
 
  
 Scott Altman 
 
 
University of Southern California Law School  Phone: (213) 740-2544 
University Park      Fax: (213) 740-5502 
Los Angeles, CA 90089-0071    E-mail: saltman@law.usc.edu 
 
 
Education 
 
 Legal:  Harvard Law School, J.D. Cum Laude, 1987.  

Harvard Law Review, Developments Chair. 
 
 College: University of Wisconsin, B.A. 1983.  

Phi Beta Kappa. 
 
Employment 
 

University of Southern California Law School:  Assistant Professor, 1988-1990; 
Associate Professor 1990-93; Professor 1993-97.  Virginia S & Fred H. Bice 
Professor of Law 1997-present; Associate Dean 1995-2006; Vice Dean 2007-
2016.   
Courses include: Property, Family Law, Community Property, and Jurisprudence. 

 
Law Clerk to Judge Dorothy Nelson, Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals,  
August 1987-August 1988. 

 
Publications 
   

 
A Right to Adopt and Parental Licensing (Draft) 
 
Are Parents Fiduciaries?, __ Law& Phil. __(2023) 
 
Why Parents’ Interests Matter,  __ Ethics__ (2023) 
 
Selling Silence: The Morality of Sexual Harassment NDAs, 39 J. App. Phil. 698 (2022) 
 
Are Boycotts, Shunning, and Shaming Corrupt?, 41 Oxford Journal of Legal Studies 987 
(2021). 
 
Taking Precautions when Shaping a Child’s Values, 87 UMKC L. Rev. 245 (2019). 
 
Reinterpreting the Right to an Open Future: From Autonomy to Authenticity, 37 Law & 
Phil 415 (2018). 
 
Parental Control Rights, in PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS OF CHILDREN’S 
AND FAMILY LAW, Lucinda Fergusun & Elizabeth Brake, eds, (2018). 
 
The Pursuit of Intimacy and Parental Rights in THE ROUTLEDGE COMPANION TO 
PHILOSOPHY OF LAW, Andrei Marmor, ed., 2011     
     



A Theory of Child Support 17 Int’l J. Law, Policy & the Family 173 (2003) 
 
Should Child Custody Rules be Fair?, 35 J. Fam. L. 325 (1996) 
 
Divorcing Threats and Offers, 15 Law & Phil. 209 (1997) 
 
Lurking in the Shadow, 68 So. Cal. L. Rev. 493 (1995).  
 
A Patchwork Theory of Blackmail, 141 U. Penn. L. Rev. 1639 (1993). 
 
(Com)Modifying Experience, 64 So. Cal. L. Rev. 293 (1991). 
 
Beyond Candor, 89 Mich. L. Rev. 296 (1990). 
 
Case Comment, Posadas v. Tourism Co., 100 Harv. L. Rev. 172 (1987). 
 
Note, The Inalienable Rights of Surrogate Mothers, 99 Harv. L. Rev. 1936 (1986). 
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Parental Control Rights, University of Chicago Family Law Workshop, November, 2015. 
 
Parental Control Rights, Oxford Seminar on Philosophical Issues in Children’s and 
family Law, June, 2015. 
 
A Patchwork Theory of Blackmail, Symposium on Blackmail, U. Penn. Law School, 
January, 1993. 

 
Divorcing Threats and Offers, U.C.L.A. Law School, November, 1991. 

 
Divorcing Threats and Offers, U.S.C. Law Center workshop, September, 1991. 

 
Divorcing Threats and Offers, Oxford/U.S.C. Legal Theory Workshop, July 1991. 

 
Beyond Candor, U.S.C. Faculty Research and Innovation Fund, April 1991. 

 
(Com)Modifying Experience, Symposium on Biomedical Technology, U.S.C. Law 
Center, February, 1991. 

 
Beyond Candor, U. San Diego Law School, February, 1991. 

 
Beyond Candor, U.S.C. Law Center workshop, April 1990. 
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U.S.C. Faculty Research and Innovation Fund, 1989.  Grant awarded for research on 
"The Role of Rights in Family Law." 


