” She wrote
related articles for The Nation, The American
Lawyer, Harper’s Bazaar, Cosmopolitan and
George, and feature stories about the book
appeared in Working Woman, Good
Housekeeping and the Chicago Tribune syndicate. She discussed her book on the “Today”
show, “Politically Incorrect,” ABC, MSNBC,
CNN, CNBC and local television stations in
eight cities. In October, Professor Estrich and
Richard Epstein, a professor at the University
of Chicago Law School, engaged in an
academic conversation in the Internet magazine Slate. Their discussion focused on topics
ranging from the presidential campaign and
health care to the minimum wage and capital
punishment. Professor Estrich’s expertise in
election law was tapped by numerous national
media outlets during the presidential election.
She has joined the board of the Los Angeles
Legal Aid Foundation and served as emcee for
the foundation’s annual dinner. She also spoke
at the Fisher Institute at the University of
California, Berkeley, the Atlanta Women’s
Foundation, Women of Los Angeles —
Tomorrow’s Leaders Today, the Jewish
Federation of Cleveland, and to the Southern
California Guidance Counselors. In addition,
she was a campaign consultant to Jon
Corzine, former chairman of Goldman and
Sachs, who was elected last fall to the U.S.
Senate by New Jersey voters.
Ronald R. Garet

Ronald Garet, Carolyn Craig Franklin
Professor of Law and Religion, participated in
a panel discussion moderated by Washington
Post columnist E.J. Dionne discussing the role
of God and religion in the “American experiment.”
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Ariela J. Gross

Ariela Gross’ book Double Character: Slavery
and Mastery in the Antebellum Southern
Courtroom was published by Princeton
University Press. Professor Gross presented a
faculty workshop, “Beyond Black and White:
Cultural Approaches to Race and Slavery,” at
USC in October and was an invited speaker at
the 25th anniversary Porter L. Fortune
Symposium on Slavery at the University of
Mississippi, where she discussed law, culture
and slavery. In addition, she presented a paper
titled “Between Race and Nation:
Black/Indian Identity in the Southern
Courtroom,” at the annual meeting of the
American Studies Association in Detroit. Her
“Between Race and Nation” paper was listed
recently among the top-10 most frequently
downloaded papers on the Social Science
Research Network. She discussed freedom
and slavery on the American frontier as a
panelist at the American Society for Legal
History annual meeting in Princeton, N.J.
She has been elected to serve a three-year term
on the American Society for Legal History’s
board of directors.

professor, at a law and economics workshop at
Harvard Law School. Professor Kamar also
presented the paper at Tel Aviv University
Faculty of Law, the annual meeting of the
Canadian Law and Economics Association at
the University of Toronto, and the USCUCLA Corporate Law Roundtable. The
article was included on top-10 recent downloads lists for several journals on the Social
Science Research Network and on the all-time
top-10 downloads list for Industrial
Organization-Pricing on that network.
Gregory C. Keating

Gregory Keating attended the John W. Wade
Conference on the Third Restatement of
Torts at Vanderbilt University Law School,
where he commented on the treatment of
strict liability by the current draft of the Third
Restatement and presented his paper
“Comment: The Worker’s Compensation
Acts and Common Law Strict Liability.”
Professor Keating participated, along with
Professor Eric L. Talley, in a workshop at
Columbia Law School examining a manuscript by Luis Kaplow and Steve Shavell,
“Principles of Fairness vs. Human Welfare.”

William J. Hoye

William Hoye was appointed chair of the Law
School Admission Council’s 2001 annual
meeting and educational conference. Dean
Hoye led a discussion for minority pre-law
advisers attending the Pre-Law Advisers’
National Council conference in San Diego. In
addition, he presented a session on how
admissions decisions are made at the Prep
2000 Conference for pre-law advisers from
historically black and Hispanic colleges and
universities. He also gave a presentation on
the financial aid process at the Dallas Law
School Forum.
Ehud Kamar

Ehud Kamar presented “Price Discrimination
in the Market for Corporate Law” with
Marcel Kahan, a New York University law
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Daniel M. Klerman

Daniel Klerman presented “The Selection of
13th-Century Criminal Disputes for
Litigation” at the American Law and
Economics Association annual meeting in
New York last May. He also presented his
paper “Female Private Prosecutors in 13thCentury England” at a legal history workshop
at Tel Aviv University and at an
Interdisciplinary Center faculty workshop in
Herzliya, Israel. His paper “Settlement and
the Decline of Private Prosecution in 13thCentury England” was recently listed as an
all-time top-10 download for experimental
and empirical studies on the Social Science
Research Network; several additional papers
written by Professor Klerman have been listed
recently as top-10 downloads for various other

journals on the network. In August, Professor
Klerman spoke at the National Bureau of
Economic Research Summer Institute in Law
and Economics. He also presented his paper
“The Selection of 13th-Century Criminal
Cases for Litigation” on a panel he organized
to discuss an economic analysis of legal history
at the American Society for Legal History’s
annual meeting in Princeton, N.J. He was
named to the program committee for the
association’s next meeting. Additionally,
Professor Klerman presented “Economic
Analysis and Legal History: Settlement and
the Selection of Cases for Litigation in 13thCentury England” at a California Institute of
Technology workshop.
Karen A. Lash

Karen Lash was listed as a “rising star in the
state’s power structure” in California Law
Business magazine’s annual roundup of the
100 most influential attorneys in the state. In
addition, Dean Lash has been named co-chair
of the California Access to Justice
Commission, which works to increase the
delivery of legal services to poor and
moderate-income Californians. The commission is composed of judges, lawyers, political
appointees and representatives from
California’s religious, labor and education
communities. Her co-chair will be Justice Earl
Johnson of the California Court of Appeal,
who, among other things, formerly taught in
the USC Law School’s clinical program. Dean
Lash also has been named to the U.S. District
Court Magistrate Judges Merit Selection
Panel. Chaired by District Court Judge
Mariana Pfaelzer, the panel will recommend
candidates for five magistrate positions in the
Central District of California.
George Lefcoe

George Lefcoe, Florine and Ervin Yoder
Professor of Real Estate Law, chaired two
panels at the Building Industry Association
Fall 2000 Lawyers Conference, in Indian
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Wells, Calif., where he discussed recent trends
in California redevelopment law and urban
sprawl. He also has prepared a paper, “Finding
the Blight That’s Right for California
Redevelopment Law.”

presented “The Legal Implications of
Labeling: Domestic Violence Exposure as
Child Maltreatment” at the USC Violence
Intervention Program’s conference on traumatized children of battered women.

Thomas D. Lyon

W. Bentley MacLeod

Thomas Lyon presented “Practical Strategies
for Dealing With Child Witnesses’
Developmental Limitations” at the Stuart
House, a Santa Monica, Calif., research and
treatment facility for child victims of sexual
abuse. He also presented “Defending Against
Suggestibility Challenges to the Investigative
Interview” at the annual colloquium of the
American Professional Society on the Abuse
of Children in Chicago, Ill. In August,
Professor Lyon presented “Does the Oath or
Reassurance Lead Young Maltreated Children
to Make False Reports?” at the annual
meeting of the American Psychological
Association in Washington, D.C. He
published “Child Witnesses and the Oath:
Empirical Evidence” in the Southern
California Law Review, Vol. 73 (2000). He
also was invited to present “Suggestion and
Post-Event Contamination in the Real
World” at a Salt Lake City conference sponsored by the National Institute on Child
Health and Development on improving
investigative interviewing techniques. He
discussed processes for interviewing children
in a lecture to attorneys and social workers at
Public Counsel in Los Angeles and presented
a “Critical Review of Current Research on
Child Witnesses and Child Sexual Abuse” to
child interviewers at the Jefferson County
Children’s Advocacy Center in Lakewood,
Colo. He spoke on the admissibility of
hearsay statements at a California County
Counsel Association conference on child
welfare in Long Beach, Calif., and discussed
“What Developmental Psychology Can Teach
You About Interviewing Children” at the
Western Regional Symposium on Child
Abuse and Sexual Assault. In addition, he

W. Bentley MacLeod was appointed director
of the Center for Law, Economics and
Organization, along with professors Jennifer
Arlen and Eric Talley. Professor MacLeod
discussed the latest edition of Antitrust Law,
by Judge Richard Posner of the 7th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals, at a Loyola Law
School conference in December. He taught
a course on contract theory to doctoral
students and faculty from universities in
Austria, England and Germany at the
University of Bonn’s International Summer
School. He also attended the Economic
Science Association’s conference in Tucson,
Ariz., where he co-presented “An Experiment
on the Relative Effects of Ability,
Temperament and Luck on Search with
Uncertainty” with Mark Pingle, and “Caring
about Sunk Costs: A Behavioral Solution to
the Hold-up Problem” with Lorne
Carmichael. In addition, he presented
“Cognition and the Theory of Learning by
Doing” and was invited to participate in a
panel discussion on the future role of
psychology in economics. He also presented
his “Cognition” paper at McGill University in
Montreal in October.
Edward J. McCaffery

Edward McCaffery, Maurice Jones, Jr.
Professor of Law, published “Should We End
Life Support for Death Taxes?” in the Sept. 11
edition of Tax Notes. The paper was based on
his Herman Goldman Memorial Lecture,
delivered to the Bar Association of the City of
New York. Professor McCaffery co-wrote an
article with Richard E. Wagner, “A Bipartisan
Declaration of Independence from Death
Taxation,” that was published by the Public
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Interest Institute and reprinted in Tax Notes
on Aug. 7 and was the basis for a press conference in Washington, D.C., hosted by Rep.
Jennifer Dunn (R-Wash.) and Sen. Charles
Grassley (R-Iowa). Professor McCaffery also
co-wrote “Is there a Gender Gap in Fiscal
Political Preferences?” with R. Michael
Alvarez, professor of political science at the
California Institute of Technology. The article
was presented at the Political Science
Association’s annual meeting in Washington,
D.C. Professor McCaffery spoke about legal
and tax issues affecting women at a brown bag
lunch session sponsored by USC’s Women in
Management group. In addition, Professor
McCaffery spoke on women and tax policy at
the Women, Work and Election 2000 conference at Brandeis University. He spoke along
with Kirk Stark, UCLA professor of law, on
presidential candidates’ tax proposals to a
committee of the American Bar Association’s
tax section during its annual meeting. His
article “The Tyranny of Money,” a review of
Robert Frank’s Luxury Fever, was published in
the Michigan Law Review, Vol. 98 No. 6
(2000). He also presented “A Voluntary Tax?
Revisited” at the National Tax Association’s
93rd Conference on Taxation in Santa Fe,
N.M., in November. In September, he was
named chair of a new law and technology
program jointly managed by Loyola
Marymount University and Caltech, where
McCaffery holds a joint appointment.
Professor McCaffery was a visiting professor
of law at UCLA during the fall 2000 semester.
He is the director of the new USC-Caltech
Center for the Study of Law and Politics, an
interdisciplinary research project funded by
USC’s provost’s office. Using extensive Webbased experiments, he completed a working
paper, “Perception and Framing in the
Evaluation of Tax Policies,” with Jon Baron of
the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton
School of Business.
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Lisa M. Mead

Lisa Mead is completing her two-year term on
the National Association for Law Placement’s
board of directors. In October, she discussed
associate recruitment and retention at a
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher partners’ retreat in
Marina del Rey, Calif.
Denise Meyer

Denise Meyer was asked to serve another year
as co-chair of the Association of Legal Writing
Directors’ adjunct- and student-taught
committee during the association’s biennial
conference in Seattle last summer.
Elyn R. Saks

Elyn Saks, Orrin B. Evans Professor of Law
and Psychiatry and the Behavioral Sciences,
received a two-year grant from the Greenwall
Foundation to study capacity to decide on
psychiatric research in collaboration with
researchers at the University of California–San
Diego. Professor Saks also received funding
from the American Psychoanalytic
Foundation to serve as principal investigator
on a training grant from the Committee on
Research and Special Training (CORST) to
study informed consent to psychoanalysis.
She also is consulting on a National Institute
on Mental Health grant to study another facet
of capacity to decide on treatment.
Robert M. Saltzman

Robert Saltzman presented “How Diversity in
the Classroom Improves Legal Education” at
a Law School Admission Council conference
in Philadelphia. He also led panel discussions
on law school admissions for several large
groups of minority law school applicants in
New York City and Chicago and presented a
report on incidents of misconduct in the law
school admission process to the Law School
Admission Council in Seattle. Dean Saltzman
is chair of the LSAC committee on misconduct and irregularities in the admission
process. In addition, Dean Saltzman made
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several presentations at the Pre-Law Advisers’
National Council conference in San Diego,
where he discussed the importance of diversity
in the law school classroom, disabilities issues
in law school admissions and ethical issues
facing law students and law school applicants.

W. David Slawson

Michael H. Shapiro

Edwin M. Smith

Michael Shapiro, Dorothy W. Nelson
Professor of Law, was on sabbatical in
Tennessee during fall semester, working on
the second edition of his Bioethics and Law
casebook and on an article on constitutional
standards of review. He participated in a
seminar on behavioral genetics at Vanderbilt
University and spoke about the relationship
between political philosophy and constitutional interpretation to the Orange County
chapter of Mensa.

Edwin Smith, Leon Benwell Professor of Law
and International Relations, presented “Peace
Operations: Responding to Conflict in a New
Millennium” at the United Nations
Association of the United States’ Southern
California division meeting in December at
UCLA.

Dan Simon

Dan Simon was awarded two three-year
research grants totaling more than $400,000
from the National Science Foundation to
study the application of cognitive models to
legal reasoning. The projects are being
conducted in collaboration with Stephen J.
Read, a psychology professor at USC, and
Keith J. Holyoak, a psychology professor at
UCLA. Professor Simon and Professor Read
presented recent research at a workshop sponsored by USC’s Center on Law, Economics
and Organization in July. The presentation,
“Integration of Evidence by Constraint
Satisfaction,” described an experiment with
mock jurors that examines how people
process and evaluate large sets of complex,
ambiguous and conflicting information. In
addition, Professor Simon presented “Making
Multi-Attribute Decisions By Constraint
Satisfaction,” co-written by Professor
Holyoak, at the Society for Judgment and
Decision Making’s annual conference in New
Orleans.

W. David Slawson, Torrey H. Webb Professor
of Law, presented “The Institutional
Foundations of Contract Damages and the
Thesis of Fuller and Perdue” at a USC faculty
workshop in October.

Matthew L. Spitzer

Matthew Spitzer, Dean and Carl M. Franklin
Professor of Law, published “Digital
Television and the Quid Pro Quo,” co-written
by Thomas Hazlett, in Business and Politics
Vol. 2 (2000). He also published “Judicial
Auditing,” co-written by Eric Talley, in the
Journal of Legal Studies, Vol. 29 (2000).
Nomi M. Stolzenberg

Nomi Stolzenberg published “The Property
of Culture” in the Oct. 27 issue of Daedalus
Magazine. She participated in a roundtable
conversation on religion and politics with
Steven Carter, Michael Sandel, Barbara
Ehrenreich and Stanley Fish that was
published in Tikkun Magazine .
Christopher D. Stone

Christopher Stone, J. Thomas McCarthy
Trustee Professor of Law, presented a paper
at the United Nations headquarters in New
York City. His presentation, “The
Precautionary Principle: A Theoretical
Critique,” was part of a seminar for diplomats. He also presented “A Five-Step Plan for
the Oceans” at the Scripps Institution in La
Jolla, Calif., as part of the University of
California Revelle Program on Climate
Science and Policy. Professor Stone also deliv-
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ered the keynote address, “Technology and
the Environment: Promise of Benefits, Risks
of Harm,” at Southern Methodist University’s
Maguire Center for Ethics and Public
Responsibility’s 15th annual Conference of
the Professions. Professor Stone’s essay “The
Environment in Wartime: An Overview” was
recently published as the first chapter of the
book The Environmental Consequences of War,
published by Cambridge University Press
(2000). The book is the culmination of a twoyear research project studying environmental
damage caused by the Persian Gulf War.

held in October. With Professor Keating,
Professor Talley participated in a workshop
at Columbia Law School examining a manuscript by Luis Kaplow and Steve Shavell,
“Principles of Fairness vs. Human Welfare.”

Eric Talley was named director of the USC
Center for Law, Economics and
Organization, along with Jennifer Arlen and
Bentley MacLeod. Professor Talley spent fall
semester in Washington, D.C., where he was
a visiting professor at Georgetown Law
Center. He presented a workshop on
“Disclosure Norms” at Georgetown and at the
University of Pennsylvania’s Conference on
Norms in Corporate Law. He also presented
“Endowments Effects, Other-Regarding
Preferences and Corporate Law” at American
University Law School, the University of
Texas business school and Duke University
Law School. In addition, he presented “Trade
Secrets and Mutual Investments” at the
Georgetown Conference on Contracts with
Highly Skilled Employees and was an invited
participant at the Columbia Law School
Conference on Fairness vs. Welfare
Economics. He published “A Theory of Legal
Presumptions,” written with Antonio
Bernardo and Ivo Welch, in the Journal of
Law, Economics and Organization, Vol. 16
(2000). In addition, an article co-written by
Professor Talley and Dean Matthew L. Spitzer
titled “Judicial Auditing” was published in the
Journal of Legal Studies, Vol. 29 (2000). With
Professor Arlen, Professor Talley helped
organize the first USC/UCLA Corporate Law
Roundtable conference, an all-day conference

first-year law school examination writing techniques to law students at more than 20 law
schools. In addition, he published articles on
recent criminal and civil decisions in the
September and October issues of Orange
County Lawyer Magazine.

Stacey R. Turner

Stacey Turner spoke about new domestic
violence legislation and restraining orders to
faculty and staff at the Los Angeles CountyUSC Medical Center’s Violence Intervention
Program.
Charles H. Whitebread

Eric L. Talley

FROM THE FACULTY

Charles Whitebread, George T. and Harriet
E. Pfleger Professor of Law, received the John
J. McAulay Legal Educator Award from Phi
Alpha Delta, the nation’s largest law fraternity,
in August. The award recognizes distinguished service to students, the law school, the
profession and the community. Phi Alpha
Delta also selected Professor Whitebread to be
the keynote speaker for its national convention. Also in August, Professor Whitebread
taught a law school preview course at St.
Mary’s Law School in San Antonio, and he
presented “Recent Decisions of the United
States Supreme Court” to the Criminal Justice
Institute in Minneapolis. In addition,
Professor Whitebread published Recent
Decisions of the United States Supreme Court
1999-2000 Term, for which he selected and
prepared the case law summaries and analyses.
Throughout fall semester, Professor
Whitebread spoke to numerous audiences
about recent U.S. Supreme Court decisions,
including public defenders in Wisconsin,
judges in Mississippi, the American Judges
Association in Kansas City, the National
Practice Institute in New York City, members
of the County Bar Association of New York,
judges in Oklahoma, the California Judges
Association in San Diego, justices of the peace
and judges of the Delaware Superior and
Appellate Courts, and the Washington State
Bar Association in Seattle. He also spoke on

New Faculty
Niels W. Frenzen

Niels Frenzen has joined the Law School as a
clinical assistant professor of law. He is establishing the school’s first immigration clinic
and will teach a course on immigration law.
Professor Frenzen has taught immigration law
at USC as an adjunct professor since 1998
and also has taught immigration law courses
at Southwestern University School of Law and
UCLA. Before coming to USC, Professor
Frenzen worked for more than 13 years as a
directing attorney with Public Counsel in Los
Angeles, where he handled cases involving
immigrant and refugee rights. His work on
behalf of immigrants and refugees has been
widely praised; in December, California
Lawyer magazine named Professor Frenzen a
lawyer of the year for helping to free six Iraqi
nationals who had been detained since 1996
by the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service. For three years, Professor Frenzen
battled to free the men and declassify the
information being used to justify their detention. The effort helped prompt the
introduction of legislation in the U.S. House
of Representatives that would give noncitizens
greater procedural rights when the government seeks to deport them based upon
classified evidence. Prior to his work at Public
Counsel, Professor Frenzen was a supervising
attorney at the Haitian Refugee Center in
Miami and was a legislative coordinator for
the Iowa Civil Liberties Union. He has been a
consultant to Amnesty International; helped
monitor repression in Haiti; inspected detention conditions for Haitian Refugees at the
U.S. Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay; inves-
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Left to Right:
Edwin Smith
Matthew Spitzer
Nomi Stolzenberg
Christopher Stone
Eric Talley
Stacey Turner
Charles Whitebread
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tigated the living conditions of unaccompanied children forcibly repatriated by the
United States to Haiti; and acted as an accredited foreign observer in Mexican federal and
state elections. He is past president of the
Coalition for Humane Immigrants’ Rights of
Los Angeles’ board of directors and a member
of the Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center’s
national advisory committee. Professor
Frenzen earned his juris doctorate from Drake
University Law School in 1985 and a bachelor’s degree in French from Beloit College in
1981.

Visiting Faculty
Gillian K. Hadfield

Gillian Hadfield joins the Law School as the
Olin Fellow in Law and Economics for the
spring 2001 semester. A professor of law at the
University of Toronto, Professor Hadfield’s
research and teaching interests include
contract theory and law, theories of conflict
and dispute resolution and economics of legal
institutions and organizations. Her recent
publications include “The Price of Law: How
the Market for Lawyers Distorts the Justice
System,” published in the Michigan Law

Review, Vol. 98 (2000), and “Changing the
Path of the Law,” published in The Path of
Law and its Influence (Cambridge University
Press, 2000). She is past president of the
Canadian Law and Economics Association
and a member of the Institute for Policy
Analysis’ board of advisers. Most recently, she
was the Olin Fellow in Law and Economics at
Cornell Law School. She earned a Ph.D. in
economics from Stanford University in 1990,
a juris doctorate from Stanford Law School in
1988 and a bachelor’s degree in economics
from Queen’s University in 1983.

Law School Workshops July — December 2000
>

Faculty

Jody Armour
Professor of law, USC
“Adjudicating Just Deserts: Hidden Bias in Blame
and Punishment”

Pamela S. Karlan
Professor of law, Stanford University
“The Irony of Immunity: The 11th Amendment,
Irreparable Injury and Section 1983”

Robert C. Post
Professor of law, University of California, Berkeley
“The Uncertain Future of Federal Antidiscrimination
Law: Morrison, Kimel and the Dismantling of
Congressional Section Five Powers”

Ariela J. Gross
Professor of law, USC
“Beyond Black and White: Cultural Approaches to
Race and Slavery”

W. David Slawson
Professor of law, USC
“The Institutional Foundations of Contract Damages
and the Thesis of Fuller and Perdue”

Andrei Marmor
Professor of law, Tel Aviv University
“Authority and Authorship”

Left to Right:
Niels Frenzen
Gillian Hadfield

>

Phillippa Levine
Professor of history, USC
“Prostitution, Race and Politics: Policing Venereal
Disease in the British Empire”

>

Center for Law, History and Culture

Martha M. Umphrey
Professor of law, Amherst University
“Law, Jurisprudence and Social Thought”

Howard A. Gillman
Professor of political science, USC
“The Political Construction of Federal Judicial Power
in Late 19th-Century America”

Peter H. Huang
Visiting professor of law, USC
“Reasons Within Passions: Emotions and Intentions
in Property Rights Bargaining”

>

Pacific Center

Barbara M. Korsch
Professor of pediatrics, Childrens Hospital
“The Power Shift in the Doctor-Patient Relationship”

C. Anderson Johnson
Professor of preventative medicine, USC
“Transdisciplinary Health Research in Developing

> Center for Communication
Law and Policy

Nations: Culture and Ethics”

Norman Arnheim

Anita Allen-Castellitto

Chair of biological sciences department, USC

Professor of law, University of Pennsylvania

“Understanding the Human Variation: The

“Privacy as Data Control: Conceptual, Practical and

Foundations of Forensic DNA Analysis”

Moral Limits of the Paradigm”

William “Terry” W. Fisher

Michael R. Cousineau
Professor of public administration, USC

Professor of law, Harvard University

“Effectiveness of Independent Health Consumer

“Theories of Intellectual Property”

Services in a Legal Services Environment”

Neil Netanel
Professor of law, University of Texas
“Market Hierarchy and Copyright in Our System of
Free Expression”
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Career Services Update

Topsy-Turvy Legal Market Affects Job Searching and Hiring Processes
by Eden Kusmiersky
Director, Career Services and Lisa Mead
Assistant Dean, Career Services

One of the most important issues facing the Law School’s students, graduates and legal
employers, both locally and nationally, is how the legal job market has been affected by the
recent fluctuations in the economy. If you are not a recent law school graduate, you may be
scratching your head and asking, “What is going on in the legal market?” In anticipation of this
question, we in the career services office have been tracking recent trends. The legal market has
been topsy-turvy during the past 14 months, and we have tried to make sense of the changes
and turmoil that have characterized the legal market in recent months. The following are some
of our observations.
Trends in 2000: The dot.coms and their legal needs played a significant role in the chaos
of 2000. The dot.com demand for in-house and out-of-house counsel sky-rocketed — as did
the stock value and the issuance of stock options to legal counsel (in-house and out-of-house).
The booming economy of some business markets, such as Silicon Valley, and an increase in the
globalization of business prompted law firm expansions into new regions and countries.
As the need for lawyers increased, law firms redoubled efforts to hire summer associates and
new and lateral associates. Many national firms went to great lengths to recruit law students.
Some substantially increased salaries — in some cases to as much as $165,000 to $170,000
for first-year associates. Many adopted business-casual dress codes throughout the week, and
some provided more personal services, including limousine service or commuting expense reimbursement, personal shoppers, on-site food, dry cleaning or masseuse services.
Trends in 2001: Toward the end of 2000, we began to see the phrase dot.gone being used
more frequently. The downturn in dot.com legal work, along with the general economic
slowdown, has created a much more competitive legal market for 2001. Many law firms are
suffering from the sticker-shock of the 2000 salary wars and some have undergone mergers
or acquisitions, significant partner movement, associate and partner layoffs or even office or
firm closures. As a result, billable hours requirements have increased to as much as 2,200 to
2,400 hours per year. Many associates report experiencing a reduction in mentoring, training
and time for pro bono work, and some say that law firm partnership seems either unattainable or not worth the effort. A number of firms, in an effort to be more cost-effective, are
focusing on retention programs and lateral associate hiring; some firms are reducing their
summer associate hiring.
Salary increases seem to have had a broader impact as well. Some judges report a decrease in
applications from students and graduates for externships and judicial clerkships, and many
government and public interest agencies and other legal employers report difficulty in recruiting
new attorneys. Legal services agencies and non-profits indicate that it is more difficult to seek
donations or volunteer legal work from law firms, and tax consulting businesses have slowed
their hiring of law students and new lawyers because of the difficulty in competing with national
law firms.
While these are just a few of the trends that characterize the current legal market, they are
making for interesting and unpredictable times for law students and lawyers and will continue
to affect job searching, legal recruiting and legal practice in 2001. As we lead the Law School’s
efforts to prepare our students for this changing market, we may be contacting some of you
to assist us with programs and workshops designed to educate and prepare our students for a
successful transition into the profession.
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Post-Conviction Justice Project Wins Parole for Battered Woman
Supervising Attorneys:
Michael Brennan, Carrie Hempel,
Denise Meyer and Stacey Turner

Through the Law School’s Post-Conviction Justice Project,
Professor Carrie Hempel and third-year student Pedram
Mansouri helped win parole for a battered woman convicted of
murder 15 years ago.
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Just before Rose Parker killed her abusive boyfriend of four years, he held her at gunpoint
and threatened to kill her — in front of her 2-year-old son — because he had found out she
was pregnant with another man’s child. He also threatened to kill the father of the unborn child
and members of her family. She pleaded for her life and asked him to put the gun down;
when he did, she picked it up and shot him in the back.
She was convicted of second-degree murder and sentenced to 15 years to life. It was 1986;
even in appropriate cases, the use of battered women’s syndrome evidence was not a common
practice in California homicide trials.
Fifteen years later, Ms. Parker is the first — and, at press time, the only — person to receive
parole under Gov. Gray Davis, who once said he wouldn’t consider parole for any person
convicted of murder. After receiving a parole date at a hearing where she was represented by
a USC law student and the Law School’s Post-Conviction Justice Project, Ms. Parker left prison
on Dec. 8. She has since become an advocate for battered women’s rights.
“On rare occasions, a case arises in which we must give weight not only to extraordinary and
compelling circumstances, but to legal defenses adopted in law since the original jury verdict,”
said Gov. Davis in a statement announcing Ms. Parker’s parole, referring to a law passed in 1991
allowing evidence of battered women’s syndrome to be introduced in trial. A few days after
he granted parole to Ms. Parker, the governor signed legislation requiring the California Board
of Prison Terms to consider evidence of battered women’s syndrome in the parole cases of
women who were convicted of murder prior to the passage of the 1991 law.
The case was also a milestone for USC’s Post-Conviction Justice Project and for thirdyear student Pedram Mansouri, who handled Ms. Parker’s case.
The Post-Conviction Justice Project allows students to represent people who have been
convicted of crimes in parole hearings and appeals. Established in 1981, it is one of the first
programs nationwide to allow law students to represent clients in court. Today, it is a model
of legal education and one of the largest and most successful clinical programs in the country,
having offered more than 470 USC law students the chance to handle more than 1,400 cases.
Ms. Parker’s case was one of the highest-profile cases in which the project has been involved.
Mr. Mansouri chose to attend law school at USC specifically because he wanted to be
involved in the Post-Conviction Justice Project. Working with Ms. Parker, he says, was an experience he’ll never forget. “I worked with her for about six or seven weeks before her hearing,”
he says. “I had represented women in that prison before, and I always felt sorry for them.
They were usually there on a drug charge or something that their boyfriends had mixed them
up in. But I really felt that Rose was being unfairly held.”
He felt so strongly about Ms. Parker’s case that, when he appeared before the parole board,
he turned his prepared statement over and spoke from his heart. “I think it was more effective than trying to read something,” he says. “It was such a solid case. I just said what I felt.”
USC students had worked with Ms. Parker in the past, representing her at a 1994 custody
hearing and in a 1996 parole hearing, says Professor Carrie Hempel, a supervising attorney
for the project and Mr. Mansouri’s adviser for Ms. Parker’s case. Ms. Parker’s case was bolstered
this time by a letter written by the judge who presided over her trial, stating that he would
not have convicted her of the murder.
“Project students have been representing clients at the California Institution for Women
in parole hearings basically since the inception of the program there in 1993,” says Professor
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Hempel. “It means a lot to those of us who work in the project to finally have a true victory
in this kind of case. Our greatest hope, however, is that the board and the governor will now
recognize the parole suitability of many of our other clients who are worthy of release.”
The project is currently representing another client with a parole case pending before the
governor and will be representing several others in the next round of hearings before the Board
of Prison Terms in April. The project now represents more than 20 women at the California
Institution for Women who have been convicted of murder and are eligible for parole.

Children’s Issues Clinic Helps 35 Kids Find Permanent Homes
Supervising Attorney Lee Campbell

The Children’s Clinic spearheaded the Law School’s participation in this year’s Adoption Day
project, sponsored by the Los Angeles Children’s Court. Approximately 30 clinic students
and first-year students represented families adopting children who were formerly wards of
the court. Clients included 20 families who adopted 35 children. Some of the adoptive parents
were already foster parents of their children, some were relatives, and the rest were simply people
who wanted to adopt a child.
Many of these children had special physical, emotional and educational needs, which
required the law students to go beyond strictly legal work to an analysis of each child’s present
situation and future needs. The students then completed their cases by negotiating the appropriate packages of benefits and services for each child, to be provided by the state until the child’s
18th birthday.
On Adoption Day, law students represented their clients in the finalization hearings, under
Professor Lee Campbell’s supervision. For an entire Saturday in November, the courthouse was
devoted to finalizing several hundred adoptions taking place through the efforts of law students
and pro bono attorneys, in an upbeat, festive atmosphere.

Business Legal Advice Clinic Shifts Focus to Serve Nonprofit Organizations
Supervising Attorney Noel Ragsdale

The Business Legal Advice Clinic has changed its name to the Employer Legal Advice Clinic
to better reflect its evolving focus on nonprofit organizations. During the 2000-01 academic
year, the clinic has provided legal services to community organizations in the neighborhoods
surrounding USC and, in the process, has discovered a growing need among such organizations
for legal assistance and advice.
This year, students have worked with 15 organizations, including Clinica de Monsignor
Oscar Romero, Heart of Los Angeles Youth, Watts/Century Latino Organization, the Center
for Law and Justice, Amassi Health Wellness and Cultural Affirmation Center, and the Center
for Health Care Rights. Because many of these organizations are growing, USC students are
often asked to help develop personnel policies, create plans for growth, and ensure policies and
practices comply with state and federal law. Students also are helping newer organizations
develop job descriptions and salary estimates for grant applications.
As word of the clinic’s services has spread throughout the local nonprofit community,
requests for assistance have surged. Although the bulk of the clinic’s clients are now nonprofit
organizations, the clinic will continue to serve small businesses as well.
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U.S. Trust Co. Provides Vital Support to Pacific Center Initiatives

Franklin E. Ulf
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With the latest in a series of gifts to support the USC Pacific Center for Health Policy and
Ethics, a Los Angeles investment management company is facilitating interdisciplinary collaboration in research and teaching at USC and the implementation of community outreach
programs that serve the medical and legal professions and the general public.
Over the past three years, U.S. Trust Co. has provided more than $210,000 in funding to
the Pacific Center, supporting projects such as the HEAL (Humanities, Economics, Art and
the Law) Curriculum, which aims to increase medical students’ awareness of ethical issues in
the field, as well as providing core support for the Pacific Center that is reflected in all of its activities.
“The Pacific Center is a worthwhile entity to be involved with, and we are pleased to have
the opportunity to support its efforts,” says Franklin E. Ulf, chairman of West Coast offices
of U.S. Trust. The U.S. Trust Corp., which is headquartered in New York City, provides investment management, banking and fiduciary services nationwide to both families and institutional
clients. Among the clients of the Los Angeles office is QueensCare, a nonprofit health care
organization valued at about $300 million and created primarily by the 1998 sale of Queen
of Angels/Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center.
Mr. Ulf has been closely involved with QueensCare’s mission to provide health care services
to minority and disadvantaged communities in Los Angeles, and he recently became chair of
the Los Angeles Health Care Alliance, which is supported by QueensCare and other foundations. In addition, U.S. Trust commits a portion of its annual QueensCare fees to community
service projects. In conjunction with QueensCare’s board, chaired by USC law graduate J.J.
Brandlin ’38, Mr. Ulf has directed those funds to the Pacific Center for the past three years.
“We are very grateful for U.S. Trust’s support, which is vital to the Pacific Center because
it enables us to respond quickly to new developments and then to obtain project-specific funds,”
says University Professor of Law and Medicine Alexander Capron, who co-directs the center
with Dr. David Goldstein, a professor and chief of general internal medicine at USC’s Keck
School of Medicine.
A number of the Pacific Center’s programs complement QueensCare’s mission. For example,
after California adopted the Health Care Decisions Act (Assembly Bill 891) in 1999, information about the changes in the law affecting a person’s right to make medical decisions —
including the right to forgo life-sustaining treatment — needed to be communicated to
patients. The Pacific Center took a lead role in revising a federally mandated brochure that
explains patients’ rights under California law — a publication that the Pacific Center had helped
prepare in 1991. With funding from a separate QueensCare grant, the Pacific Center also
will translate the brochure into nine languages and develop educational programs that address
the needs of patients from a range of ethnic groups for appropriate end-of-life care.
The Pacific Center was created a decade ago by USC’s schools of law and medicine to
promote interdisciplinary collaboration in research and teaching about the ethical and legal
aspects of health care and research and to help educate the professions and the general public
on related policy questions. Recent programs have included an international symposium on
science, ethics and society, research on genetic discrimination in insurance and how ethnicity
affects patients’ advance health care directives, and an interdisciplinary faculty symposium series
at USC.
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Professor Chemerinsky Replaces Dean Spitzer as CCLP Director

Erwin Chemerinsky

Erwin Chemerinsky, the Sydney M. Irmas Professor of Public Interest Law, Legal Ethics and
Political Science at USC Law School, was named director of the USC Center for
Communications Law and Policy (CCLP) last summer. He replaces Matthew L. Spitzer, who
is now dean of the Law School.
Professor Chemerinsky is a nationally recognized expert on constitutional law and civil rights
and has written extensively about communications law issues. He is a lecturer at the Federal
Judicial Center, the National Judicial College, the Center for Civic Education and the
Constitutional Rights Foundation.
CCLP supports academic inquiry into questions of domestic and international communications law and policy. Its areas of focus include exploring the relationship between regulatory
structure and content; spectrum, technology and broadband access issues; the concentration of
media control; effects on society of violence and sex on television; the nexus of privacy issues
and First Amendment rights; and the effects of communications technologies on society and
business. The center sponsors a speakers series, visiting faculty, conferences and symposia.
Last year, CCLP extended fellowships to William “Terry” Fisher, a Harvard Law School
professor; Anita Allen-Castellito, a professor of law at the University of Pennsylvania; and
Neil Netanel, the Arnold, White and Durkee Centennial Professor of Law at the University
of Texas.

USC and Caltech Launch New Law and Politics Center

CCLP Conference Studies Artists’ Rights in Digital Age

The USC Law School has launched another interdisciplinary research project to
sponsor serious academic inquiry into the intersections of law, politics and popular
opinion.
The USC-Caltech Center for the Study of Law and Politics was established last
fall with a three-year grant from USC’s provost’s office and funds from the California
Institute of Technology. Composed of scholars from the Law School, USC’s departments of political science and economics, and Caltech’s Division of Humanities and
Social Science, the center is directed by Ed McCaffery, the Maurice Jones, Jr.
Professor of Law at USC. R. Michael Alvarez, a professor of political science at
Caltech, is assistant director.
The center plans to sponsor primary empirical research and quantitative analyses
of political and legal processes, particularly research that relies on innovative methods
of data collection, such as Web-based surveying. Among the working papers sponsored by the center are “Is There a Gender Gap in Fiscal Political Preferences?”,
cowritten by Professors Alvarez and McCaffery, and “The Likely Consequences of
Internet Voting for Political Representation,” cowritten by Professor Alvarez and
Jonathan Nagler, a professor of political science at New York University.
The center’s first public conference, Counting the Votes and Making Votes
Count, will be held April 27 and 28 at USC. Sessions will focus on ballot reform
issues and the 2000 presidential election; presentations will be published in a forthcoming book. Scheduled speakers include Ann Crigler, a political science professor
at USC and director of the Unruh Institute, USC law professors Erwin
Chemerinsky and Susan Estrich, and Pamela Karlan, professor of public interest law
at Stanford University.
For information, contact Professor McCaffery at (213) 740-2567.

As new digital technologies change the way that artistic works
and entertainment are made, distributed and sold, they are radically reshaping the political economy of creativity. At stake:
artists’ control over their own works, established commercial
structure, principles of copyright law and the public’s right to
access and use creative works.
Lawyers, artists, filmmakers and scholars gathered to explore
these issues at an interdisciplinary conference sponsored by the
USC Center for Communications Law and Policy, the Norman
Lear Center, the Artists’ Rights Foundation and USC’s
Annenberg School for Communication, Law School and School
of Fine Arts. The conference, “Artists, Technology and the
Ownership of Creative Content” was held March 31, 2001, at
the Annenberg School.
Speakers included David Bollier, senior fellow of the Norman
Lear Center; Sara Diamond of the Banff Centre; Professor Jay
Dougherty of Loyola Law School; Professor Jane Ginsburg of
Columbia University School of Law; and Arnold Lutzker, a
partner with Lutzker & Lutzker. Panelists included John Perry
Barlow, a fellow of the Harvard Law School Berkman Center for
Internet and Society and former lyricist with the Grateful Dead;
Jarred Jussim, executive vice president at Sony Pictures
Entertainment; the Honorable Ed Damich of the U.S. Court
of Federal Claims; and Harold Vogel, CEO of Vogel Capital
Entertainment.
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’75

’60

Nine classes of USC Law School
graduates have gathered during recent
months to celebrate old friendships
and shared experiences. Pictured
here are some members of the
Classes of 1955, 1960, 1965, 1970,
1975, 1980, 1985, 1990 and 1995.
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Why give to the
Legion Lex Annual Fund?
Because technology changes every day.
Because top-notch students rely on scholarships.
Because USC’s public interest programs
provide critical community services.
Because the quality of USC’s programs continues to
grow, as does the value of a USC legal education.
Because every gift, large or small, adds up to vital
resources that allow the Law School to meet the
changing needs of students, faculty and the legal
profession — while continually responding to the
traditional demands of a quality legal education.
Call today with your tax-deductible gift to the
USC Law School Legion Lex Annual Fund, and watch
the mail this spring and fall for more information on
how you can give.
Because every gift makes a difference.

“

I give for many reasons, but especially because of what USC gave me —
a top-rate legal education and a network of lifelong friends.

”

— John W. Peterson ’95

Legion Lex Annual Fund
USC Law School
Office of Development
and Graduate Relations
(213) 740-6143
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Class Notes
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Class of

1950

Thanks to those who responded to the questionnaire. Due to space limitations for the Fall issue, I
omitted some details about family, children and
grandchildren (as of that date). I thought classmates might be interested and will include this
personal data with the new information submitted.
Hon. Albert Armendariz, Sr. (first wife, Mary Lou,
died in 1993, remarried Mari in 1999), 6 children
(son Albert Jr. is an attorney), 18 grandchildren.
Hon. Robert Armstrong and Eleanor, 5 children (2
sons and a son-in-law are attorneys), 9 grandchildren, one great grandchild. Still not enough
space to cover the fascinating trips from their
home in Scotland, including one in July 2000 to
Sharrow Bay Country House Hotel at Lake
Ullswater in England; stopping on the way at
castles, such as Cawdor, Dunrobin, Blair, Inverary
and Drumlarig. C. Neil Ash and wife June “happily
retired,” to pursue many philanthropic activities and
travel. Willis M. Brooks and his son and grandson
meet at 6:30 a.m in the family’s Beverly Hills office
to begin the day’s law practice. Clifford H. Clark
“still married to ‘good ole Mary-Lee’ after 52 years,”
3 children, 8 grandchildren. In addition to flying
to Alaska and around the Arctic every year, he is
now kayaking down the Noatak River in the
Brooks Range. Hon. David N. Eagleson reports
“Married late in December 2000. Still plugging
away at generalized ADR work. Sorry to have
missed the 50th anniversary luncheon.” Walter W.
Faner and Nancy, 4 children, 4 grandchildren.
Walter C. Foster sadly reports that his wife, Ethel,
died August 30, 1999. Married 47 years, 3 children, 4 grandchildren. Richard A. Foxx and Joan
married 49 years, 2 children. Albert J. Ghiradeli’s
wife Carolyn died in 1993. Now married to Olga, 5
children (3 his and 2 hers), 4 graduated from USC,
6 grandchildren (2 his and 4 hers). Missed the
reunion due to celebration of their 5th wedding
anniversary in Hawaii that week. Morris M. Glass
and Hilda married 53 years, 2 sons, 7 grandchildren. Irving Glovin and Jeanne, 4 children (2
lawyers), 7 grandchildren. Richard M. Grossberg
and Constance, 3 children, 6 grandchildren, twin

(

great grandchildren. Ralph B. Helm and Alice, 3
children and 4 grandchildren. Wayne C. Holle was
an FBI agent under J. Edgar Hoover for several
years after graduating from Law School, then
switched to insurance. Retired in 1986. Plays golf
and travels extensively (New Zealand, Australia,
Alaska, Italy and golf in Scotland (should look up
Bob Armstrong). He asks if anyone has information on Kit Nelson. Evans J. Karpenko married 56
years to Frances, 3 children, 5 grandchildren. In
September 2000, The Texas Bar Journal recognized his completion of 50 years in the legal
profession and asked to publish his reflections
on his career so that other attorneys may learn
from his experience. John H. Larson and Louise, 2
children, 2 grandchildren “the best,” ages 8 and
9, “the younger says he will go to USC.” Richard
Morrow reports from Solvang: “Nothing new —
golf handicap increasing.” Willard P. Netzley and
Catherine married 47 years, 4 children, 5 grandchildren. In June 2000, celebrated 50 years as a
small town attorney in La Puente, California. A.
William Olson and Patricia, 2 children, 2 grandchildren. Hon. Jack T. Ryburn still works
occasionally with JAMS, is on the Board of a
Chicago manufacturing company and a charitable
foundation. With wife Toni travels and “enjoys the
wonderful climate in Southern California.” Edward
Sanders and his firm have joined Crosby, Heafey,
Roach & May at his previous address in Century
City, but on the seventh floor instead of the eighth.
Married to Rose, 2 children, 4 grandchildren.
Morris Sankary married to Crispina, 3 children, 3
grandchildren. Wanda Young Sankary 2 sons (1
adopted) raised as twins; is raising a granddaughter. Herbert E. Selwyn married to Lidia, 3
children. Gordon T. Shepard married to Fae.
Enjoys motorcycle rides. Ted Sullivan married to
Evelyn, 4 children (1 a lawyer), 8 grandchildren.
Ben Susman and Mimi celebrated their 49th
anniversary in Spain, 2 children, 4 grandchildren.
Leo J. Vander Lans married to Judith, 4 children, 8
grandchildren still practices law and is an arbitrator
and mediator. Specialized in Maritime law. Frank S.
Whiting married to Elizabeth, 6 children, 14 grandchildren. A. Charles Wilson married to Betty since
1952, 2 children, 4 grandchildren. Claude E.
Young 8 grandchildren, including twin boys born

CLASS NOTES

May 26, 2000. In Memorium: Sadly, the questionnaire to Cleon B. Feight was returned marked
“Deceased.”
Shirley Olsen, Class Reporter
richard@frazmtn.com
>

Class of

1951

This is it, classmates, our big half-century reunion.
You will have to wait another 50 years for a
meeting as big, so mark it down and save the date
for a fabulous Sunday buffet at the Beverly Hills
Peninsula Hotel beginning at 11:30 a.m. on
Sunday, May 20, 2001. If you are not there, every
other classmate will be deeply disappointed. All of
this according to your hardworking Reunion
Committee consisting of Milt Zerin (chair), Bill
Birnie, Volney Brown , George Cox, George
DeRoy, Ken Holland, Ann Stodden, Don Von
Mizener and Harold Wax. Good thing they are not
charging their usual hourly rates! When you are
appropriately hounded by the aforesaid to make
your annual contribution to the Arthur S. Bell and
Dean S. Butler Scholarship Fund, the most important thing is your participation. Yes, we would like
a big fat tax-deductible check from you, but the
number of us kicking in is more important than the
amount; a high percentage of donors attracts the
corporate and foundation money. But you have
already proved that you know this by a high
membership rate in Legion Lex. More specifically,
our rate of support is 27.1 percent, more than
twice the all-class average of 12.3 percent. The
only class having 10 or more survivors which is
close to us is the dependable Class of ‘53, those
guys who were two years behind us, at 25.6
percent. Let’s try to increase our lead. By the way,
two of our classmates are “missing,” their whereabout unknown to both the Law School and the
State Bar: Norman H. Martell and Ralph V.
Nichols. If we could find them, they undoubtedly
would make huge contributions. Please turn them
in to me. Here’s a little-known fact, make what you
will of it. Of the 78 of us for whom we have
addresses, only 29 (37 percent) report an e-mail
address. ‘5l excels at everything else, of course,
including the return of questionnaires. Here is a
sampling of what you report. Among those still
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Early Grads Recognized As Pioneers in Legal Profession
Mabel Walker Willebrandt ’16 and Y.C. Hong ’24 were among the Law School’s most prominent
alumni in their day, and both have been recognized of late as pioneers whose work as attorneys
and leaders cleared the way for others.
In a July 2000 “L.A. Then and Now” column, Los Angeles
Times reporter Cecilia Rasmussen wrote of Ms. Willebrandt’s
“pioneering career” as a public defender and assistant attorney
general. Raised in Missouri and Michigan, Ms. Willebrandt came
to Los Angeles in 1912 with her tubercular husband. She
supported her husband and his mother by working as a principal
and teacher; at night she studied law at USC. Four years later,
newly divorced, she was the first female public defender in Los
Angeles.
In 1921, at age 32, Ms. Willebrandt was recommended by her
former professor, Frank Doherty, to serve as assistant attorney
general under President Warren G. Harding. She moved to
Washington and was immediately assigned the task of enforcing
Prohibition. In the media, she was referred to as “Prohibition
Portia,” “Deborah of the Drys” or “Mrs. Firebrand.” After a rocky
tenure, she returned to private practice in 1929 and pioneered the
fields of aviation and radio law, representing high-profile clients
such as Aviation Corp. of America, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and
the Screen Directors Guild of America. She died of lung cancer
in 1963. Her lifelong friend, future federal Judge John J. Sirica,
later said of her, “If Mabel had worn trousers, she would have
been president.”
Y.C. Hong didn’t achieve such political notoriety, but his work
Mabel Walker Willebrandt is still
as one of the first and most prominent Chinese American attormaking headlines; Y.C. Hong’s work
for Chinese American rights was
neys helped gain immigration and civil rights for Chinese
honored in a major exhibition.
Americans who suffered from exclusionary laws enforced in
California during the early years of the 20th century. Mr. Hong’s life and work were featured in “On
Gold Mountain,” a major exhibit about the Chinese American experience in California mounted
last year by the Gene Autry Museum of Western Heritage in Los Angeles.
The son of 19th century immigrants, Mr. Hong’s interest in immigration law stemmed from his
work as a translator for the U.S. Immigration Service. By the time he was 30, he had testified before
the U.S. Senate, arguing for repeal of the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, and was elected president of the Los Angeles chapter of the Chinese American Citizens Alliance. Throughout his career,
he was actively involved in the Chinese American community, and he provided crucial legal advice
and investments that helped build New Chinatown in Los Angeles in the late 1930s. His former
office building still stands there today.
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practicing law fifty years later are Paul Riles,
Sheldon Caplow, Roy Mann, Joseph Ventress,
Harold Wax (partners with his son) and, of course,
George DeRoy. Michael Franklin recently testified
as an expert witness in an entertainment industry
arbitration. Nathan Goller has opened a nightclub
in West Hollywood, a nice change of pace. In the
following-in-our-footsteps department, Bill
Burge’s grandson is a freshman at USC; Dan
Leedy has a grandson in law school at the
University of San Diego (“his choice, not mine.”).
You will remember that when asked to suggest
which laws we would most like to see repealed,
responses included drug laws, tax loopholes for
the super-rich (anyone richer than we are), the
estate tax (a favorite), solicitation of prostitution
(?!), Second Amendment, the Endangered Species
Act, income tax, and the law of diminishing returns
(Art Wasserman’s). Now recommendations for
new laws include: a tax break for attorneys who
have practiced in California for 50 years or more;
require presidential candidates to take an I.Q. test
with results made public; a 10-year moratorium on
new laws, state and federal; a permanent moratorium on new laws; publication of new laws with
summary of their expected impact; a constitutional
amendment providing for election of the President
by popular vote; and, the ever-popular repeal of
death taxes. The latter, of course, is not really a
new law, but it is such a good idea we are going to
allow it. Finally, we pass on with deep regret the
reported death of Bill Jekel. Of that notable firm of
Finch, Bell, Duitsman & Jekel, that leaves only
Roger Duitsman. We will have to close ranks and
console each other. We will, of course, do that,
among other things, at the 50th year reunion.
Volney V. Brown, Jr., Class Reporter
vvbrown@home.com
>

Class of

1952

There should be no dissent from the proposition
that one of the first things we learned after law
school, was the truth of this observation by Justice
William O. Douglas: “The law is not a series of
calculating machines where definitions and
answers come tumbling out when the right levers
are pushed.” (The Dissent, a Safeguard of the
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American Judicature Society 105 [1958]) We
now know that there are no “right” or “wrong”
levers to be pushed in deciding legal issues, or in
persuading a trier of fact to accept our line of
reasoning. Nor can many legal problems be
resolved simply by recalling and mechanically
applying a rule of case or statutory law we learned
in law school, for as no less a genius than Albert
Einstein reminded us “Education is that which
remains when one has forgotten everything he
learned in school.” Over the past 40 years each
of us had to rely upon our “common sense,” and
upon that hard-earned indispensable residue of
our legal education, the ability to reason, to ask
insightful questions and to recognize and draw
meaningful, pertinent distinctions between situations. Based upon the responses that I have
received of the questionnaire requesting information for my reports, the Class of 1952 has kept
that ability residue active and intact, and has used
it wisely and well. Witness these career activities.
Charles G. Bakaly, Jr., married to Patricia for over
48 years, now resides in Pasadena. They have
three sons and two grandchildren. In 1994, after
four years in the Army during the “Korean Conflict,”
and 38 years with O’Melveny & Meyers as a litigator and labor law specialist (five years of which
he was a co-manager of the firm’s New York
office), Chuck retired as a senior partner and
became a neutral certified mediator and ultimately
established his own firm, Bakaly & Davies. Chuck’s
record as a mediator demonstrates that he has
rejected the temptation to be classified as “ R . I . P.”
(Retired in Peace). Instead, he has used his
lengthy major complex litigation experience to
settling disputes by mediation, an attribute which
stood him in a good stead as a successful labor
lawyer. In 1998 he received the Griffin B. Bell
Volunteer Service Award of Dispute Resolution
Services, Inc. John Joseph Hall, a sole practitioner,
is, like many in the Class of 1952, still practicing
law. Soon after graduation he began specializing
in what is referred to as “IP law,” i.e., patent, trademark, copyright and unfair competition law. He is
registered as a patent attorney with the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office in Washington, D.C.
On one occasion John was confronted with an
issue as to the meaning of the term “provide,” in

(

a contract provision dealing with patent royalty
payments. Unaware of the wisdom dispensed by
Einstein, he reached deep into the recesses of his
memory, and upon perusing his Law School class
notes for a lecture in contracts by Professor Wicks,
he found (and successfully used) a statement that
the use of the term “provided” created a condition precedent. John and Madeline, his wife of 25
years (who is a public tours docent at the L.A.
County Museum of Art), have traveled extensively
in France. Not content with his full-time practice of
law John finds time to maintain his mastery of the
piano, concentrating on classical music. John
emphasizes that he is “continuing with both my law
practice and my piano practice and intend to keep
on doing so as long as I can.” Given John’s enthusiasm for both activities, there is little doubt that he
is not going the “R.I.P.” route. Robert Kegel finally
took some time off from the unrelenting “rigors” of
retirement and his extensive “globe trotting” to
provide us with an update on his activities. He
began his practice with classmate Harry L. Root,
he then went solo for two years, became house
counsel for Employers’ Mutual Insurance Co., went
with two large firms, and, at about 17 years out
of school he formed his own firm (as President
and Senior Partner of Kegel & Tobin). Bob retired
partially in 1992 to have more time with his family,
and finally slipped into the greener pastures of full
retirement in 1997. His travels have taken him and
his wife, Millie, through all of Europe, China, most
of the Pacific, and many states. He and Millie have
two sons (Christopher and Craig) and 3 grandchildren (Tabra, 9, and Robert and Cole,
4-and-a-half-year-old twins). Home base for
stocking up on provisions for the next trip is Santa
Ana. Leon Mayer says that he is “99 percent
retired.” He does not, however, enlighten us as to
exactly what it is he does during that 1 percent
of his available time. Leon is now a widower, but he
has four children and is justly proud of their career
choices. His oldest daughter and youngest son are
school teachers; his oldest son is involved in digital
video; and his youngest daughter is in the School
of Music at “CSUN” and is a violinist in American
Youth Symphony. Also helping him to fill the void
created by his retirement and the loss of his wife,
are his duties as Program Chairman of the Kiwanis
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Club of Glendale, service on the Board of
Directors of the Glendale Foundation for the
Retarded, and work with the Glendale Human
Relations Coalitions. David R. Nisall retired about
five years ago, having spent 25 years in private
practice and 19 years as a Superior Court
Commissioner. In response to the request for his
“Office Address,” David responds specifically and
emphatically with “NONE. Thank God!” His son
Mark, who at 45 “finally married” and gave Dave
a daughter-in-law from Beijing, China, is a Judicial
Assistant in the Los Angeles County Superior
Court. To ensure that no one would conclude that
Dave misses having an office to which he can go,
he concludes his report on his activities with this:
“My dear departed father was right! I now relish a
lifetime of preparation to become a bum.” Don
Olson relinquished his duties as City Attorney of
Inglewood and became probably our first and
youngest retiree. That was over 28 years ago. It
must have been a memorable occasion for the
date (September 14, 1972) appears to be firmly
etched in the positive side of his memory ledger.
Don has lived at Balboa Bay Club in Newport
Beach for the last 23 years, which site he views as
having provided him with “a safe environment.”
Retire he did and retired he is, but only from the
practice of law. He spends his productive time
writing articles and books, including his ore recent
ones: “The Councilman” and “Passport to Passion.”
Don lumps all of his other activities in retirement
under this readily understood category: “None
whatever!” Paul Overton, a retired San Diego
Superior Court Judge, reported on his post-law
school career not too long ago, and he brings us
current with the succinct “judicious” statement that
except for the fact he is “a year older than last
year,” there were “No Changes” in his retirement
status. Harry L. Root and his wife Frances have
lived the past 18 years in San Clemente, California,
the last six years in retirement. Their plans for the
future include ensuring that there in one, for they
intend “living a healthy life” in that seaside
community. Except for four years (1954-1958)
when he was a prosecutor in the Los Angeles City
Attorney’s Office, Harry has been in private practice, almost 20 years of which was in San Pedro
and Torrance. He was especially active in
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numerous civic organizations in San Pedro
including service for two years as president of its
Chamber of Commerce, service president of the
Harbor Bar Association, as president of the
Southwest Criminal Courts Bar Association, and
as a chairman and director of San Pedro’s
Fisherman’s Fieta. Harry and Fran recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary, recalling,
among other memorable vacation experiences, the
time in 1953 when they traveled the length of old
Route 66 from Hermosa Beach, California to
Johnstown, Pennsylvania. But, as Harry would put
it now: “Why travel when you can live the beautiful life in San Clemente!” Harking back to my
opening remarks concerning education, and
reflecting over the 48 years our class has practiced law, I am inclined to agree with Thomas H.
Huxley: “Perhaps the most valuable result of all
education is the ability to make yourself do things
you have to do, whether you like it or not.”
Jack T. Swafford, Class Reporter
>

Class of

1955

At a class party held in June of 1955, Henry
Springmeyer announced that the Class of 1955,
while not “brilliant,” was the most congenial law
school class he had dealt with in his years in the
law school. If Henry had been in La Jolla on
November 4, 2000, no doubt he would have
acknowledged that his 1955 observation was still
accurate. The 1955 Class members met at their
45th Reunion at the La Jolla Country Club in La
Jolla, California. David Thompson (Senior Judge,
Ninth Federal Circuit) and Ted Todd (Retired
Justice of the California Court of Appeals) were
the two instigators of this event. Notwithstanding
their judicial reputations, it was an outstanding
affair. Dave Thompson acted as the Master of
Ceremonies and among other things introduced
Ted and Paula Todd who sang a duet from the
movie “Gigi,” “I Remember It Well.” Paula has an
outstanding voice and Ted was advised not to give
up his day job. The Law School was represented
by Associate Dean Tom Tomlinson and Reunion
Coordinator Keven Jones. Dean Tomlinson has
authored a number of articles concerning the
history of the Law School. His comments in
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welcoming the group, included a reference to the
fact that among the alumni of the Law School we
have a Heisman Trophy winner (Terry Baker,
1968) and an Olympic gold medalist (Lillian
Copeland, 1931). Keven Jones provided invaluable services in coordinating the event and was
the “glue” that held it together. Class members
were presented with fountain pens and calendars,
with the Class of 1955 embossed in cardinal and
gold. In addition, all in attendance were given
wooden nickels for future usage. Jack Goertzen
(Retired Justice, California Court of Appeals)
entertained the group with 19 stolen jokes.
Members of the Class present were called upon to
give the group the benefit of some of their memorable experiences in law school. The statute has
not yet run on several of the events referred to and
decency requires that we do not mention others.
Elwood P. Dowd III, an outstanding member of the
class of 1955, was present in La Jolla, the
Saturday afternoon before the dinner dance
started. He and his wife, Jean (“Ms. France 1999”)
were about to receive the award as the class
members who came the greatest distance to
attend the event. However, at the last minute
Elwood had a call from the Secretary of State,
Madeleine Albright, who needed to meet with him
immediately for consultation on some banking
issues which have arisen between the United
States and France. Elwood, of course, no longer
practices law, as such, but is the Managing
Director and General Counsel of the French
National Bank of Harvey located in Le Rabit,
France. We are all sorry that Elwood and his beautiful young wife (age 19, who is No. 9) could not
attend the event. Before he left however Elwood
indicated that he would be happy to sponsor the
50th Class Reunion at his chateau in Cannes,
France. He generously has agreed to make available his private jet to transport class member to
and from that event. All in all it was a very
successful event.
J. Robert Flandrick, Class Reporter
>

Class of

1958

Jim Baggaley checks in from Pacific Palisades to
report on his recent trip to Maui for a second

Class of 1956 45-Year Reunion
Saturday, April 21, 2001
Call Reunion Coordinator Keven Jones at
(213) 740-6143 for details

honeymoon. His new pacemaker held up well as
he visited Lindberg’s grave high above the Pacific.
Although retired from his P.I. practice, he now is
studying real estate law and plans to specialize
in that field. His efforts on behalf of the National
Law Party did not succeed but did pick up a few
votes in the Florida recount. He also reports that
fellow classmate Don Rosenstock was on vacation in Tahiti, and reported sighting Conny Oyler at
the swearing-in ceremony for the new D.A. Bob
Campbell says he is now fully retired from law
practice but seems to be fully occupied as a
soccer dad for his teenage son. Just watch out for
those other irate parents, Bob. Gene De Freitas
is now a proud great-grandpa. He splits his time
between his two homes; one on the coast of
Massachusetts and the other in Boca Raton. It’s
a tough life for a retiree. Bob Garcin tried to retire
but changed his mind when his company transferred his practice to Carlsbad, California. Seems
that life in “paradise” is a perpetual vacation and
permits him time to travel for a planned trip to
Egypt and Israel. Hope things are calmer when
you go, Bob. Mort Gerson reports a new granddaughter. He retired three years ago when he
found that the law practice interfered with his play
time. He says that two years ago he climbed to a
spot near Mt. Everest at over 18,000 feet and last
year he climbed 19,300 feet up Mt. Kilimanjaro.
(Please be advised by your reporter that Mort’s
response to my letter was not under oath.) Milt
Hadley hasn’t strayed far from his roots in West
Covina, where he still is active in local civic affairs
and his beloved South Hills Golf Course, which he
visits three to four times a week. Since his retirement from the law nearly a decade ago, he has
traveled extensively in Europe and the Far East.
How he has time for all that travel with 200 days a
year at the Club is something of a mystery. He
even hunts and fishes with one of three sons.
Barrie Karen states that he now is “completely,
delightfully retired — though I go into my son’s
office (in Oxnard) once a week to meddle.” By the
time you read this, Barrie will have gone to
Scotland with his progeny to golf at St. Andrews.
Maybe he and Milt should get together. Bill
McGinn is semi-retired but with a new stepfamily.
One wonders how he has time to visit nearly 100
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countries, play in an orchestra and be active in
numerous organizations. He’s another avid golfer,
as well. Doesn’t anybody go bowling anymore?
Bob Schaffer reports a very active life now that
both he and his wife Doris “finally and fully” retired
from the practice of law last November. He says
his new grandson is already studying to be a future
USC quarterback. They stay active in supporting
the local Amnesty International chapter and
Canine Companions for Independence and other
local organizations such as Pfleger Institute for
Environmental Research in Oceanside. Bob has
been on the Oceanside Planning Commission for
over six years. They live between Oceanside and
Fallbrook in a rural area growing protea flowers
and raising more fruit than they can eat, but not
enough to sell (but having fun). Bob and Doris
continue their passion for scuba diving and fondness for the water and South Pacific. In 2000 they
returned to dive the Solomon Islands, Palau and
Fiji and in September, 2000 they dove with the
humpback whales during their migration and
breeding season in Tonga. Bob continues his
interest in underwater photography and has developed an interest in underwater videography. There
is life after the practice of law! Howard Thaler is
totally un-retired. He wants to go out with his boots
on “or until the appearance of the grim reaper.” It is
good to see that he’s still totally unreconstructed.
He has an active family law practice, pro tem work
and a trip to Switzerland to visit family. What, no
golf? Maybe two new grandchildren will mellow
him out, but it’s doubtful. Ron Ross, your reporter,
wishes to state that he is not now, nor has he ever
been, an avid or any other kind of golfer. Grace and
I still enjoy travel and have now made it to every
continent, except Antarctica, and all fifty of these
United States. Between times, we enjoy family and
friends and life on the “beautiful Palos Verdes
Peninsula.” We will have finished our South
American adventure early in 2001 and visited
nearly all of the countries in the continent. This will
probably be my final issue of Class Reporter for
our class of 1958. I have enjoyed my stint, but it
is time to pass the baton. Any volunteers?
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Dorothy W. Nelson ’56 Honored for Career of Extraordinary Service
Judge Dorothy Wright Nelson ’56 received the Bernard E. Witkin Medal from the California State
Bar Association in recognition of her lifelong service to the community and her profession.
Judge Nelson was praised for a career that has “greatly influenced the science of jurisprudence
and the quality of justice in the legal profession.” Dean of the USC
Law School from 1969 to 1980, Judge Nelson left the school to accept
an appointment from President Jimmy Carter to the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals. She has served on a number of federal boards and
panels, including the President’s Commission on Pension Policy, the
Board of Visitors of the U.S. Air Force Academy and the James Madison
Memorial Fellowship Foundation’s board of trustees. She co-chaired the
White House Conference on Children in 1970.
Judge Nelson is a graduate of UCLA and its law school. She
completed
an LL.M. at USC in 1956 and joined the Law School’s faculty
Dorothy Wright Nelson
a year later. In 1968, she became the first woman dean of the Law School
and the first woman to head a leading American law school.
The Witkin award was established in 1993 to honor Professor Witkin. It has since been awarded
to other attorneys, judges and academics who have served the law with particular distinction.

William Matthew Byrne, Jr. ’56 Honored for Dedication to Bench
Friends, colleagues, former classmates and law clerks gathered in November to commemorate Judge
William Matthew Byrne, Jr.’s 30 years as a judge in the U.S. District Court, including service as
chief judge of the Central District of California.
At a banquet sponsored by the Los Angeles County Bar Association,
the Federal Bar Association and the Association of Business Trial
Lawyers, Judge Byrne was praised for his distinguished career and his
unfailing dedication to the court and the community.
Judge Byrne holds a bachelor’s degree in business and an LL.B. from
USC. After serving two years with the U.S. Air Force, he served as an
assistant U.S. attorney in the Southern District of California for two
years. In 1967, after seven years in private practice, he returned to
government work as a U.S. attorney for the Central District of
California. He was appointed to the U.S. District Court in 1971 by
William Matthew Byrne, Jr.
President Richard Nixon.
In addition to a stellar career of service, Judge Byrne seems to have the law in his blood. Several
of his relatives have had careers as lawyers and judges, including his father, William Matthew Byrne,
Sr., who was also a federal judge. The crowded banquet honoring Judge Byrne’s career was further
evidence of his far-reaching ties to the legal community in California. Among the more than 900
people who attended the dinner were 58 of the judge’s former law clerks and a table of former
USC classmates.

Ron Ross, Class Reporter
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Class of

1959

Here is the latest news from the Class of ‘59. Bob
Gordon is still serving as General Counsel for his
son’s fitness centers “Bodies In Motion.” He writes
that he is now a proud grandfather of his first
grandson, Maxwell James Gordon. Sid Jones is
traveling around Cape Horn during the last two
weeks of January of 2001 and stopping in
Buenos Aires and other South American cities.
Mitch Egers remains in the practice of law as a
criminal defense attorney in Los Angeles. Sadly he
recently lost his long time partner Earl Hanson
(USC Law School Class of ‘60) who passed away
last year. Mitch writes that he has “no immediate
plan to retire.” However, he and his wife of 42
years, Lenore, are finding time for traveling with
their latest trip to Thailand and Vietnam. Bob
Takasugi continues to serve as a United States
District Judge in the Central District. He’s continuing to teach a pro bono bar review course.
Gordon Hunt is actively engaged in the practice of
law with his own firm in Pasadena. He has recently
been hired as a consultant to the Law Review
Commission to review and make recommendations concerning a rewrite of the California
Mechanic’s Lien Law. Although Gordon doesn’t
use the “R” word, he does say that he is “starting
to play more golf.” Jack Quinn remains with Arnold
& Porter, serving as managing partner of its Los
Angeles office. Jack writes that the Quinn twins,
Jennifer and Amanda, are 33 and “unmarried!”
Jack and Joan have traveled extensively
throughout the Middle East as part of his activities
on behalf of the Institute for the Study and
Development of Legal Systems which is sponsored and underwritten by the State Department.
Stan Jacobs is as busy as ever winning multimillion dollar plaintiffs’ verdicts in a variety of cases
including wrongful death actions and bad faith
insurance claims. In one of the former he won a $5
million verdict and in the latter he won a $17
million verdict. In addition, Stan is blessed with
eight children ages 5 through 38 and four grandchildren. Tom Zide is still active in the practice of
law and is serving his second year as President
of the Trojan Club of San Fernando Valley. Tom and
his longtime wife, Carole, ran the winter meeting
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of the Commercial Law League of America in
March of last year in Scottsdale, Arizona. Arn
Youngman, who left the practice of law in 1964,
has had a successful career in real estate development and sales. His present business, Pacific
Development Group, primarily is involved in developing and owning neighborhood shopping centers
throughout California. Arn describes himself as
semi-retired, and spending a lot of time at his
home in the desert, traveling and playing “a lot of
golf.” John Martin, who lives in Coloma, California
where gold was first discovered at Sutters Mill in
1848, remains with the El Dorado County
Counsel’s Office in Placerville, California. He
generously writes, “Everyone is welcome when
visiting Tahoe or exploring the gold country.” Carlos
Velarde retired in December of last year after 11
years as a Judge with the State Bar Court. He’s
planning to sit by assignment with the Los
Angeles Superior Court starting the first of this
year. He was fortunate to attend the Olympic
Games in Sydney, Australia. Lloyd Hamilton, who
is a Placerville neighbor of John Martin, retired
several years ago as an El Dorado County
Superior Court Judge, but is still working part time.
He writes that he has nothing new to report, “same
wife 45 years, same children and four grandchildren.” Bob Gerst has retired from private practice
and is presently involved in providing pro bono
legal services to the Jewish Home for Aged in Los
Angeles as well as serving on other charitable and
philanthropic committees. He is also on the board
of the Brentwood Country Club. Bob has three
sons, two of whom are lawyers. Dave is General
Counsel to a public company in Houston and Dan
is a lawyer and partner in a film production and
distribution company in Santa Monica. His
youngest son, Michael, is a senior at HarvardWestlake School. Bob and his wife, Judith, a Los
Angeles Superior Court Judge who will complete
20 years on the bench this year, enjoy both skiing
and playing golf at their condo in Mammoth. Leroy
“Skip” Taft is still practicing law although he claims
to be engaged in a “down-sizing” mode after 40
years of “accumulation.” He reluctantly admits to
doing a “lot of pro bono work” for indigent clients
which he factitiously refers to as “every sole practitioner’s dream.” Skip has six grandchildren

ranging from 1-and-a-half to 17 years in age. His
travel schedule for last year included the Kapalua
Ritz Carlton in May, the Mauna Kea on the Big
Island of Hawaii in November, and Sun Valley for
Christmas 2000 to visit his son and three grandchildren. Jack Cherry is still actively practicing law
with his firm in Las Vegas. His recent cases of
interest involve defending his longtime client
Bridgestone-Firestone in Nevada in the tire recall
cases. Last year Jack and his wife traveled in
Germany and Holland and this July are planning
an ambitious trip to Barcelona with cruise ship
destinations in Monte Carlo, Rome, Naples, Malta,
the Greek Isles, Venice and on to Florence by train.
Don Clark continues as Senior Partner of Clark
& Trevithick in Los Angeles. With 21 lawyers the
firm is nearing its 24th anniversary. Don writes that
he just completed chairing a $60 million capital
campaign for Hillsides in Pasadena, is serving on
the Executive Committee of the Performing
Arts/Music Center and is President Elect of the
Valley Hunt Club. We will look for him riding the
Valley Hunt Club Rose Parade float as President
of the Club. Although Don fails to mention the “R”
word, he does admit to “playing more golf, bridge,
bird shooting, fly fishing and wine tasting.” Richard
McClain lives in Lincoln, Nebraska and is still
married to his wife of over 50 years, Donna.
Richard moved to Lincoln, Nebraska in 1970, and
served as a Deputy County attorney until 1974
when he opened his own office engaging in the
solo practice of law which he is still doing. He has
had a long and interesting career in Nebraska. He
describes himself as a “staunch Republican.”
David A. Maddux, Class Reporter
dmaddux@smrh.com
>

Class of

1960

The class of ’60 had its 40th year Class Reunion
in October at the California Club in Los Angeles,
arranged by Sally & Ed Green. The prize for
longest distance traveled went to Herb Silver and
wife Temma who came from their home in South
Carolina for the event. Herb confessed, however,
visits to their children who live in the area may have
been an additional reason for the visit. We were all
saddened by the news of the recent death of
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Professor Hal Horowitz, who was remembered
fondly by all as an outstanding teacher and
genuinely decent human being. News from the
classmates shows some diehards are “still at it”
while a great number have adopted a life of leisure.
Jerry Glaser reports he’s out of the law biz altogether and operates a travel-oriented company
that conducts tours in Europe, mainly, to attend
operas and concerts. He reports he’s “single
again” as well. Ed Nance and wife Betty report
having taken a nice tour of London and Portugal
with a week’s cruise around the Bay of Biscayne
putting in at Bilboa along the way. Bev (Gore)
Schneider reports from home in Bratenahl, Ohio,
that she and her husband retired 1/1/1998 and
since have enjoyed travel in Europe and the
American northwest. Ed Sokolski, on the other
hand, still practices Intellectual Property law from
his offices in Torrance and tells us that he and wife
Renee have weathered 51 years of marriage. They
are both into “tennis & trips” however. Bob
Robbins retired July 15th, 2000, after practicing
40 years in the Fresno area. He and his wife have
moved to a seniors community near Sacramento.
Fritz Howser is retired and hunts and fishes to fill
his time. He claims his interests in life are his black
Labrador retriever and five grandkids (in that
order). He also ratted out Russ Behrens whom he
says is still overworking himself. Bert Massing just
celebrated 40 years with Ervin, Cohn & Jessup,
and as a special tribute, he was given a key to the
partners’ lavatory. He reports he plans a family trip
to Eastern Europe, Israel and Petra, Jordan the
early part of next year (assuming it quiets down
in that area of the world) and that he has ski trips
to Aspen & Taos on tap for later in the new year.
The L.A. County Bar recently honored Bert with its
“2000 Marvin Greene Award” (from the business
and corporations section) for long and devoted
service to the legal community. Lloyd Ownbey and
wife Jean report they have been married 38 years
and their two children are well and thriving. Lloyd
still practices labor law for labor and management,
but he hastens to add, “seldom in the same case.”
He remains active in the San Marino Rotary (a past
president) and in the South Pasadena/San Marino
YMCA. Allen Cleveland reports from Houston,
where he has resided for many years, that he is

(

working full time for a Houston Telecom Software
company and that he and Shirley have closed in on
77 countries in their quest to visit 100 separate
countries, and that they have been at sea over 100
days on various cruises. Dick Clements has moved
his office from Signal Hill to 1154 East Wardlow,
Long Beach. Dick’s recovering from a hip replacement operation and served several years as class
reporter. Tom Rubbert proudly announces he now
qualifies for social security and medicare and has
his “golden oldie” National Parks old coot’s pass.
However, he still persists in litigating construction
cases in Germany where he maintains an office
with partners in that country. John Witt ruefully
reports his wife would not let him hang around the
house after he retired as former city attorney of
San Diego — a tenure that commenced shortly
after the last ice age and the expiration of the
wooly Mammoth. He stays busy as special counsel
to a San Diego firm and also as a board member
for the Boys and Girls Clubs of San Diego, Armed
Services YMCA, Balboa Park’s Museum of Man,
the local episcopacy diocese, and St. Paul’s
Seniors Home. John says he ran into Ben
McKesson last October and learned Ben has
remarried, moved to Solano Beach, and has
completely retired. As for myself, I am still plugging
along doing civil trials in the Southeast District,
Norwalk, where I have been assigned the past 6
years. I have no immediate plans to retire, but I
am eligible — and, that’s a comfort, scant as it may
seem.
Jim Sutton, Class Reporter
jmsuttonjr@aol.com
>

Class of

1961

The year 2000 was a very good year for our fellow
1961 classmates. Everyone seems to be looking
forward to our 40th year Class Reunion, plans for
which are underway at the Law School. You will be
receiving further information in the near future.
Tom Vicelja retired in 1995 and moved to Maui
a few years later. When not playing tennis, golfing
and swimming he volunteers his time as a tutor for
the Hawaii public schools and recently took a
Panama Canal Cruise. Speaking of golfing I played
with Hodge Dolle in November in Cabo San
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Lucas. Neither of us are very good. Ed Rote
reports that nothing has changed in his life from
our last report. Harvey Gerber retired to Rancho
Mirage and was recently elected to its City
Council. Robert O’Brien (the Honorable, that is)
retired from the Superior Court and now sits on
assignment. Currently his is in the Glendale
Courthouse one block from my offices. He served
as a Superior Court Judge with distinction for 18
years after spending 20 years in the office of the
California Attorney General. He served as a
member of the L.A. Unified School District
Independent Belmont Commission in 1999 to
study environmental issues concerning the school
complex. Phil Nicholson hopes to go to a four-day
work week this year and to take a series of motorcycle trips across the country and Canada. He and
his wife, Joan who we all knew in law school as
“Bee,” were certainly having a good time along with
Dick Norman, his wife Jean, Hodge and wife
Judith at a party last December celebrating 40
years of marriage I have had with my wife Ginger.
Jarrett Anderson and his wife Marge recently went
to Italy with the USC Alumni Association. Jarrett is
Board Chair of Catholic Healthcare West of
Southern California with 11 hospitals in Los
Angeles and San Bernardino Counties. Jerome
Wagner is still working hard at his successful practice in the fields of Personal Injury, Medical
Malpractice and Workers’ Comp. He looks forward
to slowing down some day. Susan England (nee
Schreiner) reports 1 marriage, 1 divorce and 2
children and no grandchildren “thankfully, since
neither child is married.” She has offices in San
Diego and Santa Ana specializing in Workers’
Comp. Defense and ancillary employment issues.
She loves to travel and her most recent trips have
been to Hawaii, Hilton Head, S. C. and Washington,
D.C. Alaska is her next destination. Ronald Golan
lives and practices law in Palm Desert and is a
Commissioner of the Palm Springs International
Airport. Practicing in Santa Barbara area, Malcolm
Levinthal reports that he rarely sees any of our
classmates but looks forward to renewing his
friendship at the 40th-year reunion. A milestone
has been met. Paul Fegen has the same girlfriend
that he had this time last year! He is still in the
business of practicing law but equally important to

Class of 1961 40-Year Reunion
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him is his performing magic pro bono for charity
events and is for hire at reasonable prices for
parties. Bob Cleaves is the founder and President
of the Wilderness Conservancy, an IRS 501(c)(3)
devoted to conservation and humanitarian
purposes including environmental issues in Africa
and Mexico. His organization has funded aircraft
for anti-poaching operations in Africa where it has
been extremely successful. Currently, he has
provided aircraft for transportation of Baja
California residents who are in need of critical
medical care and to grant the wishes of the terminally ill. Stanley Epstein, who remains computer
illiterate, recently underwent coronary bypass
surgery and has fully recovered. He and his wife,
Reuatz spent the summer and fall in Europe, and
he describes himself as “semi-retired.” Your everhumble reporter continues to fish the waters off of
Cabo San Lucas, where we live part-time, as well
as a trip or two each year to Alaska for King
Salmon. Our youngest son recently married in
Mexico. Randy Siple is retired but spends all of his
spare time leading his Dixie jazz band and playing
at various venues on the West coast. His wife,
Susan, still practices law in Ventura. Hope to see
all of you at our Reunion this year. Remember to
respond to my next letter so you can be included
in the report.
Charles Whitesell, Class Reporter
cwhitesell@earthlink.net
>

Class of

1962

The tenth edition of “Class Notes ’62” finds our
classmates settling into the role of grandparents,
participating in the accomplishments of their children, traveling, toiling and appreciating the
accomplishments of friends and relatives.
Granddaughters are on Mike Donohew’s mind. He
retired last year and is spending more time with his
son in Connecticut (an investment banker in New
York City). Mike has an Internet business selling
sport, movie and similar collectibles. He can be
reached at donohewm@aol.com. Vince Fish
(pesecone@aol.com) is devoting more time to
sailing and complains working is starting to interfere with his sailing. Kent Froehlich is back from
vacationing in Mexico in time to leave for eight
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On the Honor Roll
Joseph E. Nida ’65 was named one of the most
important “players” in Santa Barbara by Pacific
Coast Business Times. Mr. Nida is founder of
Nida & Maloney LLP, where he is a partner
specializing in corporate law, business and securities and mergers and acquisitions.
weeks in Scotland, Ireland and England. He
continues to expand his interest in glass art and
sculpture. Still working 70 hours a week, James
Gilmartin has plans to vacation in Ireland in
October. Harry Hathaway is excited about granddaughter “Catherine Brianne” (3-31-00) and has
cut back his skiing to spend time with the new
arrival. His energies are spent as chair of the U.C.
Berkeley Foundation Board of Trustees, chair of
the ABA Senior Lawyers Division and as
managing partner of Fullbright’s L.A. office. Active
skier, backpacker and bird tracker Norman
Marshall completed 37 years with the Tournament
of Roses. A true community volunteer (13 years on
the Executive Committee of the L.A. Bar
Association; 18 years with the Heart Association),
he is looking forward to the day when he will be
called “Gran-pa.” Between vacationing at his
Princeville, Kauai, condo and skiing in Aspen,
Colorado, where he is a tax lawyer, Gene Reardon
and spouse Diana are enjoying the family life. Bob
Welbourn checked in to report he is still toiling in
the legal vineyard. His sons Ed (Deputy DA in
Orange County), Rob (securities broker) and John
(starting left guard for the Philadelphia “Eagles”)
are settling into their careers. Bob and Doris have
plans to go to Rome with the “Trojan Travelers” in
January. The editor had the thrill of seeing his
sister-in-law, Susan Davis (San Diego), sworn in as
a member of the 107th Congress. It is good to
be married to a smart energetic woman who
comes from a family of smart energetic people.
Washington, D.C., was cold (mid-20s) and snowy
and most enjoyable in January. Ta-ta for now, my
dear friends — remember to stop and smell the
roses.
Judge John C. Woolley, Class Reporter
jwoolley@superior.co.orange.ca.us

Class of 1966 35-Year Reunion
Saturday, June 2, 2001
Call Reunion Coordinator Keven Jones at
(213) 740-6143 for details

>

Class of

1964

Well the election has been finally decided and the
holidays are over so let’s see what’s going on with
our classmates. Dick Bernacchi has been named
as one of the top three attorneys in the world in
the area of Information Technology by Euromoney
Legal Media Group in its “The Best of the Best
2000” expert guide. Tom Freiberg continues to
practice primarily in the area of eminent domain
but is increasing his pro bono work with the Inner
City Law Center in Los Angeles. Jerry Garrett
writes from New Zealand and I quote: “I have won
the trophy for most points in the Russell Garden
Club flower show for the third year in a row.” To
block Jerry from his fourth trophy, he has been
appointed as a judge in next year’s show. O.K.
Jerry, I printed it! Ron Goodgame is about to hibernate in New Hampshire. Ron’s son recently
married and is living in the San Diego area so we
may be seeing more of Ron in the future, especially if grandchildren are in the future. Ron
reminded me that with the help of Dean Nelson
and John Cheroske, some of our classmates
served with the Hermosa Beach Police
Department one summer so many years ago.
Lastly, Ron met all of the candidates in the past
election when they were campaigning in New
Hampshire. Marshall Grossman has been chosen
on of the 100 Most Influential Lawyers in the State
of California for the second year by the Los
Angeles Daily Journal. Dennis Harwood is still
practicing in Orange County but takes some time
off to enjoy his 5 grandchildren. That is when the
weather doesn’t allow him to play golf. Dennis has
been elected to the Board of Directors of the
Southern California Golf Association and is recognized by some (although he doesn’t say whom) as
“one of the foremost experts on the rules of golf.”
2001 will see Bob Porter celebrate his golden
wedding anniversary. Bob is semi-retired, practicing only 3 days a week when he’s not in trial.
Mickey Shapiro resigned as CEO of Spotlight
Health, a celebrity-feature health care site on the
internet which Mickey co-founded. Mickey
resigned so he could produce a major motion
picture based upon the novel “The Promise of
God.” He is also producing an original TV series
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featuring Carnie Wilson. Congratulations to Ken
Unmacht who has received a Doctorate in
Psychoanalysis from the Los Angeles Institute and
Society and has been granted full membership
as a Certified Psychoanalyst. Keep the cards and
letters coming!
Gary Zimmerman, Class Reporter
glz@beverlyhillslaw.com
>

Class of

1966

The majority of the surviving members of the Class
of 1966 have apparently gone into hiding. I
received a grand total of six responses to my last
plea for information — two of which consisted of
sending me their business cards — at least I now
know where they are. As for the others, Bob
Copeland is still practicing law in San Diego and
writes that his daughter, Katie, was married in
February, 2000. Bob is happy she and her new
husband live in the San Diego area. Bob’s older
son, Matt, is an English professor at Cal State
University, San Diego. Paul Crum has “retired”
from the legal practice in the sense that he is no
longer representing clients; he is now a Justice
of Peace Pro Tem in Arizona. When Paul is not on
the bench, he and his wife spend their time buying
and selling antiques through a local antique mall,
and on the internet. He is looking for an interesting
web site name if anyone has any suggestions. Don
Rothman is now also retired, learning to play golf
and teaching. Don teaches reading three days a
week to 5th-graders in the Watts area of Los
Angeles and says it is the best thing to happen
to him in a long time. Don and Ed Rasch recently
attended Mitch Lathrop’s wedding in San Diego.
George Vandeman joined the ranks of the retired
in July, 2000, when he stepped aside as Senior
Vice President, Corporate Development and
General Counsel of Amgen. George does keep
busy acting as a special adviser to the president of
Amgen and managing his own private investment
firm. Hope to hear from some more of you next
time.
Judge Chris R. Conway, Class Reporter

>
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1968

As we all enter our fourth decade since completion of our law school education, it is interesting to
see how our class members are handling the next
transitional phase in our lives. Many of us have
married children, grandchildren, and are in the
process of or actually entering into retirement.
Jonathan Lappen, who has a 3-year-old granddaughter Charlotte and a new grandson Matthew,
is retired from the practice of law and now operates Baron’s Exotic Automobile Rentals, which can
be found at baronexotic.com. Scott Bice and his
wonderful wife Barbara are not retired but are
certainly enjoying their one-year sabbatical. They
have boated from Alaska to Mexico and the boat
is in Puerto Vallarta for the winter. They are
commuting between there and Pasadena until
May. They have also traveled to the Virgin Islands
and a trip to Switzerland and Italy. Never a sit-still
kind of guy, Scott is acting as a consultant and the
chair of a “Blue Ribbon” Advisory Committee to
advise UC Riverside on the establishment of a
new law school. Stephen Shore has been married
for twenty-five years to his wife Trudy and has a
son Daniel. He has been working in Lake
Arrowhead for over twenty years doing primarily
real estate law, but reports that his most interesting client is the Arrowhead Lake Association,
the owner of Lake Arrowhead. He is however on a
plan of a five-year phase out with his partner and
will take a one month Italian holiday this year in
September and October. He plans to play a lot of
golf while he can still swing and count. His pro
bono efforts include a hospital foundation and
Rotary, and he has been the Chamber of
Commerce Director for eighteen years. He reports
that life has been fantastic in Lake Arrowhead and
also Palm Desert where he shares time. My old
partner Tom Fehn checks in to report that he is still
working on his second marriage and that he has
two kids in college. As for work, he states that he
is “continuing to ease the plight of aggrieved
investors anywhere.” He is building a mountain
retreat in Walker Basin California and spends time
writing and speaking about investor protection and
securities arbitration. On other information, he
reports: present partners one, former partners six,

A New Inn: Judge John C. Woolley ’62, Donald Kennedy
’48 and Judge Warren J. Ferguson ’49 helped establish
the Warren J. Ferguson Inn of Court last fall in partnership
with Chapman University’s law school. It is the second
Orange County Inn of Court with USC ties: The William P.
Gray Legion Lex Inn of Court was established several
years ago by Judge James P. Gray ’71 in partnership with
the USC Law School and in memory of Judge Gray’s
father.

and former partners still on speaking terms five.
Another classmate in the vacation home building
business is Roger B. Baymiller who is building an
ultimate retirement residence in Summerlin,
Nevada. He has been married to his wife Kaye
for thirty-six years, has five children and seven
grandchildren. He is a partner with Carlsmith Ball
LLP and practices in the areas of real estate
development and financing. Perhaps that gave him
an edge on developing the vacation home.
Another home builder is Barry Kohn, who with his
domestic partner, William Harrison with whom he
is officially registered with the Secretary of State,
resides in Laguna Beach in a home that they have
made weather sturdy. Barry continues, for now,
to be a Commissioner of the Superior Court. Barry
and Will are worn out from the following traveling:
France, Minnesota, Acapulco, Key West, Chicago,
South Lake Tahoe and a meeting of the
International Association of Lesbian and Gay
Judges in Washington, D.C. Also heard from
Judge Bernie Kamins who has been assigned to
the new airport courthouse criminal calendar and
he will be taking on the assignment of “drug court.”
Bernie reports that his wife Susan and two daughters Marni and Piper are doing fine. After sitting
in one place all day, Bernie enjoys exercise at the
Westside YMCA. He also is teaching Trial
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Advocacy and a Judicial Seminar at Pepperdine
University School of Law. Bernie finds it hard to
believe that he is coming to the close of his
second career, seventeen years as a Deputy
Public Defender and 16 years on the bench, only
four to go. It has given him the opportunity to help
people in the community, which he enjoys. Notes
from Keith Martin: married to Gloria, two kids
Rebecca and Kristie, he is still at Rogers &
Sheffield LLP in San Bernardino. He is going
skiing next month and going to Alaska again next
summer. He works on the San Bernardino
Symphony Orchestra, and does pro bono work as
general counsel, secretary and chairman of the
Artistic Advisory Committee. Keith is a party animal
and wants to know when is the next party. John
A. Stillman checks in from Newport Beach to state
that he has been married for thirty-six years to
Myra, he has a daughter Jamie in the Ph.D.
program at UCLA (how did he ever raise a Bruin?),
and his son Michael works for Walt Disney Internet
Group. Nobody is married yet. He recently
returned from Eastern Europe and tells us all that
if you have a chance to get to Prague, don’t pass
up the opportunity. Allan Weiss checks in and
briefly reports that his spouse is Karen and he is
still practicing law. Ada Gardiner is married to
Patrick who retired from the practice of law in April
2000 and raises Angus cattle under the name of
Gardiner Prime Angus. Her son Adam and her
daughter Robin are married, and Adam is a partner
at Stowall, Zeilinga & Ruth, LLP and Robin and her
husband David reside in Chicago where David is a
student in finance at the University of Chicago
Graduate School of Business. Ada is still employed
as an attorney in the L.A. County Counsel’s office
and in August of last year she was appointed as
the Division Chief, Children’s Services Litigation
and Training Division. The 47 attorneys in the
Division represent the County Department of
Children and Family Services. She served on the
Board of Directors for Legion Lex for three years
between 1993 and 1996 and we want her back
now. James H. Fleming reports that everything is
fine with his wife Jessica and his children Scott
Fleming, Heather Fleming, and Melanie Reed are
all adults. He has grandchildren: Maxwell Fleming
and Jackson Reed. He is a managing partner at
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Fleming & Phillips, which was formed July 1, 1995
when he quit his previous firm, which is the second
best move he ever made. The first best of course
being marrying Jessica. In the fall he traveled to
Tahiti, in the spring to Kauai and in the summer
Colonial Williamsburg in Virginia. His hobbies
include hiking, skiing, golf and woodworking.
Another report from Newport Beach from Larry
Fisher, who indicates that his family is the same as
the last time he reported. He is general counsel for
Fluor and worked on the Massey spin-off and a
project in Australia (I can’t read his handwriting).
He recently drove up to Mendocino, Carmel, and
San Francisco for a week. That is all for now, look
forward to more reports in the near future.
N. Mitchell Feinstein, Class Reporter
>

Class of

1969

I received a nice e-mail from Charlie Berwanger,
and I have plenty of space to tell you about it since
so few other classmates responded to my
entreaties. Charlie continues to practice real estate
and commercial law in San Diego, but reports that
his law practice is dwarfed by his pro bono activities. Those activities include representation of the
Mt. Soledad Memorial Association in connection
with the 53-foot cross on top of Mt. Soledad in
La Jolla, serving on the Executive Committee of
the Litigation Section of the State Bar, serving on
the Board of Directors of the San Diego Chapter
of the Association of Business Trial Lawyers, and
serving on the Board of Hostelling InternationalAmerican Youth Hostels. My hero, Don Davis,
continues to practice securities law on his 60-foot
Hatteras in Marina Del Rey. He is also the proud
father (!) of a new daughter born last May. This
makes a total of 7, and the last 3 have dual
US/UK passports. Don is anticipating retiring in
Europe and “living off the land and the kids.” Mike
Flanagan continues to practice criminal law and
occasionally personal injury law in Glendale. The
epitome of a Trojan family, Mike’s daughter, Ashley,
graduated from USC in 1999, and his son, Ryan,
is now a freshman at USC. Mike has tried in
excess of 450 jury trials (about 16-17 per year)
and has for 18 years taught a criminal law seminar
at the U.S.C. Continuing Education Program. He

Moving? Keep us up to date by
filling out an address change form at
[ www.usc.edu/dept/law/alumni ]
or by calling (213) 740-6143

still has time to keep up his golf game (a 1 handicap) and this year played in the California State
Amateur Championship. He says there is nothing
real exciting in his life except not guilty verdicts
and an occasional hole-in-one (he has 4 so far).
Mark Frazin retired last year as a Deputy Public
Defender of Los Angeles County after 29 years of
service. He is currently working in private practice and occasionally works as a consultant at the
Public Defender’s Office (mostly in juvenile law).
He is also an Adjunct Professor at the University
of West Los Angeles, teaching in the paralegal
school. He spends a good deal of time in
Mammoth skiing, hiking and fishing. Roger Mertz
reports from San Francisco that after 30 years at
Severson & Werson, he left to become a partner at
Allen, Matkins, Leck, Gamble & Mallory. It must
have been one of those offers you can’t refuse. I’m
still waiting for one. Nathan LaMoure is still practicing general business, civil litigation and appeals
work in Santa Ana. Aside from surfing in Orange
County, he is spending a lot of time in Lake
Arrowhead playing golf and tennis, hiking, biking
and skiing. He is active in the American Inns of
Court. Ben (“Bunky”) Schuck is still practicing
estate planning, trust administration, business and
real estate law in Santa Paula. Bunky is planning
to get married next June, and next summer is
taking all of his children, their spouses and his
grandchildren to Cabo. While the rest of us are out
playing golf, Bunky will also be on the annual
Harley Davidson ride in South Dakota. He
continues to be involved with the Board of
Governors of the Ventura County Bar Association,
and the Ventura Estate Planning Council. He
reports that he is “happy, healthy and very active.”
After many years in Santa Monica, Stanton
(“Larry”) Stein reports in from Century City where
he moved after the merger of his old firm to form
Alschuler, Grossman, Stein & Kahan. Larry reports
that he goes long board surfing in Hawaii twice
a year, and plays beach volleyball 2-3 times a
week. His son, Damon, is obtaining a J.D.-M.B.A.
and his daughter, Danielle, is an executive vice
president at a studio. Pete Williams reports in from
Long Beach that he, Trav Wood, Tom Walley and
Joe Jaconi have played home matches at each of
their golf clubs since our last reunion. So far,
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Jaconi and Williams have the edge (otherwise
Pete wouldn’t be reporting this), but a new round
starts soon. He said they were going to invite me,
but the rules are that you have to be at least 6 feet
tall. Okay, Pete. I will cede my rights to “Tiger”
Flanagan, but don’t try to get into the under 6-feet
surfing competitions with me, Bunky and Larry. As
for me, Bob Rosenberg, I was planning to retire
and work on my golf game and waistline. Then my
daughter got married, and wife (still Jackie)
decided that the house where we lived for 27
years and raised our 2 children was now too small
for the two of us. Guess I’ll be working a while
longer.
Bob Rosenberg, Class Reporter
rir@jwdb.com
>

Class of

1971

Welcome to the New Millennium. Let me start by
saying that rumors of David L. Paluska’s demise
have been greatly exaggerated! I was pleased to
hear from David after the Spring 2000 issue was
published. After graduation from Law School
David worked at USC for 17 years in planned
giving. He left the University as chief counsel for
development in 1988 and relocated to Pepperdine
University in Malibu to continue there with multimillion dollar planned giving solicitations, greatly
improving his workplace view, although he laments
that he “could not see the waves breaking from his
office.” Almost four years later David became the
first director of development and head of planned
giving for the National Sleep Foundation (now
headquartered in Washington, D.C.), and then
forsook sleep disorders to take on challenges
facing the elderly at the Beverly Foundation in
Pasadena. He took an early retirement at age 49,
while continuing to serve on the Board of Trustees
as President of the Howard Jones Memorial
Foundation of USC. Presently David is Vice
President and Corporate Secretary of the newly
created $3 million Julius Summer Miller
Foundation in Torrance that fosters the promotion of science and assistance to the elderly in
South Bay. The JSM Foundation presently is one
of the underwriters for Nova on KCET. David also
is Executive V.P. and General Counsel for a
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Meet Dean Spitzer
The USC Law School and alumni around the country
are sponsoring receptions to honor the Law School’s
new dean, Matthew L. Spitzer. Meet Dean Spitzer,
catch up with old friends and hear what’s new at the
Law School by attending one of these events:
May 3 — Anaheim, Calif.
May 10 — Bethesda, Md.
June 7 — New York City
For more information and to RSVP, call the Law
School’s development and graduate relations office at
(213) 740-6143.

“dot.com” company in Hermosa Beach. He tells
me that he commutes by bike a couple of times
a week from his home in Marina Del Rey. A great
way of staying alive! David is a “life” member of
USC’s Associates and Cardinal and Gold. As an
avid USC football fan and biker I am pleased to
report that David intends to be with us for a very
long time. Welcome back David! The Hon. William
R. Chidsey, Jr., aka “Bill,” and I were reminiscing
about the good old days and the paths our lives
have taken since graduation from Law School. Bill
shared with me that he and Evelyn are still happily
married and recently celebrated their 35th
wedding anniversary. After graduation Bill cofounded a small commercial firm in the South Bay.
In the late ’80s he was hit by an entrepreneurial

spirit and tried his hand at real estate development.
In 1989 Bill was appointed to the trial bench and
has spent most of his judicial career hearing criminal cases in the downtown Criminal Courts
Building. Just this last year he was one of the first
judges assigned to the new Courthouse near LAX.
He tells me that Evelyn is still involved in education
although she recently retired as an elementary
school principal. Their daughter, Marla, graduated
last year from Pepperdine Law School with honors
and as the Editor of the Law Review. She is
working for the S.E.C. in Washington, D.C. Their
son, Darin, graduated from U.C. Berkeley and
works for a Congressman in Washington, D.C. Bill
told me a story about a recent visit with his children
to the U.S. Supreme Court building where they

Class of 1971 30-Year Reunion
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received a personal tour by a Marshall, seeing it all
from the perspective of the Justices. I was particularly impressed that he was allowed to shoot a
few baskets in the Supreme Court gym. Now Bill
can truly say that he has played basketball in the
highest Court in the land. While hunting down
fresh gossip I had a great conversation with
Dennis L. Dechert. After working for the downtown firm for ever so many years Dennis relocated
to the Pismo Beach area. I understand that he has
an unusual practice on a very large ranch. He
continues to appreciate his anonymity so mum’s
the word! Dan Baker practiced in Orange County
as a Business Litigator for about 11 years after
graduation. He then got involved with a company
that managed and developed motels throughout
the Southwest. He was responsible for over 46
different properties prior to his retirement in
January 2000. Having purchased a vacation home

in Steamboat Springs, CO., Dan decided to stop
commuting and relocate there permanently. He
still consults with his prior company but is now very
active in Steamboat Springs where he serves on
the Planning Commission. He serves as an Elder
at his Church and works for the Ski Corp. (which
allows him to ski for free during the season). He
and his wife, Linda, have three grown children and
two grandchildren. Their daughter, Sara Beth, is
a teacher in Lake Arrowhead and their son,
Andrew, who you might recall was born during our
first year criminal law final, lives in St. Louis. Dan
and Linda’s youngest, Brandon, lives in Berkeley.
Dan has invited all of us to drop in on “Ski Town,
USA.” Just don’t all turn up at once. He says, “just
look for the guy in the Garth Brooks cowboy hat at
the Gondola.” That will be Dan. Michael Wool is a
founding partner in the Burlington and Middlebury,
Vermont Law Firm of Langrock, Sperry & Wool,

Jeff Smulyan ’72 Leads the Airwaves While Serving the Community
Jeff H. Smulyan ’72 received the National Association of Broadcasters’ 2000 National Radio Award
last fall in recognition of his achievements as chairman of the board at Emmis Communications,
a diversified media firm with radio, television and magazine operations throughout the country.
“Jeff has built Emmis into one of the most respected names in our
industry,” says John David, executive vice president of the National
Association of Broadcasters’ radio division. The association serves and
represents U.S. radio and television stations. “His savvy business leadership and service to the communities where Emmis has a presence
exemplify the qualities that the National Radio Award was created to
honor.”
Smulyan formed Emmis in 1980 after operating stations in
Indianapolis and Omaha, Neb. He took Emmis public in 1994 and, a
year later, was named one of the 10 most influential radio executives of
Jeff Smulyan
the past two decades by Radio & Records, the radio industry newspaper.
Emmis now operates 23 radio stations and 15 television stations throughout the country, in addition to radio properties in Hungary and Argentina. Emmis also owns and operates Indianapolis
Monthly, Atlanta, Cincinnati, Texas Monthly, Los Angeles and Country Sampler magazines.
Smulyan earned his undergraduate degree in history and telecommunications at USC before
completing his juris doctorate at the USC Law School in 1972. He has received numerous awards
for his professional accomplishments and his civic commitments, including the American Women
in Radio and Television’s Silver Satellite Award 2000, as well as Radio Ink’s Radio Executive of the
Year Award 2000. He is the Indiana chairman of the U.S. Olympic Committee, a trustee of Ball State
University, the former director of the National Association of Broadcasters and the former chairman
of the Radio Advertising Bureau’s board of directors. Mr. Smulyan also is a member of the USC Law
School Board of Councilors
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LLP. Michael resides in Charlotte Vermont with his
wife of 27 years, Martha. Martha is a pediatric
nurse in Shelbourne, Vermont. The Wools have
three daughters, Sara (26, B.S. University of
Vermont), Kate (23, B.A. James Madison
University), both residing and working in Boston,
MA., and Alison was recently named MVP in
soccer for All-League, All-State Massachusetts
and All-New England. Michael serves on the
Board of Directors of Espey, Mfg. and Electronics
Corp., a public company with offices and plant in
New York. He is chairperson of a governorapproved statewide committee studying the
Vermont Principle’s Association. He also serves on
the New England Board of Higher Education.
Michael has been active in youth sports and
served as president of the Nordic Spirit Soccer
Club. He also teaches Sport and the Law at
Champlain College in Burlington, Vermont. Mike
and Martha love to travel and they remain active in
many sports. In the past year they went helicopter
hiking in the Canadian Rockies and biking in Italy.
James Oliver Foster served as an attorney for the
Legal Aid Society of Pasadena. After a few years
he secured a position as General Counsel for the
Los Angeles City Housing Authority. Thereafter, he
became an Associate in the Firm of Jacobs,
Weisner, Kane, Rallmer and Berkman, where he
specialized in redevelopment law. Subsequently,
Jim accepted an appointment as Trial Attorney for
the EEOC. During that tenure he was successful
in obtaining an injunction against TWA for violations of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 for
the adverse impact of their conduct on Black
Skycaps. In 1986 Jim formed the partnership of
Foster and Ripley. He obtained an outstanding
award for his spirited representation of those who
are victims of racial discrimination and was
awarded the Civil Trial Lawyer of the Year Award
from the Langston Bar Association. Jim is the
author of “Random Drug Testing by Employers:
Is it a threat to Blacks” published by the NAACP.
He served as member of the L.A. Chapter of the
NAACP and the Police Misconduct Lawyers
Referral Service. Jim has also volunteered as a
Judge Pro Tem for the L.A. Municipal Court. Jim
continues to live in the Silverlake area of Los
Angeles with his wife, Terri, who is an outstanding
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On the Honor Roll
Aulana L. Peters ’73 was selected to serve on
the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants’ public oversight board. Ms. Peters
is a partner with Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher,
where she specialized in securities litigation and
law, Securities Exchange Commission regulations, accountant liability and commercial
litigation.
Deputy Public Defender. They have a grown son
and daughter and have recently become grandparents. Jim is presently retired from active
practice of law and is a consultant to the Labor
and Employment section of the National Bar
Association — Congratulations Grandpa! George
W. Kennedy has been elected District Attorney in
Santa Clara County (Silicon Valley) for ten years.
His jurisdiction has one of the lowest crime rates
and highest conviction rates. In his office, Kennedy
has 215 attorneys, 100 investigators, and a crime
lab with state-of-the-art DNA and other capabilities. He is former president of the California
Council on Criminal Justice. Prior to being elected,
Kennedy was chief assistant in the same office
and held most positions there starting in early
1972. (An early regular opponent was former
Santa Clara Deputy Public Defender, Rose Bird.)
Before becoming a manager Kennedy did a high
volume of jury trials including many murder trials.
Kennedy’s interest in becoming a prosecutor solidified during his clinical semester at USC. He
moved north for the opportunity to try murder
cases sooner in his career. In addition to the clinical semester, Kennedy credits his success to the
methods of analysis and perspectives he learned
in Bishin’s and Stone’s Con. Law and Law,
Language and Ethics classes. He states he was
better prepared than the Boalt and Stanford graduates with whom he started practice. His wife is
a probation officer and his children are students at
USC
and
the
Claremont
Colleges.
Congratulations, George, on an outstanding
career! It is with great respect and considerable
sadness that I report the passing of Sharon
Nelson and Margaret Doyle Berk. During my
tenure as your class reporter I had the pleasure of

(

writing a piece on Sharon and Margaret. They
were wonderful ladies; outstanding lawyers and
they will be sorely missed. May they rest in peace.
In closing, I remind you that our 30th Year Reunion
is at hand. I look forward to seeing all of you on
April 28, 2001, at the Ritz-Carlton in Marina Del
Rey.
Joseph E. Porter, III, Class Reporter
porter3law@home.com
>

Class of

1972

Was it the pregnant chad fiasco in Florida? The
stock market meltdown? The threat of college
tuition debt? Or some shy point in the cycle of life?
For whatever reason, this year our class became
more taciturn. And yet some fascinating tidbits
arrived for our interest and amusement. Greg
Canova has headed the Criminal Division of the
Attorney General’s office in Seattle since 1981
and has tried a wide variety of cases involving
death penalty, political corruption, “no body”
murders and many other bizarre crimes. After an
unsuccessful but enlightening run against an
incumbent on the Washington State Supreme
Court in 1998, Greg managed his own successful
political campaign this Fall for King County
Superior Court. He assumed office on January 8.
The bench will finally allow Greg to outrank his
wife, Barbara, who is a King County District Court
Judge. They are blessed with two sons ages 11
and 7; so we may safely conclude that plans for
early retirement have been tabled. Greg says that
he and John Ross will play their annual game of
snowshoe softball in Idaho this Winter and try to
break a 5-year losing streak. Then in March Greg
heads to Arizona for Spring Training with the
Mariners. He mentioned a bull pen fantasy which I
suspect began when Randy Johnson, Ken Griffey,
and Alex Rodriguez abandoned the team in
successive years. Ron Cordova practices law in
Newport Beach but sent an interesting article from
a Memphis, Tennessee, newspaper about a recent
trial appearance. It seems that Ron was one of the
attorneys for the defense in a handgun murder
case. The victim was a state senator whose political opponent was Ron’s client. The Murfreesboro
courtroom drama was intense, and the guilty
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verdict hinged on the testimony of a single
witness. Ron vows that his client will be a winner
on appeal. In the meantime the columnist flattered
him with comments about a razor sharp wit and
riveting trial skills which were probably honed by
Ron as a solon in the California State Assembly
some years ago. This trial left Ron little time for
other speaking or publishing, although he claims
that post-mortem television interviews should
qualify him for talk show tenure. One of the
networks may produce a feature about the trial!
Ron and his wife Mariann have two children both
in college. Some day after tuition Mom and Dad
are keen to build their retirement home on a oneacre parcel in Coto de Caza near Laguna Beach.
Marvin Feig wrote from Wheeling, Illinois (a
Chicago suburb) to say that he is the owner and
President of Good Earth Lighting. He has factories
in China that manufacture energy star light fixtures
for the U. S. market. You could say that Marvin has
seen the light … his legal education has landed
him in the Middle Kingdom. Marvin and his wife
Barbara have three children. A daughter is a senior
at Boston University and a son and daughter are
respectively a senior and freshman in high school.
As you may have guessed, no plans for retirement
within the next five years. Marvin’s civic activities
include being a board member of Rainbow
Hospice. He groused that there are not many USC
Law graduates in Chicago so he has a difficult
time keeping in touch. One of the more remarkable notes came from the Los Angeles Times. It
says that Frances Noble has recently become a
best-selling author with the publication of her
collection of short stories called “The Situe Stories.”
Who knew how determined she was to make a
name in both law and literature! Bruce
Zimmerman’s primary business pursuit for the
past twenty years has been shopping center
development. Bruce retired and had the genius
to turn his shopping center real estate forms and
software into an Internet business. His virtual
address is dealmaker.com. Bruce’s real address is
in Irvine where he now provides consulting services to help anchor chain stores such as Kroger
and Kmart to renegotiate leases with developers.
Although Bruce has a special place in my heart
because of his successful real estate career, I am
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concerned that he may have gone over to the dark
side with this consulting business on the tenant
side. Bruce is married to Sharron, his wife of over
twenty years. They have a daughter who is a sophomore at UC Santa Barbara and a son who is a
sophomore in high school. The family has planned
a Summer vacation in Bali where surfing will
replace real estate activities. Will Bruce carry a
laptop to the beach? That is all the news for now.
Much more to come.
John G. Baker, Class Reporter
jbaker@brickstoneco.com
>

Class of

1981

This is my first column as your class reporter. After
practicing law for six years, I founded a legal
recruiting firm (now called The Jameson Group) in
1987 that is still going strong. I am married to
Kristin Lillegraven Jameson (Class of 1980) who
works with me at The Jameson Group and we
have two children, Alissa (12) and Matthew (9).
We live in Beverly Hills and seem to be constantly
running between soccer and volleyball games.
Susan Harris reports that she is happily married to
Hayward Kaiser (a lawyer at Mitchell, Silberberg &
Knupp) and they just celebrated their 16th
wedding anniversary (congratulations!). They have
three children, Jessica (13), Samantha (10) and
Joseph (5). After a successful career at
SunAmerica, Inc., Susan retired this year and says
“retirement rocks!” She is currently focusing her
attentions on her family and charitable activities.
She has joined the board of the Neighborhood
Youth Association, which provides education and
mentoring support to at-risk youth in the Mar Vista
and Venice areas. Olivia Goodkin reports that she
is still practicing with Rutter, Hobbs & Davidoff in
Century City, and is specializing in mediation and
arbitration. She has two boys, one in middle school
and one in high school. She reports that she has
to keep working just to pay for all the food they
eat! Ron St. John lives in Huntington Beach with
his wife Julie and works downtown at Barton,
Klugman & Oetting (how’s the commute Ron?) He
has been involved in several cases involving
constitutional challenges to city ordinances. He
was lead counsel on a successful constitutional
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challenge to an Escondido rent control ordinance
(congratulations!). Ron just finished a term as
Chair of the LACBA to the State Bar Conference
of Delegates. Ron’s son David (born on our official
last day of law school classes, 4/23/81) is
attending Loyola University in Chicago. His
stepson Jordan Connolly plays football for
Huntington Beach High School and is being
recruited to play college ball. William Schoenholz
is a banking and finance partner at Buchalter,
Nemer, Fields & Younger. He is married to Mithra
Sheybani. They have a daughter Ariana (4) and are
expecting another girl in March 2001. He reports
that he has played golf with classmates Mary
Alden and Susan Harris and “they are both sandbaggers.” Anthony Bishop is now Senior Vice
President and General Counsel of dotTV in
Westwood. Edmund Fleckenstein, Jr. is practicing
real estate, wills, state planning, probate and tax

law in New Jersey. He has been traveling extensively (Puerto Rico, Cancun, Maui, Portugal, Turkey,
Nova Scotia, Bahamas — when do you have time
to work?). He is married to Deborah Lynch and has
two sons, Jason (5) and Lucas (7 months). He is
just embarking on life as a soccer dad! For those
of you who have not yet responded to the class
questionnaire, send your updated information to
me at jbj@thejamesongroup.com and I will include
it the next issue.
John Jameson, Class Reporter
>

Class of

1986

Since the Fall 2000 class update was omitted
from the last USC Law edition, this one’s a double
issue. Victoria (Tory) Trotta was named Director of
the Ross-Blakley Law Library and Associate Dean
of the Arizona State University College of Law.

Steve Cooley ’73 Promises Evenhanded Justice as New L.A. D.A.
When Steve Cooley ’73 was sworn in as the Los Angeles County district attorney in December,
he was on the winning end of a months-long battle for the office. But his hotly contested race
pales in comparison to the challenges he faces in his new role. Among those challenges: handling
what some have characterized as the worst police corruption scandal in
recent history arising from the activities of the L.A. Police Department
Rampart Division’s anti-gang CRASH unit.
Mr. Cooley’s 27-year tenure in the district attorney’s office should
help, though. Having campaigned on pledges to work in the best interest
of justice and to act quickly and decisively, Mr. Cooley is already underscoring his intention to follow through with his promises.
Some of his early efforts included filing six murder charges against
Efren Saldivar, a former respiratory therapist suspected of murdering
more than 100 patients in his care during the past decade. Mr. Cooley
Steve Cooley
has also created a new policy for using the state’s three-strikes law —
which mandates a 25-years to life sentence for people convicted of three crimes — only in cases that
involve serious or violent felonies or the possession of large quantities of drugs.
Hired by the district attorney’s office straight out of law school, Mr. Cooley spent about 10 years
as a trial deputy before taking over the office’s narcotics section in 1983. A year later, he became
the first head deputy in charge of the district attorney’s office in Lancaster, Calif., covering the
Antelope Valley. He later headed the San Fernando Valley office and the welfare fraud division.
He is a resident of Toluca Lake, Calif., where he lives with his wife, Jana. They have two grown
children.
“’SC provided a strong foundation for me as an attorney,” Mr. Cooley says. “I finished No. 1
in my criminal law course with Professor Marty Levine. I didn’t finish No. 1 in anything else, so I
guess it was pretty clear where I was headed.”
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Deborah Berthel, partner in MacGregor & Berthel

of Woodland Hills, won a verdict on behalf of
Allstate Insurance Co. in a case so hard-fought
that the news magazine “20-20” ran a piece on
it. Debbie and her husband also welcomed
daughter Gianna Maria Tognarelli in February.
Debbie stays in touch with Roxanne Davis who
is a sole practitioner with a successful plaintiffs
practice. Jeff Levy was promoted to Senior VicePresident Business & Legal Affairs of Atlantic
Records in New York. Howard Ehrenberg, partner
at Sulmeyer, Kupetz, Baumann & Rothman in Los
Angeles, was recertified in business bankruptcy
law by the American Board of Certification, an
organization that certifies bankruptcy and creditors’ rights professionals nationwide. Gary
Davidson, practicing in Miami, Florida, continues
his prolific writing and speaking with the publication of an op-ed piece in The Journal of
Commerce, entitled “Elian’s Case: Echoes of a
Seaman’s Struggle,” and speeches in June and
September on the legal issues affecting the travel
industry (the latter in Nice, France, I might add). We
have other far-flung classmates starting with
Heimi Lee , mother of two and owner/CEO of
Access Communications & Consulting Co., a
public relations and consulting company serving
Fortune 500 multinational companies in Seoul,
Korea. Perhaps Heimi got some advice from Gary
Davidson as she traveled to, among other places,
London, Paris, Beijing, Hong Kong and Tokyo in
the past year. Maizie Whalen Pusich lives in Reno,
Nevada, and was a delegate to the Indigent
Defense 2000 symposium in Washington, D.C.
Marguerite LaShell Sadler went Of Counsel to her
firm in Denver, Colorado so she could both
continue her practice and spend more time as a
member of that coveted political interest group
known as the “soccer/golf/swim-team mom.” And
Billie Jan Goldstein, who writes appeals and
motions in Pembroke Pines, Florida, is the public
relations director of the Nova Singers, one of
South Florida’s oldest and finest choruses. Back in
California, Steve Miller opened his own civil litigation and family law practice in Monrovia and,
despite his practice area, remains happily married.
When not in court, Steve can be found on the
diamond coaching sons Reed in T-ball and Shane

(

On the Honor Roll
Daniel J. Woods ’77 received the District Seven
President’s Pro Bono Public Service Award from
the California State Bar for his work in
providing legal services to the poor. Mr. Woods
assisted the Inner City Law Center with a
lawsuit it filed on behalf of 23 families living in
a Los Angeles slum building. Mr. Woods and his
team from White & Case, where he is a partner
and pro bono coordinator, dedicated more than
2,000 hours to the project.
in Little League. Keith Robinson celebrated the
fourth anniversary of his sole practice in Calabasas
and continues to serve as President of the Inns
of Court chapter at USC. Keith also celebrated his
17th wedding anniversary and coaches his
daughter’s soccer team. Michael Bordy, name
partner in his own firm in Beverly Hills and father
of three, provides counseling and legal services to
entrepreneurial businesses and high net-worth
individuals. Michael is also on the Boards of the
Sinai Temple and Cedars Sinai Medical Center.
George Lasezkay , proud father of two sons, is
Corporate Vice President of Allergan, Inc. in Irvine
in charge of licensing, strategic alliances and
acquisitions. And Scott Edel, proud father of three,
continues his entertainment practice in Century
City with Kleinberg, Lopez, Lange, Brisbin &
Cuddy. Megan Waters Pierson is Senior VicePresident and General Counsel of Excite@Home
where she directs the legal management of the
company and oversees all the company’s legal
efforts. Mary Biebel is Senior Vice President of
Entertainment Legal at MGM Studios and ran the
Chicago marathon. Michael DaSilva is the
Executive Director of the San Diego Human
Dignity Foundation. Deborah Aiwasian celebrated
the fourth anniversary of her firm, Bergman &
Aiwasian, where she handles environmental insurance coverage litigation, and reports running into
Paul Issler and Kay Kochenderfer who are both
working hard. Tom Larkins is Vice President and
General Counsel of AlliedSignal, Inc. Tom reports
that Lance Gams is now a district attorney in
Santa Monica. Hal Hopp is practicing with Quinn
Emanuel Urquhart Oliver & Hedges, LLP, in Indian
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Wells. Dave Bartholomew is practicing securities
litigation as a partner of Keesal, Young & Logan.
On the family front, David Olson “bit the bullet”
marrying Denise Ann Matera last August. Robert
Mitrovich , David’s best man in the wedding, is
nearing the bullet too, having recently become
engaged. Congratulations to Mark Rosenthal,
president of Raleigh Enterprises in Santa Monica,
who welcomed son Matthew Alexander in July
and to Gary Gertler who welcomed third child,
Brandon Joshua, in February. And Michael Tidus’
second child, Noah, was born in August. On a sad
note, Nick Kallins passed away on July 11, 2000.
His family requests that any donations be made to
the Greek Orthodox Memorial Foundation of
Southern California.
C. Dana Hobart, Class Reporter
hobart@hbdlawyers.com
>

Class of

1987

Please feel free to e-mail, write or call me with any
news you would like to share with your classmates.
Jon R. Robertson, Darling & Robertson, LLP, 600
Anton Blvd., Suite 1600, Costa Mesa, CA 92626,
(714) 384-4250 or jrrobertson@altavista.com.
John L. Segal has been appointed to the bench of
the Los Angeles County Superior Court by
Governor Davis. Judge Segal is a former litigation partner at Mitchell, Silberberg & Knupp.
Congratulations John! Eileen Lyon is Senior Vice
President and General Counsel at Hawthorne
Financial Corp., the holding company for
Hawthorne Savings Bank. Eileen is a former
partner at Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP. Parry
Cameron is a litigation partner at Miller & Holguin
in Century City. When Parry is not in court, he
spends time with his family, including coaching his
son’s little league team. Jeffrey Golden is a partner
at Albert, Weiland & Golden, where he specializes in bankruptcy work. Jeff also continues to
serve as a U.S. Bankruptcy Trustee. Jeff’s firm has
grown to 12 attorneys and includes two other
USC Law School alumni; former California
Supreme Court Justice Marcus Kaufman and Lei
Lei Wang Ekvall. Roxanne (Prudian) Finch reports
that life as a former litigator is good. Roxanne is
a legal recruiter with Kass/Abell & Associates, one

Class of 1986 15-Year Reunion
Saturday, Oct. 20, 2001
Call Reunion Coordinator Keven Jones at
(213) 740-6143 for details
USC LAW

spring

2001

69

G R A D UAT E S

CLASS NOTES

of the oldest attorney search firms in Los Angeles.
Her daughter, Francesca, is 2-and-a-half years old.
Jon R. Robertson, Class Reporter
jrrobertson@altavista.com
>

Class of

1989

Thanks to those who replied to the most recent
questionnaire. If you have not responded recently,
please take a few minutes to e-mail me
(Jzarian@fozlaw.com) or write me in care of the
Law School, so I can include your updates in future
columns. To my knowledge, Stephen Larson
(Stephen_larson@cacd.uscourts.gov) is the first
member of our law school class to become a
judge. Last year, Stephen was appointed a U.S.
Magistrate Judge for the Central District of
California. He and his wife, Dena, are doing their
best to control chaos, with three children under the
age of five. Marci Bolter (Mbolter@calcas.com)
was married in January to Michael Barrett, who
is a U.S. Probation Officer and a graduate of the
Creighton School of Law (where Dean Raful
served as Dean at the time!). Marci is a lawyer with
the California Casualty Management Company,
and serves as Secretary of the Insurance Women
of Los Angeles. Marci reports that Barbara Brent
Grey attended her bridal shower. Tami Byram is
engaged to be married as well (to her long-time
beau, Dave), and has moved from Minneapolis,
Minnesota to the comparatively balmy Davenport,
Iowa. Joining the ranks of in-house lawyers with
characteristic flair, John Earp (JonEarp@aol.com)
has been hired by Napster as Director of Business
& Legal Affairs. Doug Stevens (douglas.stevens
@nextel.com) recently joined the legal department
at Nextel Communications in Irvine. He and his
wife added a new daughter, Melinda, last year.
Wendy Bartosh (wendya1@mac.com) is also inhouse with Twentieth Century Fox Television as
Vice President, Legal Affairs, in Los Angeles.
Gwynnae Byrd (gwynnae.byrd@sen.ca.gov) is still
in Sacramento and reports going back to campus
recently as part of a brown bag lunch panel on
“alternative things to do with your law degree.”
According to Gwynnae, the law school now has
a much nicer cafeteria. Lisa Hu Barquist
(Lisa.Barquist2@usdoj.gov) is an Assistant U.S.
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Attorney in Miami, Florida, prosecuting civil health
fraud cases. Lisa and her husband welcomed a
baby girl last year. And Deana Pollard
(DeanaPollard@aol.com) is an associate professor
at Texas Southern University. Last fall, Deana was
a legal commentator for Fox television in connection with the whole “election nightmare.” In private
practice, Mark Kemple (Mkemple@jonesday.com)
became a partner at Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue
in December 2000. Also last year, Jack Sholkoff
(jsholkoff@hklaw.com) became a partner with
Holland & Knight. He practices in the areas of
labor and employment law, on behalf of management. Jeff Grubman (Jgrubman@stollgurblaw.com)
has formed a new entertainment and litigation law
firm, Stollman & Grubman, with offices in Boca
Raton and Miami. He and Diana Muggia Grubman
(who is now a full-time mother) had their third
child, Rachel, last year. Finally, in the most-unlikelyclassmate-sighting category, last September, I
boarded a red-eye flight from Los Angeles to
Guatemala City (to take depositions), on some
unknown airline, and found myself on the same
plane as Dan Lubeck, who was on a business trip
to Costa Rica. Of course, Dan was in first class.
Top that one! Please keep on sending your
updates! Best regards,
John N. Zarian, Class Reporter
jzarian@folzlaw.com
>

Class of

1990

Here’s the news that’s fit to print. Job Changes:
Christine Lawton recently left DreamWorks SKG
(where the founders don’t believe in titles) and
wrapped herself in the glorious title of Senior Vice
President of Business Affairs, Universal Studios
Home Video. Adam Duncan has joined Wells
Fargo Securities as Managing Director of the
Financial Planning Group of California. New
Partners: Barbara Fitzgerald is now a partner at
Seyfarth Shaw, and Lori Loo is a partner at Freid
and Goldsman. Reporting in from the East, Mark
Collins is now a partner at McDermott, Will &
Emery, where he practices out of the Washington,
D.C., office. Mark and wife Cara Dalton moved to
northern Virginia in 1994 seeking a kinder, gentler
place to raise their kids, Pierce and Reese. Scales

Don’t see your class?
US CL a w is seeking class reporters for the
Classes of ’82, ’84, ’92 and ’99. Call Keven
Jones at (213) 740-6143 to volunteer.

of Justice: Greg Kimmel reported his victory in a
recent jury trial of a “Special Circumstances”
murder, i.e., Greg is still putting bad guys behind
bars. Another big winner, Tracy Dressner reported
that she recently celebrated two victories on the
same day, i.e., a favorable ruling on a Federal
habeas corpus petition and the reversal of a
murder conviction in a State court matter. Family
News: Scott Abernethy is now wedded to the
lovely Joanne. Greg Nylen is now married to Mary
Ann Frericks, and they have moved to a house in
Topanga. Greg also reported having seen God not
once, not twice, but three times since graduation.
(However, he gave no further details, so we’ll have
to get back to you on this one.) Sabrina Sinser
reports “I am currently 8 months pregnant with my
first child (my partner’s third; he has 2 beautiful
girls from a prior marriage, ages 5 and 11) … My
partner’s name is Dayle Burton (he’s from
England). The baby’s name will be Wesley Paul
(after Paul Goldman) Burton. Life is truly fabulous!” Heidi Tuffias’s beautiful, happy 5-week-old
baby daughter was a delightful addition to our 10Year Reunion. But, we’ll have to wait for the next
Reunion to see Ed Susolik’s latest addition, who
was not quite ready for his USC debut. Ed and wife
Andrea live in Newport Beach, and as they were
preparing to leave for the Reunion, it became clear
that Andrea was going into the early stages of
labor. Not daunted by childbirth (this was their
third), Ed dropped Andrea off at the hospital and
then headed north, with cell phone in hand, to join
us in Beverly Hills. Ed left the Reunion around 10
p.m., and was back at the hospital in plenty of time
to welcome son Parker Stuart, who arrived at 2:30
a.m. (Andrea clearly wins our “Spouse of the Year”
award.) New to fatherhood, Peter Zilgalvis
announced the birth of son Gustavs Janis. The
Zilgalvis family will continue to make their home in
Strasbourg, France. Motor News: Scott Abernethy
owns 3 collectible cars (i.e., a Yellow ’57, a Red ’71,
and Red ’84), and reports that Steve Han is the
“proud father of a beautiful ’69 Firebird convertible.” Robert Yoder’s wife reports that while Rob
has “a garage full of collectible cars,” the car he
really drives is a ’74 Jaguar XKE with only 2 seats,
which is a bit cramped for his pregnant wife and
their 3 kids. (Rob, have you considered a vintage
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Suburban or maybe a Woodie stationwagon?)
Last, but not least, the “Vote” results: Thank you all
for completing our questionnaire. We had the best
“respondent turnout” to date (with 69 Classmates
reporting), and by the time we finished our hand
count, we could really appreciate the benefits of
using a punch card ballot. That being said, while
we ran into a few irregular ballots in our count (e.g.,
people who gave us a car “make” when we asked
for a car “year”), there was just one chad in our
bunch — Chad Wootton — and his responses were
crystal clear. The following are some of the statistical highlights of our Census 2000. Our Class is
having no problem nesting: 83 percent own
Homes; 73 percent are Married; 71 percent are
Parents (of the 96 Children reported, 47 percent
are Boys and 53 percent are Girls, but we noted
that the 4 sets of Twins are tied, with 50 percent
Boys and 50 percent Girls); Average “family” size
is 3.2; People with Pets 59 percent (with Dogs and
Cats tied at 34 percent of all Pets reported, and
Fish in a close second at 25 percent); and just
11 percent of those reporting are without Kids or
Pets. Still Working: Most of us (82 percent) are still
working a law job, with the top 4 Practice Areas
being Civil Litigation 42 percent, Transactions 29
percent, Advisory 10 percent, and Criminal
Litigation 7 percent. (We note that while the Crim
lawyers may be fewer in number, they seem
prouder of their work: 50 percent of them shared
recent successes with us.) Apparently, only 6
members of our Class did the due diligence
necessary to choose the “right” post-J.D. job.
These stellar 6 are still at their first jobs, while our
Class average is 2.88 jobs/10 years. In our jobs,
we are Attorneys at Law, Senior Attorneys, Senior
Judicial Attorneys, Partners, Professors, City
Councilmembers, General Counsels, Executive
Counsels, Associate General Counsels, Assistant
General Counsels, Deputy General Counsels,
Deputy District Attorneys, Deputy Alternate Public
Defenders, Deputy Heads of Divisions, Presidents,
Vice Presidents, Senior Vice Presidents,
Secretaries, Directors, Executive Directors, Senior
Directors, Consultants, Principal Consultants,
Chiefs and Drones. A whopping 66 percent of us
can dress casually at work. On a more Personal
Note: 77 percent are staying out of Court and 79
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More USC Grads Appointed to the Bench
Four USC Law School alumni have been appointed recently to the
bench in California. Emilie H. Elias ’70 and John L. Segal ’87 were
appointed judges of the Los Angeles County Superior Court by Gov.
Gray Davis; Helios “Joe” Hernandez ’73 was appointed a judge in
the Riverside County Superior Court; and Stephen G. Larson ’89 was
sworn in as a federal magistrate judge.
Judge Elias leaves a post as commissioner in the Los Angeles Superior
Court, where she presided over a direct calendar civil department for
seven years. Before taking that post, she presided over a master calendar
civil department, managed the small claims department, and handled
settlements and law and motion matters for the Superior Court.
Previously, Judge Elias practiced family law and was among the first
attorneys certified as family law specialists by the California State Bar.
Before becoming Riverside County’s only Latino judge, Judge
Hernandez was a prosecutor in the Riverside County district attorney’s
office, where he worked for nearly 20 years. He handled more than 80
jury trials. Beginning in 1989, he was a supervising deputy district
attorney, and he took over the office’s narcotics unit in 1996. Prior to
joining the district attorney’s office, Judge Hernandez handled civil
and criminal cases in private practice in Santa Ana, Calif. He also worked
as a legislative analyst for the National Institutes of Health in
Washington, D.C.
Judge Segal, previously a litigation partner with Mitchell, Silberberg
& Knupp in Los Angeles, has extensive experience as a judge pro tem
and as a settlement officer and mediator. He is a member of the litigation section of the American Bar Association and has served on the Los
Angeles County Bar Association’s appellate courts committee and its
delegation to the State Bar Conference of Delegates. He has also served
on the board of directors for Planned Parenthood Los Angeles. Before
joining Mitchell, Silberberg & Knupp, Judge Segal worked as a law clerk
for Judge Robert Vance in the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.
Magistrate Judge Larson, a veteran assistant U.S. attorney, is one of
the youngest people to become a federal magistrate judge in California’s
central district. He will hear cases in Riverside. During his nine years
with the U.S. attorney’s office in Los Angeles, Larson headed the
Organized Crime Strike Force unit and prosecuted several high-profile
cases. He was previously an associate with O’Melveny & Myers. An
expert on Russian organized crime, Larson lectures regularly in the
United States and Europe and teaches constitutional law at Glendale
University College of Law.

Emilie Elias ’70, Helios “Joe”
Hernandez ’73,Stephen
Larson ’89 and John Segal
’87.
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percent took a vacation last year. However, our
longest vacations average just 2.84 weeks, with
a number of people counting a long weekend as
their longest vacation since 1992. Only 38
percent of our Class watched “Survivor,” and a third
of those who watched reported Rudy as their
favorite castaway. Adam Duncan (with a 2-point
spread) neatly won the contest for the person in
our Class who would be the last Survivor. There
was a 4-way tie for second in this category, with
Steve Atlee, Russ Cashdan, Phil Magen, and Jeff
(Smukalla) O’Connor sharing the honors. Color us
neutral: 43 percent of us drive cars that are either
Black or White, while just 2 members of our Class
who have proven they don’t mind standing out in a
crowd behind the wheels of their respective onein-the-Class Purple and Yellow vehicles. Our
average car is at least 5 years old, with seating for
more than 4. Top 5 ways we Exercise: Gym (50
percent); Sex (41 percent); Housework (41
percent); Hiking (33 percent); and Cocktails (32
percent). (Surprisingly, only one Single respondent
reported Sex as a usual form of exercise
compared with 66 percent of the Married respondents.) As a rule, we vote: 97 percent of those
reporting are Registered and Voted, and of those
Registered, 55 percent are Democrat, 24 percent
are Republican, 8 percent are Independent,
Reform, “Not W,” or “Jaded,” respectively, and the
remaining 13 percent did not report a Party affiliation. Staying in Touch: On average, each
Classmate stays in touch with 4 others, but has not
visited The Law School since 1994. On that note,
thank you again for letting us serve as your virtual
links to The Law School. We really enjoy getting
your updates and reports, and hope to hear from
you soon. Happy (belated) New Millennium,
Mary Ann Soden & Molly Hansen, Class Reporters
masoden@hotmail.com mhansen@d2.com
>
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It’s 2001! Let’s see what our classmates are doing
to usher in this phenomenal year! Terrence Leve
reports in (for the first time) from Texas where he
is Associate General Counsel, International, for
Verizon Information Services. Verizon moved him
and his wife Holly to Florida then to Texas. “We
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all love Texas, but not too much surfing or skiing,”
laments Terrence. Holly and he now have six children, 11, 8, 6, 3 and one-year old twins (I think you
hold the class record, Terrence, congrats!). Rosie
(“Salsa”) Ornelas and Dave (“He-Man”)
Armstrong also check in with us. Dave is Assistant
D.A. in Santa Monica, Rosie is working at home,
squiring second-grader Linda and first-grader
Johnny to various events. Bill Scarff reports in to
ask if I’m going to help with the 10-year reunion.
Umm … I’ll get back to you on that, Bill. He writes
he keeps running into Bo Kaemerle at pizza joints.
(Must be a soccer dad, thing?) Mike Battle reports
in (for the first time, yeah!) to announce the birth
of his son, Anthony Michael, born in October
(congratulations, Mike!). Wife Lisa and he are
“thrilled.” Shawn Boyne announces she will be
retiring this spring (think you’re the first in the class
to take the leap, Shawn, congrats!). One of the
cases she co-counseled on, New Mexico v.
Kodikian, widely featured on national TV, will be
the subject of an upcoming movie. She also asks
if anyone knows where Gyongi Bardos is? We’d
love to hear from her, too! Jim Spertus wants us to
know that he has moved to Santa Monica. Ted
McNamara (is this your first check-in, Ted?)
emphatically writes he is enjoying in-house work
at Washington Mutual’s Legal Department much
more than private practice. Ted is still living in L.A.’s
Silverlake district and reports he recently saw Eve
Karasik, who is doing well in the bankruptcy field.
Lili Shaver Duquette writes from Winnetka, Illinois,
that she and her family are very glad to be back
in the U.S., although they miss London. Lili’s family
now includes two sons, Marcus and Will. She
hopes to be teaching again soon, “both evidence
and European Union Law.” Jason Marshall wants
us to know he is now living in Westlake Village. He
is Director of Litigation Support for the forensic
accounting firm of White, Zuckerman, Warsausky,
Luna & Wolf. Jason’s practice involves high-profile
dissolution of marriage and family law matters.
Sam Chuck announces he has a new baby
daughter, Lily Ann, born in August (congratulations, Sam!) He and his growing family recently
moved to San Jose. Bob Madok writes he has
moved to Pacific Palisades and is still practicing in
L.A. He also writes this about the past presidential
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race: “USGA rules do not provide for ‘Mulligans’ on
shots that do not go as intended: No Re-vote in
Palm County!” Mark Robertson reports that son
Dash is now 5-and-a-half, Claire is 1-and-a-half,
and he is “getting grayer all the time!” He also
wants us to know that Tom Moglovkin is back at
Fox Business Affairs. Peter Gutierrez reports in, to
announce the birth of his second daughter,
Rebecca Grace, born in May. He is still living in
beautiful Long Beach, CA. Peter also announces
that almost-confirmed bachelor David Hoover is
still living in Tokyo, Japan, and is getting married
this coming September (hope he sends pictures,
Peter!). Daniel Dik tells us to look for him in court,
as he frequently serves as judge pro tem in traffic
court in L.A. County. Under unusual litigation work,
Dan’s firm represents a gun manufacturer facing
a multi-count tort class action arising from the
Buford Furrow shooting incident at the North
Valley Jewish Community Center. David Kendig
reports in (for the first time, Dave?) to note that Jeff
Coyne is doing business casual, looking fit and
happy. He also reports that his two-year-old son
keeps repeating “George Bush” over and over. He
wants to know if anyone knows a good child
psychologist — ”a James Carville type?” His new
offices overlook Newport Beach, CA’s Fashion
Island and with his characteristic dry wit Dave
writes, “If this is Facism, give me Facism or give me
Death!”) (Me, Dave, I like to chant, “Salary enough
to pay for my Neiman Marcus account!”) Ok, so for
those few of you who wondered about my former
email address —“mcbugs” — let’s just say it’s a
McDowell
inside
joke.
New
email:
villacdowell@gateway.net is waiting to hear from
all of you, soon!
Terri Villa-McDowell, Class Reporter
>
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In addition to our regulars, this column includes
news about (and sightings of) some of our longlost classmates. Victor Berwin, a fellow Dukie, is
still working with Epport & Richman in Century
City, where he clerked back in the summer of
1992, practicing in the areas of commercial litigation and creditors’ rights. In June of 1999, he
married Debra. This past May, Vic and Debra

G R A D UAT E S

vacationed on the Hawaiian Islands, including the
Big Island, Oahu, and Kauai. While on Oahu, Vic
“did lunch” with Scott Dodd and Richard
McClellan, who are working for themselves in
Honolulu. Vic also keeps in touch with Laine
Wagensellar and Derrick Coleman, mainly by
watching Duke basketball games together. (Go
Blue Devils!) Beverly (Johnson) Carl e-mailed that
she is busy trying cases for Brobeck, Phleger &
Harrison. (It was so nice hearing from you; I can’t
wait to meet Julia.) David Cary writes that he made
a career change to become a member of Bright
Trading, LLC, a professional stock-trading firm and
is “Loving it!” (We wish you well in your new
endeavor!) Marla (Smith) Chabner was married
over Labor Day weekend to Brandon at the
Westlake Village Inn. Mitch and I had a wonderful
time at the wedding, visiting with Donna (Prokop)
Bigi , her husband, and their adorable son. After
Marla and Brandon’s honeymoon through Italy and
Greece, the newlyweds moved into a townhouse
they purchased in Manhattan Beach. (When’s the
housewarming party?) Marcelo D’Asero is a
research attorney for the Los Angles County
Superior Court (that could come in handy to those
L.A. litigators out there) and volunteers with the
Los Angeles Free Legal Clinic in his spare time. It’s
hard to keep up with Matthew Friedman. In my last
column, I reported that he was president of
Northern Stamping, Inc. In August, he sold the
business to Hilite Industries, Inc. (of which he is a
major shareholder) and is running the business for
the new owner. Mark Gamboa continues to
handle large toxic tort, environmental, and
asbestos coverage cases, but now he is working
for Sehr, Cortner, McNaboe, Colliau & Jordan in
downtown Los Angeles. Besides work, his twoand-a-half-year-old son Matthew takes up all of
his and wife Barbara’s time. Mark also mentioned
that Marcel Pidoux is completing medical school.
(Impressive or crazy? ) Lisa (Hatton) Harrington
moved in-house with UNUM Provident Corporate
in Glendale, the nation’s largest disability insurer,
as its Assistant Vice President and Managing
Counsel. (Good luck!) While in New York, Lisa had
lunch with Jill (Ruben) Franco and her very bright
two-year-old girl named Kathy. Dave Kuiper
continues to practice general corporate law,

On the Honor Roll
Two USC Law School graduates — Sharon B.
Bauman ’95 and Harvey Rochman ’92 —
received awards from the California State Bar
when their firm, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, was
honored for its pro bono work in 2000. Ms.
Bauman, Mr. Rochman and their colleagues
assisted Public Counsel’s child care law project
in providing pro bono representation to lowincome child care providers and provided a
range of other legal services to low-income
clients.
mergers & acquisitions, and corporate securities
with a particular emphasis on technology, Internet,
and healthcare companies at Latham & Watkins.
Dave also manages the firm’s paralegal program.
Outside of work, Dave coaches his six-year-old
daughter’s soccer team and takes ski trips to Vail.
(Where does he find the time?) Cheryl Leutjen is
expecting her second child, a baby girl, in March.
(Congratulations!) Fortunately, her employer,
Texaco Power & Gasification, is starting a pilot
telecommuting program so she will be able to
work from home after she returns from maternity
leave. Stephanie (Stenger) Montgomery is thoroughly enjoying her two-year-old son Luke. (Am
I ever going to meet Luke in person?) According
to Stephanie, Bret DiMarco’s two-year-old
daughter Kyra looks just like him. Keith Newburry
has gone in-house with Honeywell International,
Inc., in Phoenix, Arizona. As Assistant General
Counsel, Keith works with the management of
Honeywell’s Engines Systems & Accessories and
Aerospace Services business units by assisting in
all aspects of their intellectual property generation
and enforcement, including all patent litigation and
prosecution. (Best wishes in the new job!) David
Pendleton was named Outstanding Legislator of
the Year 2000 by the Hawaii Medical Association,
which is the Hawaii Chapter of the American
Medical Association. (Kudos!) Neil Radick is with
the Los Angeles County Alternate Public
Defender’s Office. Jean Rosenbluth continues to
work very hard as an appellate attorney for the
United States Attorney’s Office pursuing justice
just two federal buildings away from me. (It was
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great running into you; lunch?) I also learned from
Jean that John Carlson and his wife had a baby
girl Lucy. Sharon Sartorius is the Executive
Director of Business and Legal Affairs for Sony
Pictures Digital Entertainment and was the
production attorney on the Charlie’s Angels movie.
Sharon is also the super athlete, participating in
Hermosa Beach’s spring triatholon and running
10-mile races with Lauren Lessler. Gulwinder
Singh has joined S. Robert Yi of the Landmark
Law Group. Gullu continues to practice real estate
law, specializing in all types of commercial real
estate transactions, with a special expertise in
homebuilding and hospitality industries.
Congratulations are in order for Stephen
Sonnenberg who was elected partner in Paul,
Hastings’ employment law department. Char Tall
won a free trip to St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, for
Labor Day 2001. (Some people have all the luck.)
Also noteworthy, Char is a part-time “scrapbooker”;
she teaches others how to preserve their family
photos. Shanon Trygstad has been busy traveling
to Chicago, Michigan, and Seattle. She is also
planning an upcoming trip to Italy and hopefully
Tahiti. Ann-Marie Villicana was involved in grass
roots work for the Bush campaign. (Any political
aspirations on the national level?) If you want to
see her, she appears as a regular panelist with
host Bill Rosendahl in “The Week in Review” and
“Local Talk” on Adelphia Communications. Elayna
Youchah continues to practice labor and employment law in Las Vegas with the same firm but new
name — Schreck, Brignone & Godfrey. (It was
great catching up at dinner.) Elayna reported
(which Bev confirmed) that Gadi Navon is now
with Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison. Jeff Baglio,
Susan (Hansen) Fox, James Kim, Jeffrey Koenig,
and Elizabeth (Otter) Molfetta also send greetings
to us. As for me, I decided that if I am going to be
a judge, I need to take up golf. So if you ever go to
the driving range at Rancho Park, you’ll see me
there wacking away at the ball. (Maybe I should
stick with tennis). Thanks again for your materials. I wouldn’t have a column without you. Keep in
touch!
Diane Arkow Gross, Class Reporter
Diane.Gross@EEOC.gov
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from the reunion, its twins!). Congrats to all!

1995

Happy New Year! It was great to see so many of
you at the reunion. Here we go: Sam McDermott
is getting married in June 2001 to Christi Boyens.
Sam’s working at Wood, Smith, Henning &
Berman LLP in Orange County, and reports that
he loves his “community, church, job and of course,
[his] fiancee!” The Los Angeles Times featured
a great picture of Katie Galbraith recently (oddly,
it caught my eye as I was flipping pages!),
announcing her engagement to Kjell Hult, who
attends UC Davis Medical School. Katie works at
Weintraub Genshlea Chediak Sproul in
Sacramento. Cara Saffro is still enjoying “the
mommy thing” with William and Maddie, though
she recently acquired a new title: “Room Mother.”
Val (Haynes) Stidman seems similarly relieved to
no longer be practicing law and is loving raising
her son, Owen, at their home in Edina, Minnesota.
And the babies keep coming! Nicole Grattan
Pearson and Scott Pearson (’94) had a baby boy,
Benjamin, on August 2, 2000. Jonathan Lai and
his wife, Alva Ann had a baby, Johah in May, joining
Aubree Ann (2-1/2) and Jasmine (7). Jonathan is
still doing foreclosures and bankruptcy at the
same firm in Honolulu. Roy Price, and presumably his wife, welcomed identical twins Katherine
and Claire in November 1999. Roy just moved
from Walt Disney Co. to McKinsey & Co. (management consultants) in January. Jenny (Scott)
Larson had a baby boy, Garrett, on April 5, 2000.
You can check out her cute kids at www.geocities.com/ethanlarson. Jenny reports that Ann
Marie (Crudo) Wise had a baby girl in midDecember, joining son Tyler (age 2). Ann Marie
reported herself before the reunion that she’s still
at the D.A.’s Office “because I like it.” I also heard
that Lori Beckwith had a son in December. Jane
Haggerty and husband Scott Freeman are
expecting their first baby on Valentine’s Day. Jane
and Scott moved to Las Vegas, when she’s doing
commercial litigation and bankruptcy at Shean &
Carlyon. Patty Noguera and her husband, Jason,
are expecting their first child in May. Cliff Blakely
and his wife are expecting their first child soon.
And Reid Breitman and his wife Julia are
expecting another child (actually, if I recall correctly
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Charmaine Clark changed jobs in September and
is now at Skellenger Bender in Seattle. Charles
Inkeles graduated from Yale School of

Management and is now working as in investment
banking in New York at ING Barings. Alison
(Wright) Meyers moved back to L.A. with husband,
Jeff, and daughter, Madeline, and returned to work
post-kid; she now at the D.A.’s Office. Eric Maman
is now general counsel for a real estate development and management company in Century City.
He and wife, Richelle, enjoy traveling and fixing up
their house in their spare time. Laura (Speegle)
Johnson, apparently moved to Mason, Ohio, but
sent no details. And in the “still” category: Mike
McLachlan is still doing civil litigation and environmental law at Greenberg Glusker, and recently
won his first big solo jury trial. Edward Christian
is still doing aviation finance/insolvency law at
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Haver & Feld, and hopes to
eventually own his own “war bird” aircraft, “if
finances and wife permit!” Jill Franklin is still representing abused and neglected kids at
Dependency Court Legal Services and has sold
quite a few photographs through several photography exhibits in her spare time. Tom Bradley is
still with the U.S. Department of Justice, “prosecuting tax evaders, militia types, ‘freemen,’ and
assorted nuts in Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and
Utah.” He and Becky, Shannon and Matthew still
live in Centreville, Virginia. Richard BrionesColman is still a public defender in New Mexico,
and still enjoying “extreme bicycling” 33 miles a
day with his two tots in a trailer. Tim Lykowski is
still at Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher doing employment
law. He and his boyfriend, Michael Braden, have
a four-year old, Justin. Jimmy Nguyen is still busy
outside of work at Foley & Lardner. Now he’s
helping found the American Readers Theater
Association, devoted to the study and promotion
of the readers theater art form. Susanne Browne
reports loving work at the Legal Aid Foundation of
Long Beach, where she does housing law, specializing in working with residents of public and
subsidized housing and community economic
development. Tracey Jensen, is loving her work
in domestic violence and family law at Public Law
Center in Santa Ana. Tracey also teaches a class
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at Whittier Law School for the Center for
Children’s Rights, and continues to be involved in
every committee and organization known to man,
including PILF, WLALA, LACBA and the State
Bar’s Family Law Executive Committee. Nancy
Yaffe is doing employment litigation and counseling at Folger Levin & Kahn in Century City, and
highly recommends Club Med after a recent vacation at their resort in Cancun. Hedieh Mirahmadi
is loving work in Washington, D.C., as in-house
corporate counsel to the Islamic Supreme Council
of America, and is hoping to continue traveling
until she sees every country. She’s apparently
caught the D.C. bug, by our 10th reunion she
hopes to run for political office “and actually win,”
or be a government appointee. Pamela Jean
(Richardson) Silk is still doing civil defense litigation at a small firm in Newport Beach. She and
husband, Eric, bought a house in Lake Forest,
California. Sean Carney is still at the D.A.’s office
and is now working as part of the Rampart trial
team. Jessie Kohler is still doing employment litigation and counseling at Sonenshine, Nath &
Rosenthal. Arun Jha is still practicing law in
Colorado, and reports “travel” as his source of fun.
And though they didn’t write in, I’ll tell ya anyway:
Lori Shead left USC’s Career Services for greener
pastures (financially anyway) with me, among
other classmates, at Paul, Hastings, Janofsky &
Walker LLP, where she is now doing employment
law. Joseph Deng also came over here to do
corporate law recently. Kevin Mabrey is now inhouse at Disney in home video, Jeff Thomas is
now at the Securities and Exchange Commission
in Denver, doing investigations (he was hoping to
get a badge … ), Nandu Talwalkar started his own
firm in Connecticut after the dot-com company he
joined there dissolved fairly rapidly, and Chris
Fisher (yes, Chris Fisher), recently e-mailed to say
that he’s alive and well. He’s writing, producing,
and skateboarding down Laurel Canyon in the
middle of the night in his free time. Hope the rest
of you are well!
Tara Kelly, Class Reporter
tkkelly@phjw.com
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Anita (Gruettke) York works for Scott &

Whitehead in Newport Beach. She married
Michael York, and maintains that he is a lawyer,
NOT the actor who plays Austin Powers’ boss.
Carlo Van den Bosch is enjoying his new digs at
Squadron Ellenoff in Century City. Johnny
Hamilton recently moved out of litigation and into
the corporate department at Rutan & Tucker.
Johnny and his wife have a 16-month-old
daughter, Reilly, and expect another baby in March.
Susan Harding celebrated eight years of marriage
with Jim Maniscalco (’95). They had their first child
in May. Susan still enjoys her job as a litigator at
Morrison & Foerster. Denise McKenzie moved to
Sidley & Austin last September. Her daughter
started pre-school, while her husband entered
UCLA’s full time MBA program. Clarkson Brown,
living in San Antonio, joined the local District
Attorney’s office in February 2000 from private
practice, had a son born the same month, and
worked locally to put George W. Bush in the White
House. He’s “never been happier.” Cristina
(Golesorkhi) Rebeil works in Domestic Violence
Support Services for Community Legal Services.
Tom Williams continues as an analyst with Pine
Grove Associates in Summit, New Jersey, and just
passed the first of 3 levels of the CFA exam. Tom
has seen Andrea Mellon in Summit, and Mike
Chiappetta who works for an IP firm in NYC.
Cristina Marko works for Glover & Van Cott in
Phoenix. In October, Stacey Turner, Jackie Hough,
Amanda Sommerfeld, Julie Giacopuzzi,
Alexandra Bodnar and Darcy Griffin took to the
woods near Julian, California, to celebrate the
30th birthday of a person who shall remain
unidentified. Darcy moved back to Los Angeles
after four years of hard work for the United Farm
Workers, took a position downtown with the
Department of Fair Employment and Housing, and
is roommates with Julie Giacopuzzi again (just like
1L) in Manhattan Beach. Juile plays soccer two
nights a week with the Southern California Sport
and Social Club — a great organization for young
adults in the South Bay who want to play sports
(wink-wink!). Julie recently took a cruise with
members of the Club from all over the country and
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Suma Mathai Mathew ’00 Uses NAPIL Fellowship to Help Teens
As a staff attorney at Break the Cycle, a Los Angeles organization that offers legal assistance and
education to teen victims of domestic violence, Suma Mathai Mathew ’00 sometimes has to remind
herself that her clients are just kids.
“Society gives teens short shrift,” she says. “We give them all the problems and responsibilities of
adults, but none of the rights and privileges of adults. We don’t tell kids
that they have the right to a healthy relationship.”
Thanks to an Equal Justice Fellowship from the National Association
for Public Interest Law (NAPIL), Ms. Mathai Mathew is helping to
change that by providing teens with the knowledge and resources they
need to end violent relationships. The prestigious NAPIL fellowship
provides salary and loan repayment assistance for two years to attorneys working in legal positions at nonprofit community organizations.
Just 77 fellows were selected last year from a pool of 2,300 applicants.
Ms. Mathai Mathew assists in Break the Cycle’s two primary efforts,
Suma Mathai Mathew
an education and outreach program and a legal services program that
helps teen victims of domestic violence obtain restraining orders — California law allows anyone 12
or older to obtain one — and learn other avenues for ending violent relationships. “As many as
one third of teens experience violence in a dating relationship before they’re 18,” she notes, “and
many don’t even recognize it as abuse.”
The job is hard — “You hear stories everyday from people who have these horrible things
happening to them” — but Ms. Mathai Mathew says she’s always wanted to work with children. As
a psychology major at Arizona State University, she worked at a juvenile correctional facility, and, at
USC, she earned both a J.D. and a master’s degree in social work.
“I really like working with teens,“ she says. “Despite the stuff they deal with, most of them aren’t
jaded yet. They’re more open, more real sometimes, than adults are.”

“partied like a rock star.” Laura (Blint) Withrow
joined the firm of Reish & Luftman in August.
Laura also trained for months to participate in the
Avon Breast Cancer 3-Day Walk in October, and
completed the entire walk from Santa Barbara to
L.A.! She thanks the many generous alumni who
helped her surpass her fundraising goal.
Christopher Aitken married Maureen Lavin, a
criminal defense attorney, in March 1999. They
have a 10-month-old baby boy named Tyler Jens
Aitken. Chris went to Munich for Oktoberfest, and
suggests that traveling with an infant in Europe
can be fun (?!?). This past year, Chris was the
handling attorney for Vuong v. Disneyland, which
involved the wrongful death of a husband and the
severe facial disfigurement of his wife when a
cleat came off the Sailing Ship Columbia on

December 24, 1998. Chris has joined the Board
of Directors of Laura’s House, an organization that
provides shelter to domestic violence victims.
Kristin (McCarthy) Atterbury is currently the
Officer in Charge at the Joint Pentagon Legal
Assistance Office with the Navy JAG Corps. She
married Paul Atterbury, a Marine Corps lawyer, this
past June. They expect a baby in May. They
honeymooned in Bora Bora and Moorea, and hope
to move back to Hawaii or San Diego after the
baby is born. Todd Friedland works at Pillsbury,
Madison & Sutro in Costa Mesa, and moved to
Huntington Beach so it would be easier for him
to go surfing before work. Todd raves about the
low prices, cool buds and tasty waves on his latest
surf trip — to Bali. Another surfer, Thomas Frost,
joined the San Diego office of Shustak Jalil &
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Heller in September 1999, where he practices
business and securities litigation. He caught at
least one good swell in the Mentawai Islands last
May. He included a picture of himself “getting
tubed” as proof. It reminds me of that economic
model whereby one can obtain limitless tax-free
happiness by replacing working with surfing.
Speaking of tax avoidance (and not evasion),
Jacob Stein just became the youngest person
ever to be certified in California as a Tax Law
Specialist by the State Bar Board of Legal
Specialization. Jacob works at Paul, Hastings now,
and says he keeps running in to yours truly, Bill
Vochoska, every time he goes up to Lassen
National Park. (The way Jacob drives, it’s a wonder
he doesn’t run into the side of the mountain or
off a cliff!) In an odd coincidence, Christopher
McGrath has also been sighted at both Lassen
and Humboldt Redwoods in the same weekend. If
you have news about yourself or a fellow alum,
please e-mail me at trojanlawrecruiter@hotmail.com.

>

Class of

1998

From the brevity of some of the responses I
conclude that we are beginning to settle in as billable attorneys. Since graduation Kavita Amar has
been busy, she practiced labor and employment at
O’Melveny, married Dr. Vishal Kapoor in August
1999, and is currently clerking for U.S. District
Court in Seattle. Lt. Col. Louis Avila (9/00) has
been laying down the law with the L.A. D.A.’s Van
Nuys office. I can hear that laugh as he sends
them away, Hea! Hea! Hea! Hea! In May 2000, Lou
got married to Monica Ratliff. Christina Checel has
been busy caring for Isabel Agrual (6/17/98) and
Jack Agrual (11/26/99), and practicing
Labor/Employment law with Morrison & Foerster.
The mother of two now has a vested interest in her
work with the ACLU on Williams v. The State of
California, a suit seeking injunctive relief based on
substandard school conditions. Hillary Clinton
owes her senate seat to the tireless efforts of
Andrew Cherrick, not really, but he has been

Bill Vochoska, Class Reporter

get connected! get listed!

The 2001 USC Law School Alumni Directory will be published this winter.
The directory’s publisher, Harris Publishing, will soon be mailing information
on how you can be included. Review the information, make any necessary
corrections and return the form promptly to ensure you’ll be listed. Be sure to
complete and return the form even if the preprinted information is correct.
If you don’t hear from Harris this spring, call the Law School’s development
and graduate relations office at (213) 740-6143 for information on how
you can participate.
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Moving? Keep us up to date by
filling out an address change form at
[ www.usc.edu/dept/law/alumni ]
or by calling (213) 740-6143

working like a dog, except panting more, at
Cadawalder, Wickersham in NY. Sherman Chin
wanted to clarify that he is not “practicing tax law”
at Andersen but working as an international tax
consultant. There are a million stories in the naked
city, and working as a plaintiff’s torts attorney in
Torrance, Donn Christensen has heard some of
the more interesting ones, all too weird or gruesome to mention here. In between running Collins
Financial Services, developing employment test for
LAUSD, and raising his family of six, Patrick
Collins has been stomping some of our, for now
nameless, classmates in fantasy basketball. Guys
you are warned, respond to the questionnaire or
I start naming names. Jorge deNeve and his wife
Cindy gave birth to Jorge Manuel three days after
the 1998 Bar Exam. His words not mine. Melissa
Devita recently moved from Paul, Hastings litigation to intellectual property transactions and
securities work. Julia Dixon is fighting the good
fight at the L.A. County Public Defender’s Office.
Proving he is one of the brightest minds from our
class, Casey Fleck is still at Skadden, Arps. If you
got caught in the recent dot.com crash look up
Staci Galli at Munger, she handles bankruptcies.
Stephen Goldstein is roaming the beaches of
Honolulu looking for clients for Dwyer, Imanaka.
Hey, Stephen let us know if you run into Dee Wong
who was last seen relaxing on a Hawaiian beach.
Francesca Harewood has been doing IPO work
on tech companies at Jones Day in Palo Alto, and
was home for Christmas in Barbados. Hey, John
Hindman, is that TVG or TUG? Let’s have a big
round of applause for Heather Hersh, she was
part of the team that secured the release of Dr.
Wen Ho Lee, and is now representing Dr. Lee and
his wife in their civil suit against three federal
agencies. Donn Hoffman is still working for the
man at the L.A. County District Attorney’s office.
Ted Klaassen is with Crosby, Heafey’s San
Francisco office. Diana Martinez, of Martinez &
Kaloyanides, recently completed a tax fraud case
in federal court and three weeks sailing in Greece.
Cassandra Mason has been working with Gonlon,
Frantz in D.C. on cases against the USDA involving
discrimination against women, Latino, and Native
American farmers. J. Rissier is practicing litigation at Gibson, Dunn. Gena Rodi (formerly
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Durham) is with Morrison & Foerster and is
expecting her first child in June 2001. Jacqueline
Rodriguez is specializing in intellectual property
litigation with Allen Hyman in Riverside. Maria
Ronchetto has moved from Arter & Hadden to

White & Case where she is practicing business litigation. Alison Sanders is staying busy as Manager
of Business Development at Warner Brothers
Online. Kentucky Derby winning jockey Kent
Desormeaux is lucky to have Doug Schaer, who is
practicing athlete representation, working with him.
Reem Shamieh transferred to Arter & Hadden’s
Irvine office and plans to wed in July 2001. That
reminds me, congratulations to Natalie Bocanegra
on a lovely wedding. It must be in the air, congratulations to Adam Sigman, married September 24,
2000, and residing in Birmingham, Alabama,
where he practices with Berkowitz, Lefkovits.
David Tobenkin is practicing communications law
with Cole, Ray in the D.C. area and offers a stop
over for any wayward USC Law Alumni. Shameka
Stewart is working in tax consulting at Deloitte
in D.C. Tamara Ross (formerly Tucker) married
Billy Ross, has been handling non-criminal deportation hearings and has an offer from San
Bernardino’s D.A. office. Nicole Waters made the
move from Arter & Hadden to Kinsella, Boesch, an
entertainment firm, and loves it.
Patrick S. Collins, Class Reporter
patrickc@earthlink.net9
>

Class of

2000

First, thank you to everyone who responded to my
information request. Let me tell you, we are an
interesting bunch of people. For example, Molly
McDowell is a corporate attorney at Fenwick &
West in Palo Alto. Also, Paul Martin has a cool
business card. He’s the Manager of Human
Resources at LRN, The Legal Knowledge
Company. According to Katie Meyer McCarthy
(who successfully moved from now defunct Tuttle
& Taylor to the lively real estate department at
Sidley & Austin), Ken Levine works at a firm in
Boston (Goulston & Storrs) with a chef. Okay, no
offense to those mentioned above (who all are
interesting), but I’m hoping for some juicier information next issue. This column may be inherently

dry in its first run because, in the words of Negin
Mirmirani (Loeb & Loeb), “We’re all just learning
how to write pleadings.” Decent point, but not
totally true. For example, Chris Curry is doing
financial planning and investing and handling tax
needs and estate planning services at Prudential
Services, Inc. And Justin Farar spends his days
reading pleadings for Judge Wardlaw over at the
Ninth Circuit. Carlos Silva serves as a volunteer
advocate at the San Francisco Bar Association’s
Homeless Advocacy Project. Justin Sanders who
works at Sheppard, Mullin, Richter and Hampton
is also an Executive Board Member for the Urban
League Young Professionals. The ’SC connection
runs deep at Sheppard, Mullin. From north to
south, Julie Wilkinson works at the S.F. office,
Whitney Jones, Natalie Trask and Justin work in
L.A. and John Bowerbank reports daily to the
Orange County office. Fran Campbell works at a
firm with almost as many practice areas as attorneys. Her firm, Rossbacher & Associates, is a
four-attorney firm specializing in media law, civil
rights and consumer fraud. Max Sank is a
research attorney for the Los Angeles County
Superior Court. Autumn Gresowski is busy
learning how to be an attorney at the Irvine office
of McDermott, Will & Emery. Jamila Berridge is
in the trial department of McDermott’s Century
City office. Edward Quon works for Kenyon &
Kenyon in San Jose. For a few days this summer,
the island of Ibiza turned into a USC Law fest. Eric
Wang took his picture with world-renowned DJ
Sasha (at least, Eric’s heard of him) and boogied
past dawn with Mike Backstrom. The same night
in the very same city, Grant Stiefel and Geoff
Graber did their best to create an international
incident. Joining all four on the island were Maggie
Peterson, Leah Melone, Laura Premi , Erica
Gambale, Davina Kohanzadeh, Troy Sugg, Scott
Hettema, Julie Buchwald and Negin. Dan Kippen
also made Europe the place of his first USC Law
Reunion. While overseas, he bumped into Diana
Dresser and I in a hot, Parisian subway, and Pam
Otte, Lisa Smolinisky, Ruben Gutierrez, and Abdi
Towfigh in Barcelona. Dan also married his wife
Stephanie on December 16, 2000. In other
European subways (this time in London), Leon
Altman bumped into Elise Lew. According to Leon,
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“the possibility of that is almost 0.” Almost, Leon,
almost. Rounding out the summer fun, Epiphany
Owen spent the most amazing month of her life in
Australia at the end of the summer. Chris Hopkins
has finally moved on from USC and now works
at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett in Los Angeles.
Over Thanksgiving, he bumped into Matt Matzkin
at Trader Vic’s and “we had a terrific conversation
about practicing law.” Kelley Lane moved down
to Newport Beach where she is practicing white
collar criminal defense with Lightfoot, Vandevelde,
Sadowsky, Medvene, & Levine. Luis Guzman
recently moved to Washington, D.C., where he is
working for the OFHED (a governmental agency
Eric Wang couldn’t define). Back to the juice, why
didn’t more of you say things like “I’m single!!” as
did Vanessa Eisemann (sorry, Vanessa, I’m not, but
it wouldn’t work out anyway). As far as wedding
bells, Kirsten Doolittle married Pat Carney in
Jackson, Mississippi on the same September day
that David Wang married Susan Li in Pasadena.
One week later, Stephanie (Sponsler) Kuhlen
married Christian Kuhlen way out in Westlake
Village. Beating them all to the alter were Ryan
Larsen and Elina Kovner, who wed on August 26,
2000, in Marina Del Rey. Lori and Zareh Sinanyan
recently celebrated their one-year anniversary.
Other than that, Lori has done nothing noteworthy
because she has “no time — gotta make those
2000 billable hours.” And finally, Matt Portnoff just
got a dog, John Hayashi lives in San Diego and
Ned Harris is still trying to think of something
fascinating to say. Thanks for all of your responses.
If I missed you this time, you’re a guarantee for the
future.
Matthew Matkins, Class Reporter
matthew.matzkin@kmz.com
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In Memoriam
The USC Law School extends condolences to
the families and friends of the following
members of the Law School family:
Peter R. Andre ’48
Margaret McGrath Fowler ’25
Margaret Hall ’64
Taylor Hancock ’48
Harvey A. Harkness ’33
Arthwell C. Hayton ’48
Jere S. Kopald ’47
Walter M. Milford ’59
Timothy J. Miller ’64
Christopher J. Porcaro (Class of ’01)
Henry S. Rose ’49
Robert J. Simpson ’42
Sarah Donley Steadman ’34
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Respected Trial Attorney, Joseph A. Ball
Joseph A. Ball ’27, widely recognized as one of the best trial attorneys of his generation, died
Sept. 21, 2000, in Long Beach, Calif. He was 97.
Mr. Ball’s career spanned more than 50 years and included a number of high-profile appointments and cases. He served on the Warren Commission that investigated President John F.
Kennedy’s assassination, and he defended such clients as Watergate figure John D. Ehrlichman
and automaker John DeLorean.
Born in Iowa in 1902, Mr. Ball completed his bachelor’s degree at Creighton University
in 1925 before coming to Los Angeles to earn his law degree. He graduated from USC in 1927,
Order of the Coif. He founded the law firm, Ball, Hunt & Hunt in 1946 and became active in
the legal community, serving as a Los Angeles County Bar Association trustee, president of
the Long Beach Bar Association, president of the California State Bar and chairman of the
National Conference of Bar Presidents. He helped found the American College of Trial Lawyers
and served as its president in 1967-68. He served on the Advisory Committee on Federal Crime
Rules from 1960 to 1972 and as assistant counsel to the Warren Commission. Mr. Ball helped
write the commission’s final report on President Kennedy’s assassination; throughout his life,
he consistently defended the commission’s conclusion that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone
when he shot and killed the president.
Mr. Ball is survived by his daughter, JoEllen, two grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
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Joseph Ball

Civil Rights Proponent, James C. Corman
1920-2001

James Corman

Former Rep. James C. Corman ’48, who managed the fight on the floor of the U.S. House
of Representatives for passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, died Jan. 1, 2001, in Arlington, Va.
He was 80.
Mr. Corman, a Democrat, represented the San Fernando Valley’s 21st Congressional District
from 1961 to 1981, serving on a number of committees including the powerful Judiciary
and Ways and Means committees. He often said his work on the Civil Rights and the Voting
Rights Acts were the proudest accomplishment of his career.
The son of a Kansas lead miner who died of lung disease, Mr. Corman was 12 when he came
to California with his mother during the Depression to search for work. He worked while
earning an undergraduate degree at UCLA and law degree at USC and was an officer in the
U.S. Marines during World War II and in Korea. He practiced law before winning a seat on the
Los Angeles City Council in 1957. Mr. Corman’s tenure in Congress was marked by advocacy for the under-represented and disadvantaged; in the mid-1960s, his support of open
housing nearly cost him reelection. He was appointed by President Lyndon Johnson to the
Kerner Commission, which studied the causes of race riots in the summer of 1967, and he
worked closely with President Jimmy Carter to push welfare reform through Congress in 1978.
In 1980, Mr. Corman lost reelection in an extremely tight race. After his defeat — blamed
by some on ‘hanging chads’ and an early concession — he stayed in Washington to lobby for
the causes in which he believed. He formed a law firm, Corman Law Offices, which later
merged with Silverstein & Mullins, now a division of Buchanan Ingersoll. He also headed
the boards of numerous civic and social welfare organizations and was a staunch advocate for
disadvantaged children and the severely disabled.
Mr. Corman is survived by his wife of 22 years, Nancy, four children and five grandchildren.
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Distinguished Attorney and Philanthropist, Robert C. Packard
1919-2001

Robert C. Packard
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Robert C. Packard ’47, a widely respected trial attorney and steadfast supporter of the University
of Southern California, died at his home in La Quinta, Calif., on Jan. 13, 2001, after an
extended battle with cancer. He was 81.
Mr. Packard was a leading airline defense attorney during his nearly 50-year career with
the Los Angeles law firm of Kirtland & Packard. He was also a close friend to USC, providing
substantial support for student scholarships and faculty. He established the Robert C. Packard
President’s Chair, held by Steven B. Sample, as well as the Robert C. Packard Professorship
in Law, held by Professor Scott H. Bice.
“Bob Packard distinguished himself as one of the country’s leading trial lawyers, a role model
for professionalism and one of our most successful and generous graduates,” said Matthew L.
Spitzer, dean of the Law School. “The Law School is honored by his life works and by his
extraordinary support for USC.”
Mr. Packard earned his bachelor’s degree in accounting from USC in 1941, and, during
World War II, he worked as a tuna fisherman — a job deemed vital to the maintenance of
the war effort. At war’s end, he enrolled at the USC Law School at the behest of a friend, Henry
Shatford ’46, who was attending law school at USC at the time. Mr. Packard joined the law
firm of Reed & Kirtland in 1948 and developed an early and career-defining interest in airline
defense. He also specialized in professional liability cases. During his nearly five-decade career,
Mr. Packard tried more than 300 Superior Court and federal jury trials.
He is remembered as a role model who mentored young associates and as a tireless, effective
litigator whose straightforward, conservative style won the respect of colleagues, judges and
juries. Mr. Packard was devoted to his firm, which became Kirtland & Packard in 1958, and he
stayed there until his retirement in 1993.
“He was a marvelous trial lawyer,” said Jacques Soiret ’67, chairman of Kirtland and Packard
and a colleague of Mr. Packard’s for nearly 30 years. “He was well-respected by judges and
was a relentless cross-examiner. He came from the old school of trial lawyers. He wore a white
shirt and dressed very conservatively. Juries liked him for his straightforward style.
“The firm was very important to him,” added Mr. Soiret. “He really took the time to make
sure that younger lawyers were exposed to clients, courthouses and discovery procedures.”
Mr. Packard was active in numerous professional and community organizations. He was
a diplomate of the American Board of Trial Advocates, a fellow of the American College of Trial
Lawyers and a member of the International Association of Insurance Counsel, the Association
of Southern California Defense Counsel, the American Judicature Society and the International
Society of Barristers. He was also a member of the Los Angeles County Bar Association, the
State Bar of California, the American Bar Association and the International Bar Association.
At USC, Mr. Packard was a founding member of the Presidential Associates, a member of
the Trojan Club and a life member of Legion Lex.
Mr. Packard is survived by his wife, Tina.
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For This Friend of the Law School, Support is a Privilege and a Passion
Webster’s defines privilege as a right or immunity granted as a peculiar benefit, advantage or
favor. For me, it has been a privilege in every sense of the word to be a part of the Law School
family these past eight years. My relationship with USC has spanned 30 or more years, since
I first came to campus to earn my undergraduate degree in education. But the years I savor most
are the past eight, beginning with my service on the Orange County Legion Lex board from
1992 to1998 and continuing with my involvement in the USC-sponsored William P. GrayLegion Lex Inn of Court in Orange County.
My efforts to help generate support for the Law School have crystallized my love for not just
the law but the USC Law School in particular. Because I earned my law degree from Western
State University, I’m often asked why I am so passionate about fund-raising here, for this Law
School. The answer is that I recognize the value of a USC legal education, and I want to ensure
that the Law School’s legacy is available to everyone who merits admission — regardless of
financial ability.
It is a privilege for me to work toward such a meaningful goal. I see the rewards of our work
Paige Baker and her
every time I come to USC. I can taste the fine edge of excellence merely by wandering through
husband, Bill, met as
undergraduates at USC.
the Law School foyer. I see the significance of what we do in the scholarship recipients’ eyes
Although she earned her
when they speak of their decision to come to USC rather than other hallowed institutions of
law degree elsewhere,
equal distinction. I want to be part of the intangible message carried by the sterling reputaMs. Baker is an ardent
supporter of the USC
tion of our Law School. As one who holds both undergraduate and graduate degrees from USC,
Law School.
I would find it difficult under any circumstance to participate elsewhere. Committing to
become involved with the USC Law School was an easy path to choose.
Two years ago, the Law School embarked on a new journey in alumni giving when it initiated the Legion Lex Annual Fund. The annual fund presents new opportunities for volunteer
participation through an executive committee made up of class
agents and at-large members who guide annual fund-raising. The
Paige Baker: Profile in Participation
new program also includes new donor categories, inviting particBa c k g ro u n d : Paige Baker is managing attorney for Baker & Baker, an Orange
ipation from alumni and friends at all levels of giving. Gifts to
County law firm she runs with her husband, Bill Baker. The couple met as underthe Legion Lex Annual Fund support a range of important
grads at USC; they now live in Villa Park, Calif., with their three children, William,
programs at the Law School — class scholarships, the
Merrill and Blaire.
Information Technology Center and Library Fund, the Friends
USC Affiliation: Legion Lex Annual Fund executive committee
of the Law School Scholarship Fund, and the Public Interest Law
Education: B.S. in Education, USC 1971; M.S. in Education, USC 1972; J.D.,
Foundation (PILF).
Western State University 1991
With profound relief, we have discovered that both “friends”
and alumni of the school are embracing this donation program
with enthusiasm. As individuals who cherish the tradition of excellence and the lifelong
community that USC Law School provides, friends and alumni alike recognize that the opportunity to help support and promote the Law School is, indeed, a privilege. I’ve come to know
that the privilege of working to achieve the USC Law School’s vision for the new century is part
of my past and part of my future. If you share my passion for the Law School, I hope you
will join me — whether you are a friend of the Law School or a graduate. The privilege will
be all mine.
by Paige Baker
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Giving as Planned
USC law grad guides charitable giving toward his alma mater
by Katherine Gaidos. Reprinted with permission from California Law Business

I

As a director of planned giving for USC, William
Nies ’65 helps USC donors plan gifts that benefit
both the university and the donor.
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n the next half century, at least $41 trillion
— and by some accounts as much as
$136 trillion — will change hands.
This monstrous sum is not the dollar
amount that Cisco Systems expects to spend
on corporate acquisitions. Nor is it the total
expected auction value of the nation’s Elvis
memorabilia. The $136 trillion is just a
routine transfer of assets from an older generation to a younger generation — the largest in
history, charitable fund-raisers say.
“Right now, they are talking about the
largest single transfer of wealth ever to occur
in the United States, in the next 40 years or so,
as the parents of the baby boom generation
pass their assets on to their children,” says
Forrest Brostrom, executive director of the
University of Southern California’s plannedgiving department.
Sometimes, however, these donors are
parents of wealthy or absentee children.
“Many times, their children are either well
off or they’re just off,” says William Nies,
director of planned giving at USC and a 1965
graduate of USC Law School. Mr. Nies also
earned a bachelor’s degree in business at USC
in 1961.
Sometimes, too, these generous individuals are not parents, but simply business
people with substantial estates or ordinary folk
who have amassed a surprisingly large nest egg
who have developed, instead of a clamoring
crowd of heirs, a large and generous love for
their alma mater. That’s when the university’s
planned-giving department steps in.
Planned-giving departments, staffed with
tax lawyers and investment consultants, are
increasingly being established by educational
and charitable institutions. These lawyers’

primary function is to guide potential donors
through complicated donations of several tens
of thousands of dollars or more. Giving vehicles like the charitable remainder trust, gift
annuity and pooled income fund can be
potentially confusing to prospective donors,
and planned-giving lawyers help shepherd
both the donors and their counsel through the
tax breaks, complications, hazards and joys
of leaving one’s net worth to a university.
Fifty years ago, planned-giving departments were limited mainly to large private
universities like the University of Southern
California and established charities like the
American Red Cross. In the past two decades,
however, factors like funding cuts for public
universities and the increase in philanthropic
spending have inspired many universities and
institutions to bring their own staff of tax and
probate lawyers in-house to provide guidance
to donors and donors’ counsel. USC, long
dependent on private givers, has one of the
oldest and most experienced departments in
California.
“We were founded on fund raising ,” Mr.
Brostrom says. “This institution had to raise
its own money to build its campus.”
USC’s planned-giving department has two
lawyers on its staff of five and helps educate
potential donors about donation plan
options, including the gift annuity, which can
be funded by cash, stock, real estate or other
highly appreciated assets. These individual
gifts usually start at $25,000 and have
stretched up to $17 million in USC’s recent
history. Because of the tax incentives involved,
an annuity is irrevocable once established, and
it requires much research and musing on the
donor’s part.

“

If the U.S. government is your charity, fine: Do nothing and pay

your taxes. Or, if you’d like to talk to us, we can help you save some of

”

this and actually help you direct it to USC and other charities.

“These are not quick decisions,” Mr. Nies
says.
The annuity pays the donor a percentage
of the total value, usually between 5 percent
and 12 percent of the gift amount, depending
on the individual’s age and the type of annuity
he or she has chosen. For donors who wanted
to cash in appreciated stock or real estate and
use the income to support retirement, the
annuities can be ideal. When a donor gives all
or a portion of her estate to the university
during her lifetime, she avoids the capital
gains tax on liquidating her assets and receives
a tax credit of up to 50 percent for the donation. The tax break is an incentive for most
donors, and a large part of the planned-giving
lawyer’s job is to help potential donors understand the benefits and methods of dodging
the capital gains tax.
“This money is going to charity one way
or another,” Mr. Nies says. “If the U.S.
government is your charity, fine: Do nothing
and pay your taxes. Or, if you’d like to talk to
us, we can help you save some of this and
actually help you direct it to USC and other
charities.”
Lawyers from USC and other universities
stress that a tax break should not be the
primary incentive for making a gift, but for
many donors it makes the idea of charity
more appealing. A federal estate tax of up to
55 percent affects estates of $675,000 or more
and makes a charitable tax deduction look like
a rosy option for many alums.
“People who have worked very hard, and
are in their 70s and so forth, have got a
million-dollar gain, and they see they’re going
to pay $250,000 in taxes that’s still their
money,” Mr. Nies says.

He says that the planned-giving office
usually will tell these potential donors, “How
about you pay it to USC instead of the
government, and you’re recognized as a donor,
and you see what your money is doing? We’re
not trying to say you’re avoiding all taxes.
You’re taking that money that would be taxed
and doing something else with it.”
Because tax incentives are such a large part
of the process of planned giving, plannedgiving departments’ lawyers exist to keep
donors informed about the tax implications of
their contributions — and, most important,
to keep the donor’s lawyers informed. “We
work very closely with counsel. We insist all of
our donors have counsel,” Mr. Brostrom says.
Mr. Brostrom notes that a few USC
donors are particular about the schools that
educated their lawyers. “Some people are
really obsessed with having an ’SC alum, so
we provide them with names in their neighborhood,” he says.
Throughout the process, planned-giving
lawyers work closely with donor’s counsel.
“We always try to work with the donors’
attorneys or other advisers, because it protects
us and protects them. We’re not trying to put
anybody out of the loop,” Mr. Nies says.
Sometimes, working with donor’s counsel
takes the form of simply educating the outside
lawyers about developments in tax law.
Instead of sending their altruistic clients to tax
or probate specialists, USC’s planned-giving
lawyers offer a kind of tax-law crash course for
family attorneys. “Our office is available to the
lawyers for free. They can save themselves
hours of research by just calling us,” Mr.
Brostrom says. “We want to be of service to
the whole community on this.”

The symbiotic relationship between
planned-giving lawyers and outside counsel
benefits clients and their lawyers. If planned
giving increases at the rate predicted by
universities, outside counsel should know the
ropes. And universities do predict an increase
in planned giving. Lately, gifts have come
from a wider variety of sources, some of them
much younger than the average retiree.
“They’re saying, ‘We don’t know what the
future is, but if I sell this stock, I’ve got a big
tax bite right there. If I put it in a charitable
trust, I’ve diversified, and I’ve provided either
a mechanism for giving or a mechanism for
income if I need it in the future,’” Mr. Nies
says. “You don’t get a big deduction when
you’re young, but you save against capital
gains taxes and have an income for life if you
need it.”
Because of the recent spawn of Internet
millionaires, he adds, USC is aiming its
programs more often at younger donors. For
the lawyers involved in planned giving, the
field’s expansion means more competition
among charities, but it still is somewhat gratifying. “It’s part of the American tradition of
giving, and it’s kind of fun and nice to be a
part of it,” Mr. Nies says. “And when we’ve
been successful like we have at USC, it’s even
more enjoyable.”

— Excerpted from an article that appeared in
California Law Business on June 19, 2000
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THE VIEW FROM HERE

Notes on a Wintry D.C. Day
by Norm Barker ‘72

I

t’s cold this January Sunday morning.
We’re in the youth room of St. Francis
Episcopal Church in Potomac, Md., 15 miles
up the Potomac River from Washington,
D.C. I’m discussing how, in 68 A.D., the
Roman general Vespasian held his legions
outside Jerusalem awaiting attack orders from
the emperor who would succeed Nero with
eight Junior Girl Scouts. All of them —
including my 12-year-old daughter, Jordan —
are engaged in the discussion about the difficulties faced by Christians and Jews during
the Church’s early days. Perhaps it’s wishful
thinking after six hours of preparation for this
one-hour class, but it seems that every one of
these bright young ladies is truly interested
in the story of her faith. Class ends; the topic
changes to homework, boys, friends. They’re
great kids, and I feel fortunate to spend this
time with them.
Thirty hours later, I’m presenting the
Norwood School’s 2001-02 fiscal-year budget
to the board of trustees. As chairman of the
finance committee, I’ve worked with a great
team to develop the $9.5 million budget —
our largest ever. The school has just completed
an extraordinarily successful capital campaign,
“Building Futures,” which raised more than
$12 million. The size of our campus, across
the road from Congressional Country Club,
nearly doubled as a result. This is my last year
on the board; driving home slowly in the
snow, I am both relieved that the work is
almost over and honored to have contributed
in some way to a school that has done such a
superb job of “Building Futures” for more
than 500 kids, including my own.
The next morning, I arrive early at the
Washington, D.C., office of Heidrick &
Struggles. I have just joined the firm as a partner
after 29 fulfilling years with Ernst & Young.
Heidrick & Struggles is the world’s leading —
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and largest — executive search firm. The perfect
place for me to begin a new career.
I began my first career with Ernst & Ernst
(as it was then known) as a summer intern in
1970 between my first and second years in law
school. Prior to joining E&E, my grand vision
was to become a lawyer and CPA, like my
grandfather and father, respectively, work five
years with one of the Big Eight (now Big Five)
firms and another five with the Securities
Exchange Commission. After that, I’d have
one hell of a resume and, at about age 35,
make my fortune as an investment banker.
Somewhere along the way, however, I realized
that I enjoyed what I was doing. Three years
after law school — during which time Kathy
Daniels and I were married — we transferred
from Los Angeles to Cleveland. We moved
to New York in 1979; to Orange County in
1980, where I became a partner in the firm
and Jordan was born; to Detroit in 1990, after
the merger with Arthur Young & Co.; and,
finally, to Washington, D.C., in 1993. I led
the firm’s tax practices in Orange County,
Eastern Michigan and the Mid-Atlantic States
and ultimately was a senior partner in the
firm’s national tax practice.
At Heidrick & Struggles I’m a member of
the financial services practice, leading seniorlevel searches for clients in the technology,
financial services and professional services
industries. With nearly 2,275 people and 81
offices throughout the world, Heidrick has
built its reputation by being fiercely clientfocused. The firm has the same standards of
integrity and professionalism that I’m used
to in the Big Five. It’s also a throwback to an
earlier time; in all my dealings with partners,
associates and staff, I am reminded of the
collegiality that existed 30 years ago in the
practice of accounting, and, I imagine, law.
You can actually know most or all of your

The author, Norm Barker, with his wife, Kathy, and their
daughter Jordan in 1993, just after the family moved to
Washington, D.C.

partners, and they you. I feel privileged to be
with Heidrick & Struggles, and I look
forward to this chapter in my career.
On my way home, I stop by Congressional
Country Club to reserve a room for the reception Fred Ryan (USC Law ’80) and I will host
on May 10 for the Law School’s new dean,
Matthew L. Spitzer. Matt has visited
Washington, D.C., twice recently, working to
extend the school’s reach to alumni and
friends in this area. Fred — chairman of the
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Foundation’s board of trustees and vice
chairman and COO of Allbritton
Communications Co. — hosted a lunch for
Matt at the Metropolitan Club here in
October. The Law School has nearly 150
graduates in our area, and we hope events
such as the May reception will help us stay
close to each other and to USC.
It’s good to reconnect with USC friends. If
I could do it all over, I’d keep in better touch
with good friends from law school, including
Huston Carlyle, Richard Fond, Sig Murphy
and Allen Tharpe. Terry Perkins and I have
stayed close, and I am proud to be the godfather of his son, Todd, now age 8. Looking
back, I am fully aware of how fortunate I am
and how much I owe to the many people and
institutions that have had a positive influence
on my life — the University of Southern
California and the University of Southern
California Law School among them.

Come sail away
(and support a great cause)

S

upporting the USC Law School is never a thankless endeavor. Your gifts provide critical
resources for students and faculty. And now, you can enjoy not only the pride that comes

with supporting a great cause, but also a Mediterranean cruise!
With a gift of $25,000 or more, you are eligible to participate in the upcoming USC Law
School Cruise aboard the Seabourn Goddess, June 8-15, 2002. Join Dean Matthew Spitzer,
members of the Law School faculty and Law School graduates and friends for a luxurious
seven-day tour of some of the world’s most beautiful places, including St. Tropez, Mallorca,
Marseille, Corsica, Portofino and Monte Carlo. Your gift benefits Law School scholarships, and
most of the gift is tax deductible.
A great cruise for a great cause — there’s no better reason to give! For details,
contact Executive Director of Development Peggy Shlemmer at (213) 740-2640.
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